A Study of the Resurrection Appearances of the Lord

"I HAVE SEEN THE LORD!"
~ John 20:18
Jesus said, “Do
not hold on to me,
for I have not yet
ascended to the
Father. Go instead
to my brothers and
tell them, ‘I am
ascending to my
Father and your
Father, to my God
and your God.’”
~ John 20:17

RESURRECTION APPEARANCES
The opening verses of Acts leave us with the impression that Jesus appeared many times to his friends during the
40 days before his ascension (cf. Acts 1:3) Perhaps not all of these appearances were even recorded, but we can
put together eleven that were – two to the women and nine to the disciples.

3. TO PETER (Luke 24:34; 1 Cor 15:5)
Though the time of day can’t be ascertained, the first appearance to the disciples may have been granted to Peter
(cf. special concern for him in Mark 16:7).
4. TO THE EMMAUS DISCIPLES (Mark 16:12; Luke 24:13-35)

20:1) “Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark,
Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance.” It seems
Mary, without investigating, hastened back to tell the disciples Peter and John that Jesus’ body had been stolen.
Other women also go to the tomb and encounter angels who give them the startling news that Jesus is risen and
tell them to go tell the disciples. Obediently, the women go, but by a different path than what Peter and John are
using as they come in response to the report of Mary Magdalene. John is the younger of the two and so he
arrives before Peter, but doesn’t look in. Peter, true to form, barges right in and sees the tomb empty with the
grave clothes still there. They rightly conclude his body wasn’t stolen, but as of yet do not come fully to believe he
is risen, for “They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead." (John 20:9)

In the course of the afternoon sometime, two disciples were heading to Emmaus, when Jesus appeared to them.
Returning to Jerusalem after they see Jesus we’re told that the Lord had already appeared to Simon (Luke 24:3335) 33 They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them,
assembled together 34 and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.” 35 Then the two told
what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread.”

(Back to Mary Magdalene who went to the report to the disciples without looking in the tomb itself). In her
despondency, Mary trails far behind Peter and John, as she made her way back again to the tomb, from which she
was sure her Lord had been stolen. It seems that Peter and John already had gotten there and left by the time
Mary arrives; they are not there when Mary looks in a second time. The “two angels in white” (John 20:12) ask
Mary about her weeping. So overcome with sorrow, she doesn’t seem to realize fully that these are angels
talking to her. She is still obviously fraught with emotion as she speaks with the “gardener” who asks her about
her weeping as well. He appears FIRST TO MARY at this point. At the mere mention of her name ("Mary") Jesus
opens her eyes to see her risen Savior.

6. TO THOMAS (Jn 20:24-29) A week later.

1. TO THE WOMEN - FIRST TO MARY MAGDALENE (John

2. THE LORD APPEARS TO THE OTHER WOMEN as they made their way back to Jerusalem (Matt.28:8-10) 8 So the
women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met
them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do
not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”

5. TO THE DISCIPLES WITHOUT THOMAS (Mk.16:4; Lk.24:36-43; Jn 20:19-23)
At this appearance Jesus reprimands the Eleven for not believing even after the women, Peter,
and Emmaus disciples reported this to them.

7. TO THE SEVEN NEAR THE SEA OF GALILEE (John 21:1-17)
After Jesus provides the disciples with a great catch of fish they enjoy a shore lunch with him.
8. TO THE ELEVEN IN GALILEE (Matt.28:16-20; Mk.16:15-18)
9. TO FIVE HUNDRED BROTHERS & SISTERS (1 Cor 15:6)
10. TO JAMES (1 Cor 15:7a)
11. TO ALL THE APOSTLES (ASCENSION)
(Mk 16:19; Lk.24:344-53; Acts 1:3-11; (1 Cor 15:7b)

