B. ANTHROPOLOGY

In this part of dogmatics we treat of
Man's present abode.

Man's nature.

Image of God.

Fall of man.

Sin.

agrwNE

1. Man's Present Abode

l. The universe was created by God in the beginning to be the home of man.

1. The Creator is God, particularly the Father.

a)

God, the Triune God, is the Creator. Gn 1:1-2:3

Note: Gn 2:4-25 is not a second account of creation but a chapter of the world's
history following creation. References in it to creation must be understood in the
light of chapter 1.

Phillip Hefner: A number of scholars have classified the myths of creation in
the world’s religions. Charles Long, for example, has provided five different
categories of such myths: emergence myths, world-parent myths, myths of
creation from chaos and from the cosmic egg, creation from nothing, and earth-
diver myths. Within the creation-from-nothing classification, he gathers the
following: the Australian myth of the Great Father, Hesiod, Rig Veda, the
ancient Maya myth from the Popol VVuh, and myths from Polynesia, the Maori,
the Tuamotua, the Egyptians, and the Zuni- in addition to the Hebrew myth from
Genesis.... Scholars are nearly unanimous that Genesis 1-11 is put together
from several literary accounts. The one called “J” begins with Gen 2:4 and
continues off and on through chapter 11. The other called “P” begins with the
first chapter (Braaten/Jenson, Christian Dogmatics, I, p 277-278, 280).

2 Kings 19:15 Hezekiah prayed to the LORD: “O LORD, God of Israel,
enthroned between the cherubim, you alone are God over all the kingdoms of
the earth. You have made heaven and earth.”

Nehemiah 9:6 You alone are the LORD. You made the heavens, even the
highest heavens, and all their starry host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas
and all that is in them. You give life to everything, and the multitudes of heaven
worship you.

Psalm 102:25 In the beginning you laid the foundations of the earth, and the
heavens are the work of your hands.

Proverbs 3:19 By wisdom the LORD laid the earth’s foundations, by
understanding he set the heavens in place; etc.
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Job 38 and 39
b) Creation is preeminently ascribed to the Father.
1) Scripture teaches this truth.

1 Corinthians 8:6 Yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom
all things came and for whom we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus
Christ, through whom all things came and through whom we live.

2) The Son and Spirit “cooperated” — external works are indivisible
(opera ad extra sunt indivisa aut communia).

John 1:3 Through [Christ] all things were made; without him nothing was
made that has been made.

Colossians 1:16 For by him all things were created: things in heaven and
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or
authorities; all things were created by him and for him.

Hebrews 1:2 But in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom
he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe.

Genesis 1:2 Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over
the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.

Job 33:4 The Spirit of God has made me; the breath of the Almighty gives
me life.

Psalm 33:6 By the word of the LORD were the heavens made,
their starry host by the breath of his mouth.

Hollaz: The work of creation is ascribed particularly to God the Father in
Holy Writ and the Apostles' Creed: a) because of the order of operation;
because the Father has it from himself that he acts and creates, the Son of
God and the Holy Spirit have it from the Father; b) because God the
Father manifested his omnipotence by his most efficacious word of
command in the work of creation (Gn 1:3); ¢) creation is the first divine
opus ad extra [work outside the Godhead], and therefore it is ascribed to
the first person of the Deity through a certain appropriateness. [N.B. This
is not mentioned in Scripture.]—The three persons of the Deity are not
three associate causes, not three authors of creation, but one cause, one
author of creation, one Creator.—Although there are three distinct persons,
nevertheless they enter into the work of creation with one force. If they
entered into it with different working forces, they would be associate
causes (Examen, p 352).

2. The existence of the world is due exclusively to a creative act of God.

a) Creation was an absolutely free act of God.
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b)

Psalm 115:3 Our God is in heaven; he does whatever pleases him.

Ephesians 1:11 In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according
to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of
his will.

Revelation 4:11 You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor
and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and
have their being.

Psalm 50:9-12: I have no need of a bull from your stall or of goats from your
pens, Wor every animal of the forest is mine, and the cattle on a thousand hills.
1 know every bird in the mountains, and the creatures of the field are mine. *2
If I were hungry | would not tell you, for the world is mine, and all that is in it.

Hollaz: Creation is a free divine act because God established this universe
without being moved by any necessity, as if he actually needed the service of
creatures, since he is absolutely self-sufficient, but freely, so that he would have
been able to create or not create, to create either sooner or later, in this way or
some other way (Examen, p 357).

R. Preus: The free act of creation was willed and decreed by God in eternity and
carried out in time. This means that God created time and in his freedom took
time to create (The Theology of Post-Reformation Lutheranism, I, p 169).

The plan of creation is entirely God's own.

Isaiah 40:12-14 Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, or
with the breadth of his hand marked off the heavens? Who has held the dust of
the earth in a basket, or weighed the mountains on the scales and the hills in a
balance? ** Who has understood the mind of the LORD, or instructed him as his
counselor? **Whom did the LORD consult to enlighten him, and who taught him
the right way? Who was it that taught him knowledge or showed him the path of
understanding?

Job 28:20-28 Where then does wisdom come from? Where does understanding
dwell? 2 It is hidden from the eyes of every living thing, concealed even from
the birds of the air. % Destruction and Death say, “Only a rumor of it has reached
our ears.” 2 God understands the way to it and he alone knows where it dwells,
%for he views the ends of the earth and sees everything under the heavens.
»When he established the force of the wind and measured out the waters, %°
when he made a decree for the rain and a path for the thunderstorm, %" then he
looked at wisdom and appraised it; he confirmed it and tested it.*® And he said
to man, “The fear of the Lord—that is wisdom, and to shun evil is
understanding.

Job 38:4-6  Where were you when | laid the earth’s foundation? Tell me, if you
understand. ®Who marked off its dimensions? Surely you know! Who stretched
a measuring line across it?® On what were its footings set, or who laid its
cornerstone?
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c) Previous to the creation there existed no material out of which God
might have formed the world.

1)

2)

3)

The world was created out of nothing.

Hebrews 11:3 By faith we understand that the universe was formed at
God’s command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was
visible.

Compare Romans 4:17: As it is written: “I have made you a father of
many nations.” He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed—
the God who gives life to the dead and calls things that are not as though
they were (ta w) évta w dvta).

This was an absolute nothing: Nihil negativum
Not a relative nothing: Nihil privativum (92 &uopgos)

Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

Quenstedt: There is no materia ex qua [a philosophical term meaning the
material which is used in making something] of creation with reference to
the things created on the first day. For the things that were created on the
first day were not made from pre-existent or previously created material,
but they were made from purely negative nothing [i.e., God used
absolutely nothing to begin his work of creation].—When it is said that the
works of the first day were created out of nothing, the particle ex does not
designate the materia ex qua, but excludes it. For nothing else is meant by
the term ex nihilo than the terminus a quo [a philosophical term meaning
the starting point]; that is, the “nothing” from which all things are said to
have been made does not define the material but only the terminus a quo
and ought to be understood concerning the order of creation, and the
particle ex could rightly be rendered with post (after), as Thomas observes,
so that the sense is: after nothing as the terminus a quo something was
made

(TDP, 1, p 417).

This is shown also by the use of the verb X72.

-a) Itisapplied to God's productive work.

Genesis 1:1,27 In the beginning God created the heavens and the
earth. *” So God created man in his own image, in the image of God
he created him; male and female he created them.

Genesis 5:1,2 This is the written account of Adam’s line. When
God created man, he made him in the likeness of God. ? He created
them male and female and blessed them. And when they were
created, he called them “man.”

Genesis 6:7 So the LORD said, “I will wipe mankind, whom I have
created, from the face of the earth—men and animals, and creatures
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d)

that move along the ground, and birds of the air—for | am grieved
that I have made them.”

Psalm 51:10 Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a
steadfast spirit within me.

Isaiah 45:7 | form the light and create darkness, | bring prosperity
and create disaster; I, the LORD, do all these things.

Jeremiah 31:22 How long will you wander, O unfaithful daughter?
The LORD will create a new thing on earth—a woman will surround

aman” (133 a3ion Napl).

Amos 4:13 He who forms the mountains, creates the wind, and
reveals his thoughts to man, he who turns dawn to darkness, and
treads the high places of the earth—the LORD God Almighty is his
name.

-b) It signifies to produce by divine power either out of nothing
or out of unsuitable material.

Psalm 33:6,9 By the word of the LORD were the heavens made,
their starry host by the breath of his mouth. ® For he spoke, and it
came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm.

Psalm 104:29,30  When you hide your face, they are terrified; when
you take away their breath, they die and return to the dust. * When
you send your Spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of the
earth.

Isaiah 65:17,18  “Behold, I will create new heavens and a new
earth. The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come
to mind. ** But be glad and rejoice forever in what | will create, for |
will create Jerusalem to be a delight and its people a joy.

Compare Psalm 51:10 Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew
a steadfast spirit within me.

Calov: Creation does not consist in an emanation from the essence of
God, nor in generation, nor even in a movement or natural change ...

but in an external action by which things were produced from nothing
by an infinite power (Systema Locorum Theologicorum, 11, p 899).

The “instrument” of creation was the word of God.

Genesis 1:1,3,6,9,11,14,20,24 In the beginning God created the heavens and the
earth. ® And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. ® And God said,
“Let there be an expanse between the waters to separate water from water.”°
And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry
ground appear.” And it was so. * Then God said, “Let the land produce
vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in
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it, according to their various kinds.” And it was so.'* And God said, “Let there
be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let
them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and years, > And God said, “Let
the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the
expanse of the sky.” ?* And God said, “Let the land produce living creatures
according to their kinds: livestock, creatures that move along the ground, and
wild animals, each according to its kind.” And it was so.

Hebrews 11:3 By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s
command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible.

John 1:1,3 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. ® Through him all things were made; without him nothing was
made that has been made.

Chemnitz: One must not dispute, however, with too much curiosity about the
difference of the persons in the work of creation, but let us be content with that
revelation of the Holy Spirit (Ro 11:36: For from him and through him and to
him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen.). These facts must not be
adduced for an inequality of persons, however, as the Arians blasphemously
claim that the Son was merely an instrument of God in creation, as a carpenter
uses an ax. For these prepositions (éx, did, €ig) do not divide the nature, but
express the peculiarities of the one unconfused nature (Loci Theologici, I, p
115).

To this Scripture doctrine of creation is opposed

1) Pantheism: God becomes part of his creation and creation
becomes part of God.

Hollaz: God did not create this visible world from his own essence, nor did
he pour it (i.e., his essence) out into parts as it were, so that any creature
might be called a part of the Deity. (Examen, p 356).

Paul Harrison: Scientific pantheism is proud to recognize the Greek and
Roman materialism of the Miletans, Heraklitus, Democritus, Epicurus, and
Lucretius as its predecessors. We believe that everything is made up of
matter <> energy, and that there is no separate and distinct substance of
spirit. But we also have a deep reverence for the cosmos and for nature,
which the early materialists shared. Scientific pantheism reveres the
universe as the only real divinity. It fuses religion and science, and concern
for humans with concern for nature (World Pantheist Movement website).

2) Dualism: Matter is co-eternal with God.

Gerhard: Away with the silly dreams of the Stoics, who imagine that there
are two eternal principles, voiv and UAvv, mind or God and matter, which
they dream existed in eternal times as a confused chaos and at a certain
time was finally given form by the mind (Loci Theologici, IV, p 7).

3) Evolution: The world is the result of a process of gradual
development by resident forces.
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Phillip Hefner: The challenges and contributions of modern science to our
theme of creation are enormous. . . . Scientific discovery in the past 150
years has opened up breathtaking vistas for a new understanding of nature
(physical, biological, social). The concepts of the creator God and of
creation must be related to this new understanding of nature if they are to
be credible (Braaten and Jenson, Christian Dogmatics, 1. p 318).

3. The world was created in the beginning of time.
a) Creation was the first act in time.

Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
PINT DR DRWD DR DOK X132 UKD

Note: Such translations as “in the beginning of God’s creating the world, the
earth was without form and empty,” are influenced by the Akkadian Enuma
Elish myth. But such translations are not supported by any ancient versions nor
by the echo of Genesis 1:1 in John 1:1.

Psalm 90:2 Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and
the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.

Psalm 102:25 In the beginning you laid the foundations of the earth, and the
heavens are the work of your hands.

Augustine: Without any doubt the world was not made in time but together with
time (De Civit. Dei, XI, p 6).

Calov: The creation of things was not made from eternity, but in that beginning
in which all time began to flow (Systema Locorum Theologicorum, 11, p 901).

b) Creation itself occupied a space of time (six days, hexameron).

Exodus 20:11 For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the
sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the
LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.

Exodus 31:17 It will be a sign between me and the Israelites forever, for in six
days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, and on the seventh day he
abstained from work and rested.

Luther: Hilary and Augustine, almost the two greatest lights of the church, hold
that the world was created instantaneously and all at the same time, not
successively in the course of six days. Moreover, Augustine resorts to
extraordinary trifling in his treatment of the six days, which he makes out to be
mystical days of knowledge among the angels, not natural ones.... We assert
that Moses spoke in the literal sense, not allegorically or figuratively (LW 1:4,5).

c) The six days of creation were normal solar (24-hour) days.

Genesis 1:5,8,13,19,23,31 God called the light “day,” and the darkness he
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called “night.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day.
®God called the expanse “sky.” And there was evening, and there was
morning—the second day. ** And there was evening, and there was morning—
the third day. ** And there was evening, and there was morning—the fourth
day.  And there was evening, and there was morning—the fifth day. * God
saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and
there was morning—the sixth day.

1) Note how the word “day” is used in various ways in Genesis 1 &
2:

Daytime: Genesis 1:5 God called the light “day,” and the darkness he
called “night.”

24-hour period of time: Genesis 1:5 And there was evening, and there was
morning—the first day.

Unspecified period of time: Genesis 2:4 This is the account of the heavens
and the earth when they were created, in the day that the Lord God made
earth and heaven (NASB).

2) The length of the creation days must be determined in a purely
exegetical manner. In the context of Genesis 1, the word “day”
means a normal solar day when refering to the six days of
creation.

See Genesis 1:5,8, 13, 19, 23, 31 above.

3) Itis faulty exegesis to refer to passages like Psalm 90:4 or 2 Peter
3:8 to support the view that the six days of creation could have
been longer periods of time. These passages speak of God’s
attribute of eternity.

Psalm 90:4 For a thousand years in your sight are like a day that has just
gone by, or like a watch in the night.

2 Peter 3:8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a
day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day.

4) Note how even some conservative Evangelicals confess
uncertainty regarding the days of creation.

Grudem: What shall we conclude about the length of days in Genesis 1? It
does not seem at all easy to decide with the information we now have. It is
not simply a question of “believing the Bible” or “not believing the Bible,”
nor is it a question of “giving in to modern science” or “rejecting the clear
conclusions of modern science.” Even for those who believe in the
complete truthfulness of Scripture (such as the present author), and who
retain some doubt about the exceptionally long periods of time scientists
propose for the age of the earth (such as the present author), the question
does not seem to be easy to decide. At present, considerations of the power
of God’s creative word and the immediacy with which it seems to bring
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response, the fact that “evening and morning” and the numbering of days
still suggest twenty-four-hour days, and the fact that God would seem to
have no purpose for delaying creation of man for thousands or even
millions of years, seem to me to be strong considerations in favor of the
twenty-four-hour day position. But even here there are good arguments on
the other side: To the one who lives forever, for whom “one day is as a
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day” (2 Peter 3:8), who
delights in gradually working out all his purposes over time, perhaps 15
billion years is just the right amount of time to take in preparing the
universe for man’s arrival and 4.5 billion years in preparing the earth. The
evidence of incredible antiquity in the universe would then serve as a vivid
reminder of the even more amazing nature of God’s eternity, just as the
incredible size of the universe causes us to wonder at God’s even greater
omnipresence and omnipotence. Therefore, with respect to the length of
days in Genesis 1, the possibility must be left open that God has chosen not
to give us enough information to come to a clear decision on this question,
and the real test of faithfulness to him may be the degree to which we can
act charitably toward those who in good conscience and full belief in
God’s Word hold to a different position on this matter (Systematic
Theology, p 297).

H. Orton Wiley: The Hebrew word yom which is translated “day” occurs
no less than 1,480 times in the Old Testament, and is translated by
something over fifty different words, including such terms as time, today,
age, forever, continually, and perpetually. With such a flexible use of the
original term, it is impossible to either dogmatize or to demand unswerving
restriction to only one of those meanings (Christian Theology, p 455).

d) There was only one creation in the beginning of time.

1) The present world is not one rebuilt on the ruins of a previous
one as dispensationalists suggest on the basis of such passages as
Ezekiel 28:13-18.

Genesis 1:2 Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the
surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.
Compare 1:1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2:1
Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array.

Exodus 20:11 For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth,
the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore
the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.

Contra: Scofield Reference Bible (commentary on Isaiah 45:18-- For this is
what the LORD says— he who created the heavens, he is God; he who
fashioned and made the earth, he founded it; he did not create it to be
empty, but formed it to be inhabited): This is one of the Scripture passages
that suggest the Divine Judgment interpretation of Gen. 1:1-2. This
interpretation views the earth as having been created perfect. After an
indefinite period of time, possibly in connection with Satan’s sin of
rebellion against the Most High, judgment fell upon the earth and “it was
[became] without form and void.” Another indefinite interval elapsed after
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2)

which “the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters” (Gen. 1:2) in
a re-creation of the earth. Some of the arguments from this viewpoint are:
(1) Only the earth, not the universe, is said to have been “without form and
void.” (2) The face of the earth bears the marks of a catastrophe. (3) The
word rendered “was” may also be translated “became,” as indicated
above—"became without form and void.” (4) The Hebrew expression for
“without form and void” (tohu wabohu) is used to describe a condition
produced by divine judgment in the only other two texts where the two
words appear in conjunction (Isa. 34:11; Jer. 4:23). (5) Such a prehistoric
divine judgment would throw some light on Satan’s fall and the peculiar
relation he seems to sustain to the earth. And (6) this interpretation leaves
room for an undetermined period of time between the original creation and
divine judgment. Adam, created after the events of Gen. 1:1-2, was the first
man.

Note. The object of assuming a double creation is to gain the time believed
necessary for the many geological changes (volcanic and Neptunian) which
evidently have taken place on earth. Uniformitarianism vs catastrophism.

On this gap theory, restitution theory, or restoration theory see WLQ, July,
1962, p 193f.

We may distinguish two or three stages.
-a) Creatio prima: the creation of matter.

Genesis 1:1,2 In the beginning God created the heavens and the
earth. ?Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the
surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the
waters.

-b) Creatio secunda: the arrangement of the world in detail.

Genesis 1:3ff And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was
light.

Hafenreffer: From these things it appears that in the creation of the
world there was a threefold operation of the Maker: 1) First, to be
sure, when no material existed beforehand, he created, that is, he
produced from nothing, that crude and shapeless corporeal mass
which Moses designated by the names of heaven and earth and water.
2) Then, in the first three days he separated these three bodies. 3)
Finally, in the next three days he perfected everything with its own
decoration (Compendium Doctrinae Coelestis, p 72).

Note the following distinctions:
o Nihil negativum — absolute nothing
o Nihil privativum — relative nothing
These terms are used to indicate that God did not create the
world out of any previously existing material (i.e. he created
from nihil negativum, he brought it into existence from non-
existence).
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o Creatio prima

o Creatio secunda

These terms are used to indicate that in the beginning God
created the matter (Gen 1:1 — creatio prima) and during the rest
of creation he arranged it in order and gave it detail (Gen 1:2ff —
creatio secunda).

e) Objections to the time fixed by Scripture:

1)

2)

From astronomy.

Millions of years were required for the light of the most distant galaxies
to reach the earth.

Grudem: It is difficult to understand why the evidence of star life cycles
and the expansion of the universe would make the universe appear to be 15
billion years old if it were not. It is possible, but it seems unlikely, almost
as if God’s only purpose in giving these uniform apparent ages was to
mislead us rather than simply to have a mature, functioning universe in
place. So the old earth advocates seem to me to have a greater weight of
scientific evidence on their side, and it seems that the weight of evidence is
increasing yearly (Systematic Theology, p 307). Although our
conclusions are tentative, at this point in our understanding, Scripture
seems to be more easily understood to suggest (but not to require) a young
earth view, while the observable facts of creation seem increasingly to
favor an old earth view. Both views are possible, but neither one is
certain” (p. 308).

From geology.

The stages of development, traces of which are found in the earth's surface,
each have required millions of years.

Millard Erickson: The age of the creation is one point where there is
conflict between science and the Bible. On one hand, the biblical statement
seems quite straightforward. God created the earth in six days. Since the
word used in Genesis is the common term oi* (yom), it is presumed that

these were twenty-four-hour periods of time. Attempts have been made to
calculate the time of creation by using the ages given in the biblical
geneaologies. Archbishop James Ussher arrived at a date of 4004 B.C. for
the creation. On these terms the creation is no more than about six
thousand years old. Ussher’s conclusion was satisfactory before the
development of modern geology, which is only a rather recent
development. William Smith, the founder of stratigraphical geology, died
in 1839; and Charles Lyell, the systematizer of geological learning, died in
1875. Thus, geology of the type that we know today came of age only in
the nineteenth century. When it did, however, serious problems arose for
the traditional dating of creation. A number of methods have been
developed for dating the earth, many of them relating to the characteristics
of radioactive materials. Out of these methods came a consensus that the
earth is several billion years old, perhaps five or six billion or even more
(Christian Theology, p 405, 406).
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3) Response to the objections:

Was God, who fixed the laws of nature, which are gradual processes for
the preservation of the world, bound by them in creation? Also remember
the creation of the world with the appearance of age, the curse on the
world, and the effects of the Flood.

4.  What God created in the beginning is called:

a)

b)

Heaven and earth.

Genesis 1:1; 2:4 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
24 This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created.

The world (xéapoc).

Matthew 13:35 So was fulfilled what was spoken through the prophet: “I will
open my mouth in parables, I will utter things hidden since the creation of the
world.”

Matthew 24:21 For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the
beginning of the world until now—and never to be equaled again.

Matthew 25:34 Then the King will say to those on his right, “Come, you who
are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you
since the creation of the world.”

John 17:5,24  And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory |
had with you before the world began. ** Father, | want those you have given me
to be with me where | am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me
because you loved me before the creation of the world.

Romans 1:20 For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his
eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from
what has been made, so that men are without excuse.

All things (t& mavta: the universe; das All).
1 Corinthians 8:6 Yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom all
things came and for whom we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ,

through whom all things came and through whom we live.

Ephesians 3:9 And to make plain to everyone the administration of this
mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things.

Ephesians 4:10 He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than
all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.

Colossians 1:16 For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on

earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities;
all things were created by him and for him.
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5.

d)

Hebrews 1:3 The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact
representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word.

Hebrews 2:10 In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom
and through whom everything exists, should make the author of their salvation
perfect through suffering.

Revelation 4:11 You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor
and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and
have their being.

Creation (ktiow).

Mark 10:6 But at the beginning of creation God “made them male and female.”
Mark 13:19 Because those will be days of distress unequaled from the
beginning, when God created the world, until now—and never to be equaled

again.

Colossians 1:15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all
creation.

2 Peter 3:4 They will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? Ever since our
fathers died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.”

Revelation 3:14 To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: These are the
words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God’s creation.

Worlds, universe (aiéveg)  Note: This is a peculiar use of the
author of Hebrews, apparently based on the late use of the Hebrew

word o%ip.

Hebrews 1:2 But in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he
appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe.

Hebrews 11:3 By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s
command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible.

The world was created to be the home of man.

a)

Scripture teaches this truth.

Genesis 1:26,28,29  Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our
likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over
the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the
ground.” 2 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in
number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of
the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.”  Then God
said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and
every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food.”

Psalm 115:16 The highest heavens belong to the LORD, but the earth he has
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b)

given to man.

Isaiah 45:12,18 It is | who made the earth and created mankind upon it. My
own hands stretched out the heavens; | marshaled their starry hosts. *® For this is
what the LORD says—he who created the heavens, he is God; he who fashioned
and made the earth, he founded it; he did not create it to be empty, but formed it
to be inhabited—he says: “I am the LORD, and there is no other.”

Acts 17:26 From one man he made every nation of men, that they should
inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and the exact
places where they should live.

The vast mechanism of the universe was called into being in order to
serve the earth and man.

Genesis 1:14-18 ' And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky
to separate the day from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark seasons
and days and years, *>and let them be lights in the expanse of the sky to give
light on the earth.” And it was so. *® God made two great lights—the greater light
to govern the day and the lesser light to govern the night. He also made the stars.
YGod set them in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth, *® to govern
the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. And God saw that it
was good.

Note. The astronomy of the Bible is anthropocentric in its purpose. It does not
necessarily follow that the universe is geocentric in its physical arrangement.

When the world left its Creator’s hand it was perfect in every detail.
1) It was perfectly adapted for its purpose.

Genesis 1:31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And
there was evening, and there was morning—the sixth day.

Genesis 2:1-3 Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their
vast array. ?By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been
doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his work. * And God
blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all
the work of creating that he had done.

Psalm 104:31 May the glory of the LORD endure forever; may the LORD
rejoice in his works.

2) The world proclaimed the glory of the loving God.

Psalm 19:1 The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the
work of his hands.

Psalm 97:6 The heavens proclaim his righteousness, and all the peoples
see his glory.

Psalm 148:1-14 Praise the LORD. Praise the LORD from the heavens,
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d)

praise him in the heights above. ? Praise him, all his angels, praise him, all
his heavenly hosts. * Praise him, sun and moon, praise him, all you shining
stars. * Praise him, you highest heavens and you waters above the skies.
Let them praise the name of the LORD, for he commanded and they were
created. ® He set them in place for ever and ever; he gave a decree that will
never pass away. ' Praise the LORD from the earth, you great sea creatures
and all ocean depths, ® lightning and hail, snow and clouds, stormy winds
that do his bidding, ? you mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars,
wild animals and all cattle, small creatures and flying birds, * kings of the
earth and all nations, you princes and all rulers on earth, young men and
maidens, old men and children. *3Let them praise the name of the LORD,
for his name alone is exalted; his splendor is above the earth and the
heavens. ** He has raised up for his people a horn, the praise of all his
saints, of Israel, the people close to his heart. Praise the LORD.

Romans 1:20 For since the creation of the world God’s invisible
gualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen,
being understood from what has been made, so that men are without
excuse.

Revelation 4:11 You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and
honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were
created and have their being.

Being man's abode, the earth shares man'’s fate.

Genesis 3:17-19  To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and
ate from the tree about which I commanded you, “You must not eat of it,’
“Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all
the days of your life. ** It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will
eat the plants of the field. *° By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food
until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and
to dust you will return.”

Isaiah 34:4 All the stars of the heavens will be dissolved and the sky rolled up
like a scroll; all the starry host will fall like withered leaves from the vine, like
shriveled figs from the fig tree.

Luke 21:25-26  There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth,
nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea.
%Men will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for
the heavenly bodies will be shaken.

Romans 8:20,22,23 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its
own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope. ? We know that
the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the
present time. 2 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the
Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the
redemption of our bodies.

2 Peter 3:10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will
disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and
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everything in it will be laid bare.

Isaiah 66:22 “As the new heavens and the new earth that | make will endure
before me,” declares the LORD, “so will your name and descendants endure.”

2 Peter 3:13 But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new
heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness.

Revelation 21:1 Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven
and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea.

For a summary definition of creation, note the following:

Gerhard: Creation is an act of the one and only God, an undivided work of the three
persons of the Deity, by which the Father through the co-eternal Son in the co-eternal
Holy Spirit, of his free will on six distinct days created all things visible and invisible,
not out of some material co-existing with them from eternity, but out of nothing, for
the glory of his name and the use of man. And all things which God made are very
good (Loci Theologici, IV, p 51).

I1.  Having created the abode of man, God provides also for its maintenance,
and for man's subsistence (providentia).

1.

The Lutheran dogmaticians often spoke about providence in a broad and
a narrow sense. The broad sense included foreknowledge, decree, and
execution. The narrow sense was just execution.

Brochmand: God’s providence is his activity of knowing and seeing all things. In this
way he cares for the entire world and every single creature in the world, both great
and small; and he attends their movements, actions, and passions, that he might
effectively and mercifully advance all things which are good, strictly contain and
severely punish all evil, and bring all things to his glory and the salvation of pious
men (Definitiones Articulorum Fidei, p A4).

Calov: Divine government or providence follows the creation of created things, by
which God preserves and rules the whole world. ... Divine providence is an activity
of God by which according to his will he freely, wisely, and powerfully preserves and
governs all things and the individual things to the praise of his glory. ... To explain
the essence of providence three things are pertinent: 1) mpoyvwatg or foresight, or
foreknowledge; 2) npdOeoic or the arrangement, purpose, or decree of God; 3)
diéxnoig or administration (Systema, 111, art. VI, cap. 1, p 1127).

Baier: Opinions differ inasmuch as some contend that not so much the immanent acts
of the divine mind and will as the outward acts themselves of preserving and
governing are signified by the term “providence”; others indeed teach that the
immanent act is denoted by this term. They believe, moreover, that it pertains to the
intellect essentially, to the will consequently; others (believe) vice versa.
Nevertheless, it is easily recognized that this whole controversy is not so much about
the matter itself as about the terms (Compendium, 11, caput V, p 161).

Heerbrand: Providence is an activity of God by which he not only discerns all things
and foresees things that are in the future as far as we are concerned, but also preserves
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and governs the whole nature of things which he has created and provides all
necessary things for the human race, but especially for his church, and then also for
the rest of the creatures (Compendium. Theologiae, p 87).

Hafenreffer: Providence is the activity of God who knows and sees all things by
which without intermission he paternally preserves, cares for, fosters, governs, and
controls all things created by him and the course of the whole universe, graciously
promoting all good things, but severely checking evil things and wisely directing
them to good ends (Loci, p 101).

In contemporary usage the term “providence” refers only to execution,
that is, to God’s governance of the world.

a)

b)

This governance presupposes foreknowledge (mpéyvwatg, praescientia,
praevisio).

Isaiah 65:24 Before they call | will answer; while they are still speaking I will
hear.

Matthew 6:32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly
Father knows that you need them.

Ephesians 3:8,9 Although I am less than the least of all God’s people, this
grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, °
and to make plain to everyone the adminstration of this mystery, which for ages
past was kept hidden in God, who created all things.

Hoffmann: And in reference to mpoyvwaty it must be noted indeed partly that it is
attributed to God only anthropopathically and with respect to us who live in time
and measure things according to earlier and later; but God sees all things as
present, as it were, and looks at them in a perpetual, stable, and immutable now
(viv) (Synopsis theol., de provid., 11, ecthes., p 300).

An apparent clash between God's foreknowledge and human
freedom of action has been noted above.

Jerome: The foreknowledge of future things does not make immutable what God
knows as future. For it is not God’s knowledge of future things that makes it
necessary that we do that which he foreknew; but that which we are going to do
of our own will he knows as future.... It is one thing when | say that with
respect to divine foreknowledge something is immutable or will necessarily
happen. But it is another thing when | say that a thing is immutable on account
of the foreknowledge of God, or, which is the same, that (God's) foreknowledge
makes the foreknown things necessary.... In this respect it is rightly said:
foreknown things happen in the way they are foreknown, not casually with
respect to foreknowledge, as if this makes the foreknown things happen in this
way and no other; but only conditionally, in so far as God has foreknown things
in no other way than as they will happen from their own proper causes and
indeed freely. Now therefore when something happens in this way, it is rightly
said that it could not happen in another way with respect to divine
foreknowledge; according to the common rule: everything which is, when it is,
must then necessarily be (Quoted in Schmid, Doctrinal Theology, p 177-178).
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c) Itpresupposes also a decree (mpbbeatg, decretum, propositum).

Isaiah 14:27 For the LORD Almighty has purposed, and who can thwart him?
His hand is stretched out, and who can turn it back?

Isaiah 19:12,17 Where are your wise men now? Let them show you and make
known what the LORD Almighty has planned against Egypt. * And the land of
Judah will bring terror to the Egyptians; everyone to whom Judah is mentioned
will be terrified, because of what the LORD Almighty is planning against them.

Acts 17:31 For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by
the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by raising him
from the dead.

Quenstedt: And so although divine providence presupposes mpéyvwaty or
foreknowledge and mpdbeatv or the decree of providing made from eternity,
nevertheless it itself properly and essentially consists in dtoixnaet or the actual
preservation and governing of created things (TDP, pars |, cap. XII, sect. I, thes.
IV, p 527).

Note. The terms mpéyvwaig and mpdbeats are used also with reference to God's
decree of election.—These two acts, providence and predestination, must not be
confused. (cf. Ro 8:28,29; 11:2; Eph 1:11; Am 3:2.)

Hoffmann: ITpéfeats, decree, however, is taken here not in a special sense
concerning God's purpose with respect to our salvation, as it is taken in
Rom.8:28; Eph.1:11; for in this way it is considered in the chapter on
predestination, but in a general sense, as it includes all things which are subject
to God's providence (Loci, c., p 301)

Formula of Concord, Ep., XI, 2-5: For the foreknowledge of God is nothing else
than that God knows all things before they happen, as it is written Dan 2:28:
There is a God in heaven that reveals secrets and makes known to the king
Nebuchadezzar what shall be in the latter days. This foreknowledge extends
alike over the godly and the wicked, but it is not the cause of evil, neither of sin,
namely, of doing what is wrong, which originally arises from the devil and the
wicked, perverse will of man, nor of their ruin that men perish, for which they
themselves are responsible; but it only regulates it, and fixes a limit to it and
how long it should last, and all this to the end that it should serve his elect for
their salvation, notwithstanding that it is evil in itself. The predestination or
eternal election of God, however, extends only over the godly, beloved children
of God, being a cause of the salvation, which he also provides, as well as
disposes what belongs thereto. Upon this predestination of God our salvation is
founded so firmly that the gates of hell cannot overcome it. John 10:28; Matt.
16:18. This predestination of God is not to be investigated in the secret counsel
of God, but to be sought in the Word of God, where it is also revealed.

3. Providence is a work of the Triune God (opus ad extra).
a) Itisascribed to God in a general way.

Psalm 36:6-9 Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains, your justice
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b)

like the great deep. O LORD, you preserve both man and beast. " How priceless
is your unfailing love! Both high and low among men find refuge in the shadow
of your wings. ° They feast on the abundance of your house; you give them
drink from your river of delights. ° For with you is the fountain of life; in your
light we see light.

Jeremiah 10:10,13 But the LORD is the true God; he is the living God, the
eternal King. When he is angry, the earth trembles; the nations cannot endure
his wrath. **When he thunders, the waters in the heavens roar; he makes clouds
rise from the ends of the earth. He sends lightning with the rain and brings out
the wind from his storehouses.

Acts 17:26-28  From one man he made every nation of men, that they should
inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and the exact
places where they should live. ?” God did this so that men would seek him and
perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from each one of us.
%8 *For in him we live and move and have our being.” As some of your own
poets have said, “We are his offspring.’

Psalm 103:20-22 Praise the LORD, you his angels, you mighty ones who do
his bidding, who obey his word. 2! Praise the LORD, all his heavenly hosts,
you his servants who do his will. % Praise the LORD, all his works everywhere
in his dominion. Praise the LORD, O my soul.

Psalm 145:18-21  The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on
him in truth. ** He fulfills the desires of those who fear him; he hears their cry
and saves them. ?° The LORD watches over all who love him, but all the
wicked he will destroy. ?* My mouth will speak in praise of the LORD. Let
every creature praise his holy name for ever and ever.

See also Ps 104:1-35.
It is preeminently a work of the Father.

Matthew 6:26,30,32  Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or
store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much
more valuable than they? * If that is how God clothes the grass of the field,
which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more
clothe you, O you of little faith? ** For the pagans run after all these things, and
your heavenly Father knows that you need them.

Matthew 10:29-31  Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of
them will fall to the ground apart from the will of your Father. ** And even the
very hairs of your head are all numbered. * So don’t be afraid; you are worth
more than many sparrows.

John 5:17,20  Jesus said to them, “My Father is always at his work to this very
day, and 1, too, am working.” % For the Father loves the Son and shows him all
he does. Yes, to your amazement he will show him even greater things than
these.

It is also a work of the Son and the Spirit.
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Colossians 1:17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.

Hebrews 1:3 The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact
representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he
had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty
in heaven.

Psalm 104:29,30 When you hide your face, they are terrified; when you take
away their breath, they die and return to the dust. * When you send your Spirit,
they are created, and you renew the face of the earth.

Matthew 12:28 But if | drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then the
kingdom of God has come upon you.

4. According to the objects a threefold providence may be distinguished.

a)

God provides for all of his creatures in general (providentia
universalis).

Job 12:9,10 Which of all these does not know that the hand of the LORD has
done this? ™ In his hand is the life of every creature and the breath of all
mankind.

Job 38:41 Who provides food for the raven when its young cry out to God and
wander about for lack of food?

Psalm 104:29,30 When you hide your face, they are terrified; when you take
away their breath, they die and return to the dust. * When you send your Spirit,
they are created, and you renew the face of the earth.

Psalm 145:9,15,16 The LORD is good to all; he has compassion on all he has
made. ** The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food at the proper
time. '®You open your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing.

Psalm 147:9 He provides food for the cattle and for the young ravens when
they call.

Matthew 6:26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store
away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more
valuable than they?

Matthew 10:29,30 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them
will fall to the ground apart from the will of your Father. ** And even the very
hairs of your head are all numbered.

Luke 12:6 Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is
forgotten by God.

Colossians 1:17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.
Hebrews 1:3 The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact
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b)

c)

representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word.

Cicero offers a contrary view: The gods take care of the big things, they neglect
the little things (De nat. Deor., 1, 66; 111, 35)

Jerome: It is an absurd detraction of the majesty of God to say that God knows
every moment how many gnats are born and how many die; how many bedbugs,
fleas, and flies there are on the earth, what number of fish live in the water
(Quoted by Quenstedt in Baier, 11, p 166).

Quenstedt’s response: If it was not unworthy of and improper for God to create
even the minutest creatures, much less can it be improper for him to rule what he
has created (TDP, pars 1.c.13.5.2.9.1.f.768).

God provides for man in particular (providentia specialis).
1) God provides for all people.

Job 10:8-12 *Your hands shaped me and made me. Will you now turn
and destroy me? ° Remember that you molded me like clay. Will you now
turn me to dust again? *° Did you not pour me out like milk and curdle me
like cheese, ** clothe me with skin and flesh and knit me together with
bones and sinews? ** You gave me life and showed me kindness, and in
your providence watched over my spirit.

Job 14:1,5 Man born of woman is of few days and full of trouble. *Man’s
days are determined; you have decreed the number of his months and have
set limits he cannot exceed.

Psalm 139:15,16 My frame was not hidden from you when | was made in
the secret place. When | was woven together in the depths of the earth, *°
your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were
written in your book before one of them came to be.

2) God provides even for the wicked.
Psalm 73:3-5 For | envied the arrogant when | saw the prosperity of the
wicked. * They have no struggles; their bodies are healthy and strong.®

They are free from the burdens common to man; they are not plagued by
human ills.

Matthew 5:45 ...that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He
causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the
righteous and the unrighteous.

Above all, Christians may hope in a very special providence of their
heavenly Father (providentia specialissima).

Psalm 1:6 For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of
the wicked will perish.

Psalm 33:18,19  But the eyes of the LORD are on those who fear him, on
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those whose hope is in his unfailing love, = to deliver them from death and

keep them alive in famine.

Psalm 37:25 | was young and now | am old, yet | have never seen the righteous
forsaken or their children begging bread.

Psalm 145:18-21  The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on
him in truth.*® He fulfills the desires of those who fear him; he hears their cry
and saves them. 2 The LORD watches over all who love him, but all the wicked
he will destroy. 2 My mouth will speak in praise of the LORD. Let every
creature praise his holy name for ever and ever.

See also Ps 91:1-16; Ps 121:1-8
d) Observation is an insufficient source for the doctrine of providence.
Note the Christian's cross.

Gerhard: Those very things which are preserved and ruled by nature are a
witness of divine providence. If you wish to be a disciple of nature, you will find
that the most vile and least things are taken care of no less than the most noble;
that the things they need are given to all to the end of their life; that all things
continue to exist in a definite and wonderful order; that those things which act
without sense and thought nevertheless reach their goal; that those things which
fight with one another are tempered in such a way that, by breaking their powers
in turn, they benefit the world by their struggle.—But that knowledge of divine
providence sought from the book of nature is weak and imperfect, not because
of some fault of nature itself but of our mind. More certain and more perfect,
however, is that knowledge of providence which is sought from the book of
Scripture (Loci Theologici, IV, p 52).

I11. Providence is carried out in three acts:

Preservation — Cooperation — Government.

1.

Preservation (conservatio, providentia conservatrix).
God keeps and maintains his creatures in their original kind, properties,
and virtues.

a) God continues to preserve the world.
1) This is stated positively.

Acts 17:28 “For in him we live and move and have our being.” As some
of your own poets have said, “We are his offspring.”

Nehemiah 9:6 You alone are the LORD. You made the heavens, even the
highest heavens, and all their starry host, the earth and all that is on it, the
seas and all that is in them. You give life to everything, and the multitudes
of heaven worship you.
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Joshua 24:17 It was the LORD our God himself who brought us and our
fathers up out of Egypt, from that land of slavery, and performed those
great signs before our eyes. He protected us on our entire journey and
among all the nations through which we traveled.

Psalm 104:27-28 These all look to you to give them their food at the
proper time. 2 When you give it to them, they gather it up; when you open
your hand, they are satisfied with good things.

2) This is stated negatively.

Psalm 104:29-30 When you hide your face, they are terrified; when you
take away their breath, they die and return to the dust. ** When you send
your Spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of the earth.

Matthew 5:36 And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even
one hair white or black.

Matthew 6:26,27 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or
store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not
much more valuable than they? >’ Who of you by worrying can add a single
hour to his life?

b) God’s preservation pertains to the kind and the individual.

1)

God preserves the kind.

-a) The creation of “kinds” was an important aspect of
creation.

Genesis 1:11,12,21,24,25 Then God said, “Let the land produce
vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit
with seed in it, according to their various kinds.” And it was so. 12The
land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds
and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And
God saw that it was good. ?* So God created the great creatures of
the sea and every living and moving thing with which the water
teems, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to
its kind. And God saw that it was good. ** And God said, “Let the
land produce living creatures according to their kinds: livestock,
creatures that move along the ground, and wild animals, each
according to its kind.” And it was s0. % God made the wild animals
according to their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and all
the creatures that move along the ground according to their kinds.
And God saw that it was good.

-b) God preserves the kind.
Genesis 6:20 Two of every kind of bird, of every kind of animal and

of every kind of creature that moves along the ground will come to
you to be kept alive. Also Genesis 7:14.
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2)

Genesis 8:19 All the animals and all the creatures that move along
the ground and all the birds—everything that moves on the earth—
came out of the ark, one kind after another.

Acts 17:26,28  From one man he made every nation of men, that
they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set
for them and the exact places where they should live.?® ‘For in him
we live and move and have our being.” As some of your own poets
have said, ‘We are his offspring.’

God preserves the individual.
Psalm 73:23 Yet | am always with you; you hold me by my right hand.

Psalm 139:1-5,7-10,13 O LORD, you have searched me and you know
me. 2 You know when I sit and when | rise; you perceive my thoughts from
afar.®You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with
all my ways. * Before a word is on my tongue you know it completely, O
LORD. °*You hem me in—behind and before; you have laid your hand
upon me. "Where can | go from your Spirit? Where can | flee from your
presence?® If | go up to the heavens, you are there; if | make my bed in the
depths, you are there. ? If | rise on the wings of the dawn, if | settle on the
far side of the sea, *° even there your hand will guide me, your right hand
will hold me fast. **For you created my inmost being; you knit me
together in my mother’s womb.

Psalm 146:9 The LORD watches over the alien and sustains the fatherless
and the widow, but he frustrates the ways of the wicked.

Matthew 10:29,30  Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one
of them will fall to the ground apart from the will of your Father. ** And
even the very hairs of your head are all numbered.  Parallel Luke 21:18.

c) Preservation is not negative, a mere “letting” exist, but a positive act
of God.

1)

2)

Preservation involves God’s will.

Psalm 33:9,11,18,19 For he spoke, and it came to be; he commanded,
and it stood firm. ™ But the plans of the LORD stand firm forever, the
purposes of his heart through all generations. ** But the eyes of the LORD
are on those who fear him, on those whose hope is in his unfailing love, 19
to deliver them from death and keep them alive in famine.

James 4:15 Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live
and do this or that.”

Preservation involves God’s operation.

John 5:17 Jesus said to them, “My Father is always at his work to this
very day, and I, too, am working.”
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3)

Preservation involves penetration of creation.

Psalm 139:3,5,13 You discern my going out and my lying down; you are
familiar with all my ways. ® You hem me in—behind and before; you have
laid your hand upon me. ** For you created my inmost being; you knit me
together in my mother’s womb.

Acts 17:28 “For in him we live and move and have our being.” As some
of your own poets have said, “We are his offspring.”

Hoffmann: For just as God is everywhere by his essence and permeates all
things, and intimately penetrates the individual essences of created things;
so by this penetration and influx the individual things are sustained and
preserved in their being. As the existence of the rays of the sun is
dependent on the sun, so also the existence of the creatures is dependent on
the preservation of God through a continuous, direct, and positive influx. If
this were withdrawn even for a moment, they would not be able to exist.
And indeed this influx is not only general but special, or rather particular,
by which he preserves each and every thing, not only the classes and
species of things, but also the individuals by touching them directly by his
own action and not only through the power implanted by him or left in
effect (Synopsis theol., loc. X, 1, p 302).

Hollaz: Divine preservation is not a merely negative or indirect act, for it
does not consist only in this that God does not wish to destroy or annihilate
the things he has created, but to leave them by their own strength, in so far
as they are able to thrive and continue from the power given to them
through creation; but it is a positive and direct act, by which God in the
nature of an efficient cause by a true and real influx flows into the essence
of the things which are to be preserved, so that they persist and remain in
nature by their own properties and powers (Examen, p 441).

d) Ordinarily God carries out his preservation by natural means.

1)

God preserves according to natural laws.

Genesis 1:11,14-18,22 Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation:
seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it,
according to their various kinds.” And it was so. 14 And God said, “Let
there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from the night,
and let them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and years, **and let
them be lights in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth.” And it
was so. *® God made two great lights—the greater light to govern the day
and the lesser light to govern the night. He also made the stars.*” God set
them in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth,*® to govern the
day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. And God saw that it
was good. % God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and increase in
number and fill the water in the seas, and let the birds increase on the
earth.”

Genesis 8:22 As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and
heat, summer and winter, day and night will never cease.
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2)

3)

God preserves by means of natural causes.

Genesis 1:29,30 Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on
the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it.
They will be yours for food. * And to all the beasts of the earth and all the
birds of the air and all the creatures that move on the ground—everything
that has the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for food.” And it
was So.

Genesis 2:15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of
Eden to work it and take care of it.

Note also Genesis 3:17-19  To Adam he said, “Because you listened to
your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, “You must
not eat of it,” *“Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil
you will eat of it all the days of your life.*® It will produce thorns and
thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field.'® By the sweat of
your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from
it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.”

Psalm 104:13,14 He waters the mountains from his upper chambers; the
earth is satisfied by the fruit of his work. ** He makes grass grow for the
cattle, and plants for man to cultivate— bringing forth food from the earth.

Psalm 145:15,16 The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their
food at the proper time. ° You open your hand and satisfy the desires of
every living thing.

Psalm 147:8,9 He covers the sky with clouds; he supplies the earth with
rain and makes grass grow on the hills.® He provides food for the cattle and
for the young ravens when they call.

Acts 14:17 Yet he has not left himself without testimony: He has shown
kindness by giving you rain from heaven and crops in their seasons; he
provides you with plenty of food and fills your hearts with joy.
Both the laws and the secondary causes are established by God.
-a) He establishes them.
Job 28:25,26 When he established the force of the wind and
measured out the waters, ® when he made a decree for the rain and a
path for the thunderstorm...
-b) He keeps them effective by his word and operative presence.
Deuteronomy 8:3 He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then
feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your fathers had

known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on
every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD.
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Matthew 4:4 Jesus answered, “It is written: “Man does not live on
bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.””

Hebrews 1:3 The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact
representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful
word.

Exodus 4:10-12 Moses said to the LORD, “O Lord, | have never
been eloquent, neither in the past nor since you have spoken to your
servant. | am slow of speech and tongue.” ** The LORD said to him,
“Who gave man his mouth? Who makes him deaf or mute? Who
gives him sight or makes him blind? Is it not I, the LORD? ** Now go;
I will help you speak and will teach you what to say.”

1 Samuel 14:6 Jonathan said to his young armor-bearer, “Come,
let’s go over to the outpost of those uncircumcised fellows. Perhaps
the LORD will act in our behalf. Nothing can hinder the LORD from
saving, whether by many or by few.”

Note: remember that what we call the “laws of nature” are simply
human observations about how things work. They are changing,
human constructions, not necessarily equal to the underlying
principles God established.

e) Preservation may be called “creatio continuata” or “creatio continua”.

1) This term emphasizes the truth of God’s ongoing providence
over against the deistic error.

Acts 17:25,28 And he is not served by human hands, as if he
needed anything, because he himself gives all men life and breath and
everything else. *® “For in him we live and move and have our being.”
As some of your own poets have said, “We are his offspring.”

Psalm 104:29-30  When you hide your face, they are terrified;
when you take away their breath, they die and return to the dust. ¥
When you send your Spirit, they are created, and you renew the face
of the earth.

Quenstedt: God preserves all things by a continuation of the action by
which he produced things at first. For the preservation of a thing is
properly nothing else than its continued production, nor do they differ
except by a certain outward terminology (TDP, I, p 531).

Hoffmann: This preservation is nothing else than a continued creation
(Synopsis theol., I. c., p 302).

Gerhard: Preservation is the continuation of existence.... It is a
continuous influx of divine power, as it were, which preserves all
things, an influx into all existing things; if it were withdrawn even for
a moment, they would not be able to act, indeed, not even to exist
(Loci, tom. IV, loc. VII, cap. V, LXII, p 83).
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2)

Luther: We Christians know that with God creating and preserving
are
identical (LW 4:136).

If improperly stressed, however, it might ultimately lead to
pantheism or theistic evolution.

Heraclitus (d. 475 BC): The universe flows along like a river (as quoted by
Hoenecke, Dogmatik, I1, p 252).

Ted Peters: In light of the big-bang cosmogony and its concept of finite
time beginning at t = 0, there may be some consonance between natural
science and this Christian commitment. In addition, however, non-
equilibrium thermodynamics and the theory of evolution clearly indicate
epigenetic or ongoing creative activity. Time means new things can appear.
It makes sense, then, to speak as well of creatio continua. Therefore, we
need not have to choose between creation out of nothing and continuing
creation. We need both (God, the World’s Future, p 134).

Providence includes cooperation or concurrence (concursus, providentia
cooperatrix), which can be described as follows: God directly influences
and assists every creature in its functions and activities according to its

unique nature.

a) All events in this world are ascribed to two causes.

1)

Nothing takes place without the will and influence of God.

Deuteronomy 8:10-11, 17-18: When you have eaten and are satisfied,
praise the LORD your God for the good land he has given you. ' Be
careful that you do not forget the LORD your God.... *" You may say to
yourself, “My power and the strength of my hands have produced this
wealth for me.” *® But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who
gives you the ability to produce wealth.

Joshua 24:17 It was the LORD our God himself who brought us and our
fathers up out of Egypt, from that land of slavery, and performed those
great signs before our eyes. He protected us on our entire journey and
among all the nations through which we traveled.

2 Samuel 8:6 [David] put garrisons in the Aramean kingdom of
Damascus, and the Arameans became subject to him and brought tribute.
The LORD gave David victory wherever he went.

Job 10:8 Your hands shaped me and made me. Will you now turn and
destroy me?

Amos 3:6 When a trumpet sounds in a city, do not the people tremble?
When disaster comes to a city, has not the LORD caused it?
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2)

Acts 17:28 “For in him we live and move and have our being.” As some
of your own poets have said, “We are his offspring.”

Philippians 2:13 For it is God who works in you to will and to act
according to his good purpose.

A relatively independent virtue and influence is ascribed to the
so-called “secondary causes” (causae secundae).

Genesis 1:22,28,29  God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and increase
in number and fill the water in the seas, and let the birds increase on the
earth.” ® God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in
number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the
birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” %
Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the
whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours
for food.”

Proverbs 28:19 He who works his land will have abundant food, but the
one who chases fantasies will have his fill of poverty.  Parallel:
Proverbs 12:1

Ecclesiastes 1:5-7 The sun rises and the sun sets, and hurries back to
where it rises.  The wind blows to the south and turns to the north; round
and round it goes, ever returning on its course. ’ All streams flow into the
sea, yet the sea is never full. To the place the streams come from, there
they return again.

Matthew 23:37 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and
stone those sent to you, how often | have longed to gather your children
together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not
willing.

b) God through a general influence (influxus generalis) cooperates with
his creatures to produce the result.

1)

Scripture teaches this truth.

Psalm 104:14-15 He makes grass grow for the cattle, and plants for man
to cultivate—bringing forth food from the earth: * wine that gladdens the
heart of man, oil to make his face shine, and bread that sustains his heart.

Psalm 147:9-10 He provides food for the cattle and for the young ravens
when they call. '°His pleasure is not in the strength of the horse, nor his
delight in the legs of a man.

Exodus 4:10-12 Moses said to the LORD, “O Lord, | have never been
eloquent, neither in the past nor since you have spoken to your servant. |
am slow of speech and tongue.” * The LORD said to him, “Who gave man
his mouth? Who makes him deaf or mute? Who gives him sight or makes
him blind? Is it not I, the LORD? ** Now go; | will help you speak and will
teach you what to say.”
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2)

1 Samuel 14:6 Jonathan said to his young armor-bearer, “Come, let’s go
over to the outpost of those uncircumcised fellows. Perhaps the LORD will
act in our behalf. Nothing can hinder the LORD from saving, whether by
many or by few.”

1 Samuel 17:40,46-50 Then [David] took his staff in his hand, chose five
smooth stones from the stream, put them in the pouch of his shepherd’s
bag and, with his sling in his hand, approached the Philistine. *° This day
the LORD will hand you over to me, and I’ll strike you down and cut off
your head. Today | will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the
birds of the air and the beasts of the earth, and the whole world will know
that there is a God in Israel. *’ All those gathered here will know that it is
not by sword or spear that the LORD saves; for the battle is the LORD’s,
and he will give all of you into our hands.” *® As the Philistine moved
closer to attack him, David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet him.
“Reaching into his bag and taking out a stone, he slung it and struck the
Philistine on the forehead. The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell
facedown on the ground. *° So David triumphed over the Philistine with a
sling and a stone; without a sword in his hand he struck down the Philistine
and killed him.

Psalm 135:7 He makes clouds rise from the ends of the earth; he sends
lightning with the rain and brings out the wind from his storehouses.

Psalm 148:8 Lightning and hail, snow and clouds, stormy winds that do
his bidding.

Acts 17:25,26,28 And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed
anything, because he himself gives all men life and breath and everything
else. ?® From one man he made every nation of men, that they should
inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and the
exact places where they should live.?® “For in him we live and move and
have our being.” As some of your own poets have said, “We are his
offspring.”

Quenstedt: The question here is not whether God gives the power of acting
to secondary causes and preserves it, for this way of cooperating attributes
no more to God than that he preserves the essence of things and their
ability to act which he gave them in the beginning. But this is the question:
whether God influences the action of secondary causes directly and along
with the action the effect as such according to the need of each one. Divine
omnipresence coincides with divine cooperation as far as the thing is
concerned (TDP, pars |, cap. XIII, sect. Il. qu. I1, observ. V, p 544).

Such actions are joint actions.

-a) The action is produced not by God alone, nor by the
creature alone.

-b) Not in part by God, in part by the creature.
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-C) But by a joint action of both.

Quenstedt: Concerning the cooperation of the primary cause (i.e.,
God) with secondary causes it must be noted that God not only gives
the power to act to secondary causes and preserves it (Durandus,
Taurellus, certain papists and Arminians limit the whole cooperation
of God to this alone), but that he influences the action and effect of
the creature directly, in such a way that the same effect is produced
not by God alone, nor by the creature alone, nor partly by God, partly
by the creature, but with one and the same efficacy it is produced in
its entirety at one and the same time by God and the creature, by God
namely as the universal and first cause, by the creature as the
particular and secondary cause. Therefore, if God should withdraw
his cooperation, the action of the creature would cease, as was
apparent in the Babylonian fire (Dn 3:27). ...The influence of God is
not in fact one action, the work of the creature another, but the action
is one and indivisible, in respect to both and dependent on both, on
God as the universal cause, on the creature as the particular cause. ...
Just as one and the same writing depends on the hand and the pen,
not one part on the hand and another on the pen, but the whole
depends on the hand and the whole on the pen, so the cooperation of
God is not prior to the particular action of the creature by a priority
of causality, since it is in reality entirely one and the same action.
And therefore God produces the whole effect, just as the secondary
cause also does, because it takes place through the outward action of
God, which is intimately included in the action of the creature, yes, is
one and the same with it (TDP, thes. XV, nota I, p 351).

c) God cooperates with the creatures according to their peculiar nature.

1)

2)

God cooperates with secondary causes according to their nature.
With free ones he cooperates freely. With necessary ones he
cooperates necessarily, with strong ones strongly, etc.

God cooperates in the outward action (ad materiale), not in the
essence ( i.e., the moral quality) of the action (ad formale). The
gun works for the police officer and for the murderer, but God
does not approve of the action of the murderer.

-a) Their individual natures were given to the creatures by God
for this very purpose.

Genesis 1:15,29,30 “And let them be lights in the expanse of the sky
to give light on the earth.” And it was so. % Then God said, “I give
you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every
tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. * And
to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air and all the
creatures that move on the ground—everything that has the breath of
life in it—I give every green plant for food.” And it was so.

Genesis 9:3 Everything that lives and moves will be food for you.
Just as | gave you the green plants, I now give you everything.
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-b)

Exodus 4:11 The LORD said to him, “Who gave man his mouth?
Who makes him deaf or mute? Who gives him sight or makes him
blind? Is it not I, the LORD?”

Psalm 94:9 Does he who implanted the ear not hear? Does he who
formed the eye not see?

Sometimes God suspends such cooperation.

Daniel 3:27 And the satraps, prefects, governors and royal advisers
crowded around them. They saw that the fire had not harmed their
bodies, nor was a hair of their heads singed; their robes were not
scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them.

Psalm 127:1 Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labor in
vain. Unless the LORD watches over the city, the watchmen stand
guard in vain.

Leviticus 26:26 When | cut off your supply of bread, ten women
will be able to bake your bread in one oven, and they will dole out the
bread by weight. You will eat, but you will not be satisfied.

Isaiah 9:20  On the right they will devour, but still be hungry; on the
left they will eat, but not be satisfied. Each will feed on the flesh of
his own offspring.

Hosea 4:10 They will eat but not have enough; they will engage in
prostitution but not increase, because they have deserted the LORD
to give themselves.

Haggai 1:6,10 You have planted much, but have harvested little.
You eat, but never have enough. You drink, but never have your fill.
You put on clothes, but are not warm. You earn wages, only to put
them in a purse with holes in it. *° Therefore, because of you the
heavens have withheld their dew and the earth its crops.

God cooperates in actions produced by the will of man.

Hutter: “Contingent” is defined as that which, when it happens, is
neither impossible nor necessary, but which has a cause which from
its own nature could act otherwise, as is the case with the will of man.
Or, as others define it, “contingent” is that which could be this way or
that way, or which could happen or not happen, and before it happens
can be prevented from happening; but when it happens, it has a cause
which from its own nature was able to act otherwise and whose
opposite would not have been impossible.—The betrayal of Judas
with respect to divine providence is called necessary by a necessity of
consequence, because God certainly foresaw from eternity that Judas
with determined malice and a definite plan would betray Christ. But
it was contingent in so far as he would have been able to resist the
evil desires of his will and not betray Christ. Because God certainly

245



did not foresee those things otherwise than as they were going to
happen from their own causes; therefore they also happen just as God
has foreseen them (Loci com. theol., loc. 11, de providentia, qu. Il. p
229).

Hollaz: Those who teach a “preceding cooperation” are guilty of a
contradiction in terms. For if God co-operates, he does not operate in
advance. If he works with, he does not work beforehand. A pre-
motion is an antecedent act. But cooperation does not precede an
action but takes place when the action itself is produced (Examen,
pars I, cap. VI, qu. 18, prob. I, p 486).

d) How does God cooperate to produce a sinful act?

1)

God cooperates with his creatures in producing the purely
natural (physical or mental) processes (actiones et effectus qua
tales).

Deuteronomy 32:5,6 They have acted corruptly toward him; to their
shame they are no longer his children, but a warped and crooked
generation. ° Is this the way you repay the LORD, O foolish and unwise
people? Is he not your Father, your Creator, who made you and formed
you?

Deuteronomy 32:13-18 [The Lord] made him ride on the heights of the
land and fed him with the fruit of the fields. He nourished him with honey
from the rock, and with oil from the flinty crag, ** with curds and milk from
herd and flock and with fattened lambs and goats, with choice rams of
Bashan and the finest kernels of wheat. You drank the foaming blood of
the grape. ™ Jeshurun grew fat and kicked; filled with food, he became
heavy and sleek. He abandoned the God who made him and rejected the
Rock his Savior. *® They made him jealous with their foreign gods and
angered him with their detestable idols.*” They sacrificed to demons,
which are not God—gods they had not known, gods that recently appeared,
gods your fathers did not fear.™® You deserted the Rock, who fathered
you; you forgot the God who gave you birth.

Hosea 8:14 Israel has forgotten his Maker and built palaces; Judah has
fortified many towns. But | will send fire upon their cities that will
consume their fortresses.

Hosea 13:4-9 But | am the LORD your God, who brought you out of
Egypt. You shall acknowledge no God but me, no Savior except me.* |
cared for you in the desert, in the land of burning heat. ® When | fed them,
they were satisfied; when they were satisfied, they became proud; then
they forgot me.’ So I will come upon them like a lion, like a leopard I will
lurk by the path. ® Like a bear robbed of her cubs, | will attack them and rip
them open. Like a lion I will devour them; a wild animal will tear them
apart. °You are destroyed, O Israel, because you are against me, against
your helper.
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2)

3)

Isaiah 7:18-20  In that day the LORD will whistle for flies from the
distant streams of Egypt and for bees from the land of Assyria.*® They
will all come and settle in the steep ravines and in the crevices in the rocks,
on all the thornbushes and at all the water holes. % In that day the Lord will
use a razor hired from beyond the River—the king of Assyria—to shave
your head and the hair of your legs, and to take off your beards also.

Isaiah 10:5-15 Woe to the Assyrian, the rod of my anger, in whose hand
is the club of my wrath! ® 1 send him against a godless nation, | dispatch
him against a people who anger me, to seize loot and snatch plunder, and
to trample them down like mud in the streets. ’ But this is not what he
intends, this is not what he has in mind; his purpose is to destroy, to put an
end to many nations. ®“Are not my commanders all kings?” he says. °“Has
not Calno fared like Carchemish? Is not Hamath like Arpad, and Samaria
like Damascus? '° As my hand seized the kingdoms of the idols, kingdoms
whose images excelled those of Jerusalem and Samaria— ** shall | not deal
with Jerusalem and her images as | dealt with Samaria and her idols?” *?
When the Lord has finished all his work against Mount Zion and
Jerusalem, he will say, “I will punish the king of Assyria for the willful
pride of his heart and the haughty look in his eyes.” ** For he says: “By the
strength of my hand | have done this, and by my wisdom, because | have
understanding. I removed the boundaries of nations, I plundered their
treasures; like a mighty one I subdued their kings.'* As one reaches into a
nest, so my hand reached for the wealth of the nations; as men gather
abandoned eggs, so | gathered all the countries; not one flapped a wing, or
opened its mouth to chirp.” ** Does the ax raise itself above him who
swings it, or the saw boast against him who uses it? As if a rod were to
wield him who lifts it up, or a club brandish him who is not wood!

God cooperates with respect to the outward act (ad materiale),
not with respect to the essence (ad formale) of an evil action.

Psalm 50:16-22 But to the wicked, God says: “What right have you to
recite my laws or take my covenant on your lips?*’ You hate my
instruction and cast my words behind you.*® When you see a thief, you
join with him; you throw in your lot with adulterers.*® You use your
mouth for evil and harness your tongue to deceit. *° You speak continually
against your brother and slander your own mother’s son. * These things
you have done and | kept silent; you thought | was altogether like you. But
I will rebuke you and accuse you to your face. ** Consider this, you who
forget God, or | will tear you to pieces, with none to rescue.

God cooperates with the effect, not the defect of an action.

1John 3:4-8 Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is
lawlessness. °But you know that he appeared so that he might take away
our sins. And in him is no sin.®No one who lives in him keeps on sinning.
No one who continues to sin has either seen him or known him. ' Dear
children, do not let anyone lead you astray. He who does what is right is
righteous, just as he is righteous. ® He who does what is sinful is of the
devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason
the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work.
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Formula of Concord, Ep., XI 4, 3: This foreknowledge extends alike over
the godly and the wicked, but it is not the cause of evil, neither of sin,
namely, of doing what is wrong (which originally arises from the devil and
the wicked, perverse will of man), nor of their ruin, for which they
themselves are responsible; but it only regulates it, and fixes a limit to it
how long it should last, and all this to the end that it should serve His elect
for their salvation, notwithstanding that it is evil in itself.

Augsburg Confession, X1X: Of the cause of sin they teach that, although
God does create and preserve nature, yet the cause of sin is the will of the
wicked, that is, of the devil and ungodly men, which will, unaided of God,
turns itself from God, as Christ says John 8,44: When he speaks a lie, he
speaks of his own.

e) God's cooperation is denied by:

1)

2)

3)

4)

Atheism, denying the very existence of God, reduces the
universe to a mere mechanism.

Occasionalism (Descartes d. 1650) denies the reciprocal action
of mind and matter. This philosophy maintains that God moves
the creatures, which simply provide him with an occasion to
exercise his power. God takes an act of the will as an occasion to
produce a corresponding movement in the body or a given state
of the body as an occasion to produce a corresponding mental
attitude.

Described by Quenstedt: The effects of secondary causes are not properly
produced by the secondary causes (i.e., by the will of man as such), but
they are brought about by God alone in the presence of the secondary
things, which themselves do nothing (TDP, pars I, cap. XIII, sect. 2, qu.
111, antithesis V, p 546).

Deism claims that the world is a nicely constructed mechanism,
like a clock that has been wound up and now runs on its own.
In a general way God keeps it in condition. The individual
processes admit of no intervention or alteration.

S. J. Baumgarten (d. 1842): The general cooperation of God in all actions
of created things consists in this that God maintains their powers
(Glaubenslehre, B. I, Art. 4, Thes. 2, S. 807).

Determinism (fatalism) annuls the relative independence of the
creature.

Leyden Synopsis: It follows that there is no freedom of will in creatures

which does not have its origin in the first proper cause of all freedom
(Hoenecke, Dogmatik, 11, p 261).
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Johann Heinrich Hottinger (1667): God does not cooperate with the human
will only with a general and unspecific influence, but with a special and
determining influence (Cursus theolog., p 135).

Calvin: He foresees the things that are future for no other reason than that
he has decreed that they happen (Institutes 111, C23, S6).

Quran 6:39: Those who reject our songs are deaf and dumb,— in the midst
of darkness profound: whom Allah wills, He leaves to wander; whom he
wills, He places on the way that is straight.

f)  Theistic evolution claims concursus leaves room for evolution.

Philip Hefner: It is this notion of concursus which enables us to give scholastic
foundation to the possibility of God working in and through the evolutionary
process—whether it be biological evolution or the psychosocial evolution we
call history (Braaten and Jenson, Christian Dogmatics, vol. I, p 345, 346).

Providence includes government (gubernatio, providentia gubernatrix).
God controls and directs all events, particularly human actions, so that
they serve his purpose, the salvation of man.

a) God is Ruler and Governor of the world.

1)

God is the Ruler.
Exodus 15:18 The LORD will reign for ever and ever.

Job 38:33 Do you know the laws of the heavens? Can you set up God’s
dominion over the earth?

Psalm 29:10 The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; the LORD is
enthroned as King forever.

Psalm 93:1-2 The LORD reigns, he is robed in majesty; the LORD is
robed in majesty and is armed with strength. The world is firmly
established; it cannot be moved.  Your throne was established long ago;
you are from all eternity.

Psalm 96:10 Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns.” The world is
firmly established, it cannot be moved; he will judge the peoples with

equity.

Psalm 97:1 The LORD reigns, let the earth be glad; let the distant shores
rejoice.

Psalm 99:1 The LORD reigns, let the nations tremble; he sits enthroned
between the cherubim, let the earth shake.

Psalm 145:10-13 All you have made will praise you, O LORD; your
saints will extol you. ™ They will tell of the glory of your kingdom and
speak of your might, ?so that all men may know of your mighty acts and
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2)

3)

the glorious splendor of your kingdom. ** Your kingdom is an everlasting
kingdom, and your dominion endures through all generations. The LORD
is faithful to all his promises and loving toward all he has made.

Daniel 2:20-22 Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever; wisdom
and power are his. #* He changes times and seasons; he sets up kings and
deposes them. He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to the
discerning. * He reveals deep and hidden things; he knows what lies in
darkness, and light dwells with him.

God's government pertains to the world as a whole.

Deuteronomy 4:39 Acknowledge and take to heart this day that the
LORD is God in heaven above and on the earth below. There is no other.

1 Chronicles 29:12 Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of
all things. In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength
to all.

Psalm 47:2 How awesome is the LORD Most High, the great King over
all the earth!

Psalm 83:18 Let them know that you, whose name is the LORD—
that you alone are the Most High over all the earth.

Psalm 135:6 The LORD does whatever pleases him, in the heavens and
on the earth, in the seas and all their depths.

Psalm 139:7-10 Where can | go from your Spirit? Where can | flee from
your presence?® If 1 go up to the heavens, you are there; if | make my bed
in the depths, you are there. ° If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if | settle
on the far side of the sea, *° even there your hand will guide me, your right
hand will hold me fast.

Daniel 4:34-35 At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my
eyes toward heaven, and my sanity was restored. Then | praised the Most
High; I honored and glorified him who lives forever. His dominion is an
eternal dominion; his kingdom endures from generation to generation. *°
All the peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing. He does as he pleases
with the powers of heaven and the peoples of the earth. No one can hold
back his hand or say to him: “What have you done?”

Acts 17:24 The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord
of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by hands.

God is concerned also with the most insignificant things and
with the minutest details.

Job 39:5,6 Who let the wild donkey go free? Who untied his ropes? °1
gave him the wasteland as his home, the salt flats as his habitat.
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4)

5)

Psalm 50:10,11 For every animal of the forest is mine, and the cattle on a
thousand hills. ** I know every bird in the mountains, and the creatures of
the field are mine.

Psalm 139:2-4 You know when I sit and when | rise; you perceive my
thoughts from afar. * You discern my going out and my lying down; you
are familiar with all my ways. * Before a word is on my tongue you know it
completely, O LORD.

Psalm 147:4,9 He determines the number of the stars and calls them each
by name. °He provides food for the cattle and for the young ravens when
they call.

Isaiah 40:12 Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, or
with the breadth of his hand marked off the heavens? Who has held the
dust of the earth in a basket, or weighed the mountains on the scales and
the hills in a balance?

Matthew 10:29-31 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of
them will fall to the ground apart from the will of your Father. ** And even

the very hairs of your head are all numbered. ** So don’t be afraid; you are

worth more than many sparrows.

Quenstedt: If it was not unworthy of and improper for God to create even
the minutest creatures, much less can it be improper for him to rule what he
has created (TDP, p.l.c.13.5.2.q.1.f.768)

God directs the course of nature.

Psalm 135:7 He makes clouds rise from the ends of the earth; he sends
lightning with the rain and brings out the wind from his storehouses.

Jeremiah 10:12,13 But God made the earth by his power; he founded the
world by his wisdom and stretched out the heavens by his understanding. **
When he thunders, the waters in the heavens roar; he makes clouds rise
from the ends of the earth. He sends lightning with the rain and brings out
the wind from his storehouses.

Matthew 5:45 He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and
sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.

God directs the destinies of:

-a) Nations.
Deuteronomy 28:49 The LORD will bring a nation against you from
far away, from the ends of the earth, like an eagle swooping down, a

nation whose language you will not understand.

Psalm 33:10 The LORD foils the plans of the nations; he thwarts the
purposes of the peoples.
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Isaiah 10:5,6,16 Woe to the Assyrian, the rod of my anger, in whose
hand is the club of my wrath! ® I send him against a godless nation, |
dispatch him against a people who anger me, to seize loot and snatch
plunder, and to trample them down like mud in the streets. ** For he
says: “By the strength of my hand | have done this, and by my
wisdom, because | have understanding. | removed the boundaries of
nations, | plundered their treasures; like a mighty one | subdued their
kings. *® Therefore, the Lord, the LORD Almighty, will send a
wasting disease upon his sturdy warriors; under his pomp a fire will
be kindled like a blazing flame.

Acts 17:26 From one man he made every nation of men, that they
should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for
them and the exact places where they should live.

-b) Individuals.

1 Samuel 2:6,7 The LORD brings death and makes alive; he brings
down to the grave and raises up.’ The LORD sends poverty and
wealth; he humbles and he exalts.

Psalm 33:13-16  From heaven the LORD looks down and sees all
mankind; ** from his dwelling place he watches all who live on
earth—"> he who forms the hearts of all, who considers everything
they do. *® No king is saved by the size of his army; no warrior
escapes by his great strength.

Psalm 139:15,16 My frame was not hidden from you when | was
made in the secret place. When | was woven together in the depths of
the earth, *® your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained
for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.
Proverbs 16:1,9 To man belong the plans of the heart, but from the
LORD comes the reply of the tongue. ° In his heart a man plans his
course, but the LORD determines his steps.

6) In the government of the world God is:

-a) Moved by his goodness (causa movens — “moving cause”).

Psalm 33:5 The LORD loves righteousness and justice; the earth is
full of his unfailing love.

Ps 136:1-26 For his love endures forever.

Nahum 1:7 The LORD is good, a refuge in times of trouble. He
cares for those who trust in him.

-b) Guided by his wisdom (causa dirigens — “directing cause”).

Psalm 73:24 You guide me with your counsel, and afterward you
will take me into glory.
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Psalm 104:24 How many are your works, O LORD! In wisdom you
made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.

Proverbs 3:20 By his knowledge the deeps were divided, and the
clouds let drop the dew.

Proverbs 19:21 Many are the plans in a man’s heart, but it is the
LORD’s purpose that prevails.

Isaiah 40:13 Who has understood the mind of the LORD,
or instructed him as his counselor?

b) God's government does not make man's freedom illusory.

1) Freedom is of two kinds.

- a)

_b)

“Formal liberty” is the freedom of choice in external
actions.

Leviticus 22:18 Speak to Aaron and his sons and to all the Israelites
and say to them: “If any of you—either an Israelite or an alien living
in Israel—presents a gift for a burnt offering to the LORD, either to
fulfill a vow or as a freewill offering...”

1 Corinthians 7:37,39 But the man who has settled the matter in his
own mind, who is under no compulsion but has control over his own
will, and who has made up his mind not to marry the virgin—this
man also does the right thing. * A woman is bound to her husband as
long as he lives. But if her husband dies, she is free to marry anyone
she wishes, but he must belong to the Lord.

John 8:33 They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and
have never been slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall be
set free?”

“Real liberty” is the harmony with God's will.

John 8:32,36  Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set
you free. * So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.

Romans 6:18,22  You have been set free from sin and have become
slaves to righteousness. ?* But now that you have been set free from
sin and have become slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to
holiness, and the result is eternal life.

2 Corinthians 3:17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit
of the Lord is, there is freedom.

Galatians 5:1 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm,

then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of
slavery.
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2) Man's original liberty has been destroyed.

- a)

_b)

Real liberty has been lost.

John 8:34 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a
slave to sin.”

Romans 6:16,17,19,20 Don’t you know that when you offer
yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the
one whom you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to
death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? ’ But thanks
be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you
wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to which you were
entrusted. ® 1 put this in human terms because you are weak in your
natural selves. Just as you used to offer the parts of your body in
slavery to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer
them in slavery to righteousness leading to holiness. 2 When you
were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of righteousness.

Formal liberty is limited to a choice between various
possible evils and external things.

2 Samuel 17:14 Absalom and all the men of Israel said, “The advice
of Hushai the Arkite is better than that of Ahithophel.” For the LORD
had determined to frustrate the good advice of Ahithophel in order to
bring disaster on Absalom.

2 Samuel 24:12 Go and tell David, “This is what the LORD says: |
am giving you three options. Choose one of them for me to carry out
against you.”

Deuteronomy 30:19 This day | call heaven and earth as witnesses
against you that | have set before you life and death, blessings and
curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live.

Augsburg Confession, XVIII: Of Free Will they teach that man’s
will has some liberty to choose civil righteousness and to work things
subject to reason. But it has no power, without the Holy Spirit, to
work the righteousness of God, that is, spiritual righteousness; since
the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, 1
Cor. 2, 14; but this righteousness is wrought in the heart when the
Holy Spirit is received through the Word.

Augsburg Confession, Ap., XVIII, 70-71: Nor, indeed, do we deny
liberty to the human will. The human will has liberty in the choice of
works and things which reason comprehends by itself. It can to a
certain extent render civil righteousness or the righteousness of
works; it can speak of God, offer to God a certain service by an
outward work, obey magistrates, parents; in the choice of an outward
work it can restrain the hands from murder, from adultery, from theft.
Since there is left in human nature reason and judgment concerning
objects subjected to the senses, choice between these things, the
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3)

liberty and power to render civil righteousness, are also left. For
Scripture calls this the righteousness of the flesh which the carnal
nature, i.e., reason, renders by itself, without the Holy Spirit.
Although the power of concupiscence is such that men more
frequently obey evil dispositions than sound judgment. And the devil,
who is efficacious in the godless, as Paul says, Eph. 2, 2, does not
cease to incite this feeble nature to various offenses. These are the
reasons why even civil righteousness is rare among men.

Formula of Concord, T. D., Il, 53: This Word man can externally
hear and read, even though he is not yet converted to God and
regenerate; for in these external things, as said above, man even since
the Fall has to a certain extent a free will, so that he can go to church
and hear or not hear the sermon.

While real freedom is lost, man is still a willing sinner, and
therefore is held responsible.

Romans 1:32 Although they know God’s righteous decree that those
who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these
very things but also approve of those who practice them.

God's government does not annul this remnant of freedom.

-a) Freedom as such is an attribute of the will.

-b) God's government restricts man in his actions,

'C)

frustrates his ends and aims.

When God influences man in his decisions, he does not
employ force or coercion. Note God’s commands, threats,
and promises.

Exodus 7:3,4 But I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and though |
multiply my miraculous signs and wonders in Egypt, * he will not
listen to you. Then I will lay my hand on Egypt and with mighty acts
of judgment I will bring out my divisions, my people the Israelites.
Compare Exodus 8:15 But when Pharaoh saw that there was relief,
he hardened his heart and would not listen to Moses and Aaron, just
as the LORD had said.

2 Samuel 15:31 Now David had been told, “Ahithophel is among
the conspirators with Absalom.” So David prayed, “O LORD, turn
Ahithophel’s counsel into foolishness.”

Compare 2 Samuel 17:14 Absalom and all the men of Israel said,
“The advice of Hushai the Arkite is better than that of Ahithophel.”
For the LORD had determined to frustrate the good advice of
Ahithophel in order to bring disaster on Absalom.

1 Kings 22:20-28  Micaiah continued, “Therefore hear the word of
the Lord: | saw the Lord sitting on his throne with all the host of
heaven standing around him on his right and on his left. ?° And the
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LORD said, “Who will entice Ahab into attacking Ramoth Gilead
and going to his death there? One suggested this, and another that. *
Finally, a spirit came forward, stood before the LORD and said, ‘I
will entice him.” ? ‘By what means?’ the LORD asked. ‘I will go out
and be a lying spirit in the mouths of all his prophets,” he said. “You
will succeed in enticing him,” said the LORD. ‘Go and do it.”” % So
now the LORD has put a lying spirit in the mouths of all these
prophets of yours. The LORD has decreed disaster for you.?* Then
Zedekiah son of Kenaanah went up and slapped Micaiah in the face.
“Which way did the spirit from the LORD go when he went from me
to speak to you?” he asked. ® Micaiah replied, “You will find out on
the day you go to hide in an inner room.” *® The king of Israel then
ordered, “Take Micaiah and send him back to Amon the ruler of the
city and to Joash the king’s son?’ and say, ‘This is what the king
says: Put this fellow in prison and give him nothing but bread and
water until | return safely.”” *® Micaiah declared, “If you ever return
safely, the LORD has not spoken through me.” Then he added,
“Mark my words, all you people!”

4)  When it comes to the evil decisions of man, God's government
may assume any of the following aspects.

-a) God permits it (permissio).

-1) God does not prevent, as he well might, all evil
decisions and actions by placing insurmountable
obstacles in the way.

Psalm 81:11,12 But my people would not listen to me; Israel
would not submit to me. *So | gave them over to their stubborn
hearts to follow their own devices.

Acts 7:42 But God turned away and gave them over to the
worship of the heavenly bodies. This agrees with what is written
in the book of the prophets: “Did you bring me sacrifices and
offerings forty years in the desert, O house of Israel?”

Acts 14:16 In the past, he let all nations go their own way.

Romans 1:24,25 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful
desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of
their bodies with one another. ® They exchanged the truth of
God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather
than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen.

Hollaz: Divine permission ... is a negative act consisting in the
withholding or suspension of an insurmountable obstacle. God
could indeed restrain or coerce the sinner by placing in his way
a powerful and invincible obstacle; but the most holy God has
most just causes for permitting sin (Examen, p 449).

Quenstedt: God indeed permits but he does not will what he has
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_2)

permitted. This happens, not indeed with God being absolutely
unwilling, that is, restraining and hindering it from happening,
but nevertheless not willing it. The not-hindering of God is not a
willing, but a permitting, and at the same time also a not-
willing, in so far as the things which he permits seriously
displease him (TDP, I, p 533).

Gerhard: God does not will sin, and nevertheless he does not
prevent it, which is permission itself. But although he permits
(it) willingly, not unwillingly, nevertheless permission and will
are directed toward different objects: permission refers to the sin
itself, will to the useful end which he according to his own
wisdom knows how to draw out of the sin (Loci Theologici, IV,
p 88).

This permissio is not indifference.

Psalm 5:4,5 You are not a God who takes pleasure in evil,
with you the wicked cannot dwell. > The arrogant cannot stand in
your presence; you hate all who do wrong.

Psalm 11:5 The LORD examines the righteous, but the wicked
and those who love violence his soul hates.

Proverbs 6:16 There are six things the LORD hates, seven that
are detestable to him.

Zechariah 8:17 “Do not plot evil against your neighbor, and do
not love to swear falsely. | hate all this,” declares the LORD.

Nor is permission negligence or powerlessness.

Psalm 50:21,22  These things you have done and | kept silent;
you thought | was altogether like you. But I will rebuke you and
accuse you to your face. ?* Consider this, you who forget God,
or I will tear you to pieces, with none to rescue.

2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as
some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting
anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.

Hollaz: Divine permission is not a pleasant indulgence, as if
God plainly does not care when men commit evil acts. Nor is it
a relaxation of the law, as though he gives men license to sin;
nor is it impotence in God or a lack of knowledge, as if he wills
or approves of evil; nor a lack of power, as if he is unable to
restrain sin. Nor does it make God an unconcerned spectator of
sins (Examen, p 449).

Permission is a punishment, a judgment.

Quenstedt: Permission is an act of governing providence by
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which God does not restrain rational creatures which are
inclined to sin by their own will from an evil forbidden by the
law by imposing obstacles which the finite agent is not able to
overcome or which he does not know how to overcome, but
from just causes he allows them to plunge into sins (TDP, I, p
533).

-b) God impedes evil actions. He prevents people from carrying
them out (impeditio).

Genesis 19:11 Then they struck the men who were at the door of the
house, young and old, with blindness so that they could not find the
door.

Genesis 20:6 Then God said to him in the dream, “Yes, | know you
did this with a clear conscience, and so I have kept you from sinning
against me. That is why | did not let you touch her.”

Exodus 14:30 That day the LORD saved Israel from the hands of
the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians lying dead on the shore.

Numbers 22:12 But God said to Balaam, “Do not go with them.
You must not put a curse on those people, because they are blessed.”

1 Kings 13:4 When King Jeroboam heard what the man of God
cried out against the altar at Bethel, he stretched out his hand from
the altar and said, “Seize him!” But the hand he stretched out toward
the man shriveled up, so that he could not pull it back.

2 Kings 6:17,18  And Elisha prayed, “O LORD, open his eyes so
he may see.” Then the LORD opened the servant’s eyes, and he
looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around
Elisha.’® As the enemy came down toward him, Elisha prayed to the
LORD, “Strike these people with blindness.” So he struck them with
blindness, as Elisha had asked.

2 Kings 7:6 For the Lord had caused the Arameans to hear the
sound of chariots and horses and a great army, so that they said to
one another, “Look, the king of Israel has hired the Hittite and
Egyptian kings to attack us!”

Psalm 2:4-5 The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at
them. ® Then he rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his
wrath.

Isaiah 37:36 Then the angel of the LORD went out and put to death
a hundred and eighty-five thousand men in the Assyrian camp. When
the people got up the next morning—there were all the dead bodies!

Quenstedt: God impedes evil by withdrawing his cooperation, by
strengthening weaker things, but restraining stronger things with
divine power. Impeding is an act of governing providence by which
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God restrains the actions of creatures according to his will, so that
they do not produce the result which they would otherwise produce
either by the natural or free power of the agent (TDP, pars I, cap
XI1I, sect. I, thes. XXI, nota, p 534.)

God directs evil actions (directio). He controls and directs all
human actions so that they serve his purposes.

-1) God prospers the good works of his children.

Exodus 3:11,12 But Moses said to God, “Who am |, that |

should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” *?
And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to
you that it is | who have sent you: When you have brought the
people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain.”

Leviticus 26:3-13 If you follow my decrees and are careful to
obey my commands, * I will send you rain in its season, and the
ground will yield its crops and the trees of the field their fruit.®
Your threshing will continue until grape harvest and the grape
harvest will continue until planting, and you will eat all the food
you want and live in safety in your land.® 1 will grant peace in
the land, and you will lie down and no one will make you
afraid. I will remove savage beasts from the land, and the sword
will not pass through your country. ” You will pursue your
enemies, and they will fall by the sword before you. ® Five of
you will chase a hundred, and a hundred of you will chase ten
thousand, and your enemies will fall by the sword before you. ° |
will look on you with favor and make you fruitful and increase
your numbers, and | will keep my covenant with you. *° You
will still be eating last year’s harvest when you will have to
move it out to make room for the new. * I will put my dwelling
place among you, and | will not abhor you. *2 1 will walk among
you and be your God, and you will be my people. ™| am the
LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt so that you
would no longer be slaves to the Egyptians; | broke the bars of
your yoke and enabled you to walk with heads held high.

Deuteronomy 20:1 When you go to war against your enemies
and see horses and chariots and an army greater than yours, do
not be afraid of them, because the LORD your God, who
brought you up out of Egypt, will be with you.

1 Samuel 9:20 As for the donkeys you lost three days ago, do
not worry about them; they have been found. And to whom is
all the desire of Israel turned, if not to you and all your father’s
family?

1 Samuel 10:7 Once these signs are fulfilled, do whatever your
hand finds to do, for God is with you.
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-2) He frustrates the purposes of the wicked, although
permitting the deed.

Genesis 50:20 You intended to harm me, but God intended it
for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of
many lives.

Acts 4:28 They did what your power and will had decided
beforehand should happen.

Romans 8:28 And we know that in all things God works for
the good of those who love him, who have been called
according to his purpose.

Quenstedt: God has decreed not to hinder but to permit that evil
deeds happen.... But he has not decreed that they should do the
evil. A distinction must be made between the preparation and
impulse of the ungodly, and the directing of even the worst
crime to a salutary end. Not the former but the latter must be
attributed to God. Direction is an act of governing providence
by which God so controls the good actions of creatures that they
lead to and are brought to the objective intended by God, but he
directs evil actions to a certain end set by him but not seen by
sinners and often contrary to their intention (Loci, thes. XXIl,
nota.).

-3) This is a great consolation against our infirmities.

Matthew 10:19,20  But when they arrest you, do not worry
about what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be
given what to say, % for it will not be you speaking, but the
Spirit of your Father speaking through you.

Romans 8:26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our
weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the
Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot
express.

2 Corinthians 4:7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay to
show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from
us.

Ephesians 3:20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably
more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is
at work within us,

-d) He determines the limits (determinatio), that is, God fixes
certain bounds of space, time, degree, etc., which the actions
of the wicked may not exceed.

Job 1:12 The LORD said to Satan, “Very well, then, everything he
has is in your hands, but on the man himself do not lay a finger.”
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_e)

Then Satan went out from the presence of the LORD.

Job 2:6 The LORD said to Satan, “Very well, then, he is in your
hands; but you must spare his life.”

Psalm 7:14-16 He who is pregnant with evil and conceives trouble
gives birth to disillusionment. *® He who digs a hole and scoops it out
falls into the pit he has made. *® The trouble he causes recoils on
himself; his violence comes down on his own head.

Psalm 66:7 He rules forever by his power, his eyes watch the
nations—Iet not the rebellious rise up against him.

Psalm 124:1-5  If the LORD had not been on our side—Iet Israel
say— 2 if the LORD had not been on our side when men attacked us,
when their anger flared against us, they would have swallowed us
alive; *the flood would have engulfed us, the torrent would have
swept over us, ° the raging waters would have swept us away.

Isaiah 8:10 Devise your strategy, but it will be thwarted; propose
your plan, but it will not stand, for God is with us.

Acts 17:26 From one man he made every nation of men, that they
should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for
them and the exact places where they should live.

Quenstedt: Determination is an act of governing providence by
which God sets certain limits for the powers, actions, and feelings of
his creatures within which they are held both as to time as well as to
magnitude and degree (TDP, I, p 534).

The Confessions deny that God is the cause of sin.

Augsburg Confession, XI1X: Of the Cause of Sin they teach that,
although God does create and preserve nature, yet the cause of sin is
the will of the wicked, that is, of the devil and ungodly men; which
will, unaided of God, turns itself from God.

Smalcald Articles, Part 111, Art. 11, 44: For the Holy Spirit does not
permit sin to have dominion, to gain the upper hand so as to be
accomplished, but represses and restrains it so that it must not do
what it wishes. But if it does what it wishes, the Holy Spirit and faith
are [certainly] not present. For St. John says, 1 John 3, 9: Whosoever
is born of God does not commit sin, ... and he cannot sin. And yet it
is also the truth when the same St. John says, 1, 8: If we say that we
have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.

Formula of Concord, T. D., XI, 6,7: The foreknowledge of God
(praescientia) foresees and foreknows also that which is evil;
however, not in such a manner as though it were God’s gracious will
that it should happen; but all that the perverse, wicked will of the
devil and of men wills and desires to undertake and do, God sees and
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knows before; and His praescientia, that is, foreknowledge, observes
its order also in wicked acts or works, inasmuch as a limit and
measure is fixed by God to the evil which God does not will, how far
it should go, and how long it should last, when and how He will
hinder and punish it; for all of this God the Lord so overrules that it
must redound to the glory of the divine name and to the salvation of
His elect, and the godless, on that account, must be put to confusion.
However, the beginning and cause of evil is not God’s
foreknowledge for God does not create and effect or work evil,
neither does He help or promote it; but the wicked, perverse will of
the devil and of men is the cause of evil, as it is written Hos. 13, 9: O
Israel, you have destroyed yourself; but in Me is your help. Also:
You are not a God that has pleasure in wickedness. Ps. 5, 4.

IV. Two of the agencies instituted by God in his providence for man demand our
special attention: the family and government.

A. Christian Marriage and the Family

1.

When God created man and woman, he also instituted marriage as
the basic unit of society.

Genesis 1:10, 12, 18, 21, 25 And God saw that it was good. Compare:
Genesis 2:18-24 '® The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be
alone. 1 will make a helper suitable for him.”*® Now the LORD God had
formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field and all the birds of the air. He
brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the
man called each living creature, that was its name. ?° So the man gave names to
all the livestock, the birds of the air and all the beasts of the field. But for Adam
no suitable helper was found. #* So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a
deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs and closed
up the place with flesh. ? Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he
had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. % The man said, “This
is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman,’ for
she was taken out of man.” * For this reason a man will leave his father and
mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.

a) God ordained marriage as the union of one man and one
woman.

Matthew 19:4-6 “Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the
Creator ‘made them male and female,” ° and said, ‘For this reason a man
will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will
become one flesh’?° So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what
God has joined together, let man not separate.”

1) Itis God’s will that this union should last a lifetime.
1 Corinthians 7:39 A woman is bound to her husband as long as he

lives. But if her husband dies, she is free to marry anyone she wishes,
but he must belong to the Lord.
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b)

2)

Yet marriage is only for this life.

Matthew 22:30 At the resurrection people will neither marry nor be
given in marriage; they will be like the angels in heaven.

God ordained marriage for society and not exclusively for the

church.

1)

2)

3)

Marriage is not a sacrament like baptism or the Lord’s
Supper, which are means of grace.

-a) A sacramental view is held by the Roman Catholic

Church.

Catechism of the Catholic Church: The matrimonial
covenant, by which a man and woman establish between
themselves a partnership of the whole of life, is by its nature
ordered toward the good of the spouses and the procreation
and education of offspring; this covenant between baptized
persons has been raised by Christ the Lord to the dignity of a
sacrament (Paragraph 1601).

-b) A sacramental view is held by the Eastern Orthodox

Church.

Pomazansky: A mystery (sacrament) is a sacred act which under
a visible aspect communicates to the soul of a believer the
invisible grace of God. The name of “mystery” has become
established in the church as referring to seven rites: Baptism,
Chrismation, Communion (the Eucharist), Repentance,
Priesthood, Matrimony, and Unction (Orthodox Dogmatic
Theology, p 263).

Luther taught marriage was not a sacrament.

Luther: Since marriage and the married estate are worldly
matters, it behooves us pastors or ministers of the church not to
attempt to order or govern anything connected with it, but to
permit every city and land to continue its own use and custom in
this connection. (“The Order of Marriage for Common Pastors,”
LW 53, 110-115).

God encourages Christians to look for a marriage partner
who shares a common faith.

Proverbs 31:10,30 A wife of noble character who can find? She is
worth far more than rubies. ¥ Charm is deceptive, and beauty is
fleeting; but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised.

Yet Scripture does not forbid the marriage of a believer and
an unbeliever.
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1 Corinthians 7:39 A woman is bound to her husband as long as he
lives. But if her husband dies, she is free to marry anyone she wishes,
but he must belong to the Lord. NIV

1 Corinthians 7:39 A wife is bound to her husband as long as he
lives. If her husband dies, she is free to marry anyone she wishes, but
let it be in the Lord. GWN

Greek: Twvy) 0édeTar €’ Soov ypévov {fj 6 dvnp adtiic: éav 08 xolunbfj 6
avip. Eleubépa éotiv @ Béhet yaunbiivar, pvov v xupiw.

2 Corinthians 6:14 Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For
what do

righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship
can light

have with darkness?

-a) Scripture does show that the existing marriage of a
believer and unbeliever should be maintained.

1 Corinthians 7:12,13 To the rest I say this (I, not the Lord): If
any brother has a wife who is not a believer and she is willing to
live with him, he must not divorce her. ** And if a woman has a
husband who is not a believer and he is willing to live with her,
she must not divorce him.

-b) Many Evangelicals believe it is sinful for a believer to
marry an unbeliever.

H. Norman Wright: When it comes to a believer and an
unbeliever’s seeking marriage, the Scriptures clearly forbid the
uniting of such a couple (See 2 Cor. 6:14); this would be the
standard for refusing to perform the ceremony (The Premarital
Counseling Handbook, p 30).

Jay Adams: Christians must marry Christians. When they are
free to marry, they are not free to marry any and every person;
they may marry only believers ( Marriage, Divorce, and
Remarriage, p 87).

R. C. Sproul: While all men and women may marry, the
Christian is called to marry only “in the Lord,” Scripture is clear
in its prohibition against Christians marrying non-Christians
(Essential Truths of the Christian Faith, p 266).

For an evaluation of this claim see “Exegetical Brief: Does 1
Corinthians 7:39 Forbid a Believer to Marry an Unbeliever?”
David J. Valleskey. WLQ, Vol. 94, 4 (Fall 1997)

2. God establishes marriage through the consent of the man and
woman. (Consensus facit matrimoniam.)
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Luther: The estate of marriage consists essentially in consent having been freely
and previously given to one another (LW 44, p 11).

a) This truth is not explicitly stated in Scripture.

1)

2)

It is implicit in Genesis 2:24.

Genesis 2:24 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother
and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.

Some point to the example of Rebekah.

Genesis 24:5,58 The servant asked him, “What if the woman is
unwilling to come back with me to this land? Shall | then take your
son back to the country you came from?” * So they called Rebekah
and asked her, “Will you go with this man?” “I will go,” she said.

-a) This is a descriptive passage.

-b) Whether Rebekah is consenting to the marriage or to
the time of travel is unclear.

b) The marriage consent consists of an unconditional commitment
to love and faithfulness. (The word “unconditional” is not used
in an absolute sense here. If one partner breaks the marriage
bond, the other is no longer bound to the marriage.)

Ephesians 5:22,24,25  Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. %*
Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their

husbands in everything. > Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved
the church and gave himself up for her

Such consent is to be given freely and publicly.

1)

2)

Consent is to be given freely. It cannot be obtained by
deception or force or given in drunkenness or insanity. It
cannot validly be given by someone already married to
another.

Romans 7:2,3 For example, by law a married woman is bound to
her husband as long as he is alive, but if her husband dies, she is
released from the law of marriage. > So then, if she marries another
man while her husband is still alive, she is called an adulteress. But if
her husband dies, she is released from that law and is not an
adulteress, even though she marries another man.

Consent is to be given by those who are able to give a valid
consent. There are certain restrictions about those who
may give such consent, such as government restrictions
based on age and relationship.
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-a) Many Lutherans claim that the restrictions based on
consanguinity and affinity in Leviticus 18 are based on
the moral law, which is known, in part, through
natural knowledge of the law. For a lengthy defense of
this position see the German edition of Walther’s
Pastorale, p 204-215.

Leviticus 18:24: Do not defile yourselves in any of these ways,
because this is how the nations that | am going to drive out
before you became defiled.

1 Corinthians 5:1 It is actually reported that there is sexual
immorality among you, and of a kind that does not occur even
among

pagans: A man has his father’s wife.

Fritz: Do the marriage laws of the Old Testament, Lev. 18, etc.,
still hold good in the New Testament? The marriage laws of the
Old Testament were not a part of the Old Testament Political
(judicial) Law, but of the Moral Law, that declaration of God’s
will which directs and binds all men of every age and place
(Pastoral Theology, p 163). (See also Schaller’s Pastorale, p
79)

Schuetze and Habeck: To what extent does Scripture set up
forbidden degrees of consanguinity? Leviticus 18 is most often
adduced to determine the exact degrees of consanguinity or
affinity that prohibit marriage in the eyes of God. The
convenient rule taken from Leviticus 18:6 that relationships up
to the second degree prohibits marriage is based on translating

iva rw “flesh of his flesh” and interpreting that to mean the

second degree of consanguinity. However the two Hebrew
nouns are joined through the construct state and here have a
superlative meaning, best translated simply “nearest of kin,”
with no degree indicated. It is also to be noted that the New
Testament in speaking of marriage nowhere refers to Leviticus
18. The Mosaic code, of which Leviticus 18 is a part, has no
direct application to New Testament Christians (The Shepherd
Under Christ, p 270).

Schaller: The question whether marriage is permitted with the
sister of a man’s deceased wife (Schwagerehe), despite much
discussion, seemingly cannot be answered with such conviction
that one can bind consciences either to a positive or negative
answer (Pastorale, p 79).

Leviticus 18:16, 18: Do not have sexual relations with your
brother’s wife; that would dishonor your brother. ** Do not take
your wife’s sister as a rival wife and have sexual relations with
her while your wife is living.
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Leviticus 20:21: If a man marries his brother’s wife, it is an
act of impurity; he has dishonored his brother. They will be
childless.

Deuteronomy 25:5:  If brothers are living together and one of
them dies without a son, his widow must not marry outside the
family. Her husband’s brother shall take her and marry her and
fulfill the duty of a brother-in-law to her.

-b) The Christian will follow governmental laws that
regulate consanguinity in marriage.

Romans 13:1 Everyone must submit himself to the governing
authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has
established. The authorities that exist have been established by
God.

3) The nature of marriage as a public contract requires that
the consent must be given publicly.

Charles Sell: Marriage is a socially sanctioned commitment. The
practice of living together without making a public declaration of
marriage is neither biblically nor socially acceptable. The public
nature of marriage is clearly seen in that the man is portrayed as
leaving father and mother to marry (Gen. 2:24) (Family Ministry, p
80).

Note the confusion that Abraham and Isaac caused when they didn’t
acknowledge their marriages publicly: Genesis 12:10-20; 20:1-18;
26:1-11.

d) The man and woman leave their former families to establish a
new family.

Genesis 2:24 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and
be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.

e) They will continue to love, honor, and care for their parents,
even in old age.

1 Timothy 5:4 But if a widow has children or grandchildren, these should
learn first of all to put their religion into practice by caring for their own
family and so repaying their parents and grandparents, for this is pleasing
to God.

Proverbs 23:22 Listen to your father, who gave you life, and do not
despise your mother when she is old.

3. Engagement is a social custom, which is neither commanded nor
forbidden in Scripture
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b)

Engagement, betrothal, and marriage customs may vary from
culture to culture.

Note: For purposes of this discussion, “engagement” is defined as an
agreement to marry or to plan marriage; “betrothal” is an unconditional,
witnessed commitment to marriage, and “marriage” is entering upon
married life.

Matthew 1:18-21,24,25 This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came
about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before
they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit.
¥ Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to
expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. *° But
after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to himin a
dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home
as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. **
She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus,
because he will save his people from their sins.”

24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had
commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. * But he had no union
with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.

Lenski: The Jewish betrothal was a solemn promise before witnesses,
embodying the essentials of the marriage vow. No further promises
followed. In later times it was ratified in writing. By virtue of the betrothal
the bridegroom and the bride became husband and wife as is also shown in
the next verse where Joseph is called Mary’s husband, and in v. 20 where
she is called his wife. It is a mistake to regard “husband” and “wife” as
proleptic terms denoting the husband and his wife to be. This is reading
into the Jewish procedure our modern conception of an engagement. The
Jewish betrothal was the marriage itself. But the Jewish custom placed an
interval, longer or shorter, between the betrothal and the bringing home of
the bride to her husband’s house. No religious ceremony and no vows of
any kind accompanied this home-bringing although it was made a festive
occasion with a procession and a feast following (Commentary on St.
Matthew’s Gospel, p 40).

Contemporary engagement is generally not tantamount to
betrothal or marriage.

1) Because of its undefined status, engagement may or it may
not fulfill the moral requirement for unconditional consent.

Gerhard: Engagements (sponsalia) may be contracted with
conditions; marriages may not (Loci, Book VI, Concerning
Marriage, p 100).

2) It does not fulfill the social, legal, or other practical
requirements of marriage.

3) Scripture nowhere makes a distinction between being
married in the eyes of God and being married in the eyes of
man. Even though Christians are in God’s Church, they are
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4)

still in the world and are to fulfill the requirements of both
realms. An engaged couple, which is not married in the
eyes of the world, is not married in the eyes of God.

2 Corinthians 8:21 For we are taking pains to do what is right, not
only in the eyes of the Lord but also in the eyes of men.

Note: Even Jesus fulfilled the requirements of governmental laws as
Matthew 17:24-27 indicates.

Matthew 17:24-27  After Jesus and his disciples arrived in
Capernaum, the collectors of the two-drachma tax came to Peter and
asked, “Doesn’t your teacher pay the temple tax?” % “Yes, he does,”
he replied. When Peter came into the house, Jesus was the first to
speak. “What do you think, Simon?” he asked. “From whom do the
kings of the earth collect duty and taxes—from their own sons or
from others?” % “From others,” Peter answered. “Then the sons are
exempt,” Jesus said to him. % “But so that we may not offend them,
go to the lake and throw out your line. Take the first fish you catch;
open its mouth and you will find a four-drachma coin. Take it and
give it to them for my tax and yours.”

Since engaged couples are not married, it is sinful for them
to engage in sexual relations prior to marriage.

Hebrews 13:4 Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage
bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually
immoral.

1 Corinthians 6:12-20 “Everything is permissible for me”—but not
everything is beneficial. “Everything is permissible for me”—but |
will not be mastered by anything. **“Food for the stomach and the
stomach for food”—but God will destroy them both. The body is not
meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the
body. * By his power God raised the Lord from the dead, and he will
raise us also. *> Do you not know that your bodies are members of
Christ himself? Shall I then take the members of Christ and unite
them with a prostitute? Never! *° Do you not know that he who unites
himself with a prostitute is one with her in body? For it is said, “The
two will become one flesh.”*" But he who unites himself with the
Lord is one with him in spirit.*® Flee from sexual immorality. All
other sins a man commits are outside his body, but he who sins
sexually sins against his own body.** Do you not know that your
body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have
received from God? You are not your own; % you were bought at a
price. Therefore honor God with your body.

Ephesians 5:3 But among you there must not be even a hint of

sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because
these are improper for God’s holy people.

269



1 Thessalonians 4:3-8 It is God’s will that you should be sanctified:
that you should avoid sexual immorality; * that each of you should
learn to control his own body [or learn to aquire a wife] in a way that
is holy and honorable, °not in passionate lust like the heathen, who do
not know God; ®and that in this matter no one should wrong his
brother or take advantage of him. The Lord will punish men for all
such sins, as we have already told you and warned you. ’ For God did
not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life. *Therefore, he who
rejects this instruction does not reject man but God, who gives you
his Holy Spirit.

c) God instructs us to take our promises seriously, including the
promise to marry.

Ephesians 4:25 Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak
truthfully to his neighbor, for we are all members of one body.

Colossians 3:9 Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old
self with its practices.

d) Those who break an engagement promise are guilty of sin and
should be called to repentance.

Matthew 18:15 If your brother sins against you, go and show him his
fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your
brother over.

God established different roles for man and woman at creation.
Husband and wife are to reflect these roles in their marriage
relationship.

a) Man and woman are equal in status before God.
1) Man and woman were both made in the image of God.

Genesis 1:27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of
God he created him; male and female he created them.

2) Man and woman both fell into sin and share the guilt of the
fall.

1 Timothy 2:14 It was the woman who was deceived and became a
sinner.

Romans 5:12 Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one
man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men,
because all sinned.

3) Man and woman share equally in the spiritual blessings
God gives through Christ.
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Galatians 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male
nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

1 Corinthians 15:22 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be
made alive.

b) God gave the husband the role of head and the wife the role of
submission.

Ephesians 5:22-24  Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord.?
For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church,
his body, of which he is the Savior.? Now as the church submits to Christ,
so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything.

1)

2)

3)

These roles were established at creation.

Genesis 2:18 The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be
alone. | will make a helper suitable for him.”

1 Corinthians 11:3,8,9 Now | want you to realize that the head of
every man is Christ, and the head of the woman is man, and the head
of Christ is God. ® For man did not come from woman, but woman
from man; ° neither was man created for woman, but woman for man.

Timothy 2:13 For Adam was formed first, then Eve.

The New Testament indicates that these roles are a part of
God’s moral law that applies to all people of all time.

1 Corinthians 11:3 Now | want you to realize that the head of every
man is Christ, and the head of the woman is man, and the head of
Christ is God.

Corinthians 14:34 Women . . . must be in submission, as the Law
says.

These roles were not simply a part of the curse that God
pronounced at the fall into sin.

See WELS Doctrinal Statement Man and Woman in God’s World.

-a) Some believe these roles were imposed after the fall
and do not apply to Christians who are freed from the
curse of the law.

Gilbert Bilezikian: The fall had spawned the twin evils of
woman’s suffering in labor and man’s laboring in suffering. As
a result of Satan’s work, man was now master over woman, just
as the mother-ground was now master over man. For these
reasons, it is proper to regard both male dominance and death as
being antithetical to God’s original intent in creation. Both are
the result of sin, itself instigated by Satan. Their origin is satanic
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4)

5)

(Beyond Sex Roles: A Guide for the Study of Female Roles in
the Bible, p 56).

Gilbert Bilezikian: The ruler/subject relationship between Adam
and Eve began after the fall. It was for Eve the application of
the same death principle that made Adam slave to the soil.
Because it resulted from the fall, the rule of Adam over Eve is
viewed as satanic in origin, no less than death itself (Beyond Sex
Roles: A Guide for the Study of Female Roles in the Bible, p
58).

-b) Luther can be quoted on both sides of the issue.

Luther: Thus she differs only in sex from the head of the
household, inasmuch as she was taken from the flesh of the
man. Although this can be said only of Eve, who was created in
this manner, nevertheless in Matt.19:5 Christ applies it to all
wives when He says that husband and wife are one flesh. In this
way, although your wife has not been made from your bones,
nevertheless, because she is your wife, she is the mistress of the
house just as you are its master, except that the wife was made
subject to the man by the Law which was given after sin (LW,
Vol. 1, p 137, 138).

Commenting on 1 Timothy 2:13-14: Paul skillfully arranged
this example that he might not appear to be speaking of the top
of his head. This is the way God has ordained it. The principle
role belongs to the man. “Adam was first,” etc. The role of
greater authority lies in the man rather than in the woman.
“Then Eve” that she should be, etc. Secondarily, this situation
stands, not only because of what God intended, but also from
the history of Adam and Eve (LW, Vol. 28, p 277).

As a result of the fall, God indicated that rebellion against
these roles would now be a source of pain and conflict.

Genesis 3:16-19 To the woman he said, “I will greatly increase your
pains in childbearing; with pain you will give birth to children. Your
desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.”*" To
Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate from the
tree about which I commanded you, “You must not eat of it,” cursed
is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all
the days of your life.*® 1t will produce thorns and thistles for you,
and you will eat the plants of the field.'* By the sweat of your brow
you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it
you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.”

God applies these roles that were established at creation to
marriage when he states that the husband is the head of his
wife and the wife is to submit to her husband.
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Ephesians 5:22-24  Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord.
2 For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the
church, his body, of which he is the Savior. * Now as the church
submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in
everything.

c) Both husband and wife are to use their different roles to serve
each other.

1) Scripture teaches the broad principle that Christians are to
use their roles to serve each others. This broad principle
would include the relationship between husband and wife.

Philippians 2:5-8 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ
Jesus: ®Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with
God something to be grasped, ’ but made himself nothing, taking the
very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. ® And being
found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became
obedient to death— even death on a cross!

Matthew 20:28 Just as the Son of Man did not come to be served,
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.

-a) Some use Ephesians 5:21 to deny that Scripture
establishes roles for husband and wife in marriage.

Craig Keener: | am not saying that it is necessarily wrong for
the man to lead in a household; | am suggesting that it is wrong
for him to demand the position of leadership without his wife’s
consent. Given the educational and vocational status of women
in our culture, an egalitarian marriage must be permitted as a
viable option (Paul, Women, and Wives, p 135).

-b) Some claim Ephesians 5:21 supports a mutual
submission between husbands and wives.

Ephesians 5:21 Submit to one another out of reverence for
Christ.

George W. Knight: In the admonition “submit to one another,”
the verb (bmotdoow) has as its basic meaning “to subject or
subordinate.” Here Paul’s use of the middle voice focuses on
what one does to oneself: one submits oneself to others. The
Bauer-Arndt-Gringrich-Danker Greek-English Lexicon rightly
describes this as “submission in the sense of voluntary yielding
in love.” This voluntary yielding to others is a characteristic of
the Christian community and is urged elsewhere in the New
Testament. Compare, e.g., “In humility consider others
[@AAnAoug, the same word as in Ephesians] better than
yourselves: (Philippians 2:3). This admonition is based on the
example of Jesus (Philippians 2:5), who insisted on a servant
mentality in imitation of him: “. . . whoever wants to become
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great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be
first must be your slave—just as the Son of Man did not come
to be served, but to serve” (Matthew 20:26-28).

Furthermore, the Apostle Peter, like the Apostle Paul, both
urges particular people (younger men) to submit to particular
people (elders) and all to submit to one another: “Young men . .
. be submissive to (bmotaynte) those who are older. All of you,
clothe yourselves with humility toward one another (¢AAnAow
again) ...” (1 Peter 5:4-5). Similarly, Paul urges masters to
“Treat your slaves in the same way” (ta adta, Ephesians 6:9) as
their slaves were to treat them, i.e., “with respect and fear, and
with sincerity of heart (verse 5). This implies reciprocity
between masters and slaves. The exhortation to Christians in
Ephesians 5:21 is thus, like these other passages, a general
exhortation of mutual submission to “one another” (Recovering
Biblical Manhood and Womanhood, p 166).

-c) Others question whether such a usage of dmotdaaw can
be supported.

Grudem: This is not a legitimate meaning for the term
vmotacaw, Which always implies a relationship of submission to
an authority (Sytematic Theology, p 465).

Peter O’Brien: The pronoun “one another” is not always fully
reciprocal. Although advocates of the mutual submission
interpretation assume that the relationships expressed by the
Greek pronoun are always symmetrical (and so must mean
“everyone to everyone”), this depends entirely on the context.
On occasion, the pronoun does have a fully reciprocal
significance. But in other contexts a symmetrical relationship
cannot be in view. For example, Revelation 6:4, “so that men
should slay one another”, cannot mean that each Killed the other
at precisely the same time as he or she was killed. Likewise,
Galatians 6:2, “Bear one another’s burdens”, does not signify
that “everyone” should exchange burdens of others who are less
able (The Letter to the Ephesians, p 403).

2) As the servant leader, the husband is responsible for
providing for his wife and family and protecting them from
harm, both in a physical and spiritual sense. He is to do this
in a spirit of love.

Ephesians 5:25-28 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved
the church and gave himself up for her % to make her holy, cleansing
her by the washing with water through the word, 2" and to present her
to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other
blemish, but holy and blameless. * In this same way, husbands ought
to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves
himself.
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1 Peter 3:7 Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live
with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner
and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will
hinder your prayers.

- a)

_b)

This does not mean that the husband must be the sole
provider for his wife and family. The wife will assist in
providing for the needs of the family.

1 Timothy 5:8 If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and
especially for his immediate family, he has denied the faith and
is worse than an unbeliever.

Proverbs 31:11-31 Her husband has full confidence in her and
lacks nothing of value. ? She brings him good, not harm, all the
days

of her life.* She selects wool and flax and works with eager
hands.

14 She is like the merchant ships, bringing her food from afar. *°
She

gets up while it is still dark; she provides food for her family
and

portions for her servant girls. *° She considers a field and buys it;
out

of her earnings she plants a vineyard.*” She sets about her work
vigorously; her arms are strong for her tasks.'® She sees that
her trading is profitable, and her lamp does not go out at night. *°
In her hand she holds the distaff and grasps the spindle with her
fingers.  She opens her arms to the poor and extends her hands
to the needy. ** When it snows, she has no fear for her
household: for all of them are clothed in scarlet. > She makes
coverings for her bed; she is clothed in fine linen and purple.?
Her husband is respected at the city gate, where he takes his seat
among the elders of the land. ** She makes linen garments and
sells them, and supplies the merchants with sashes.** She is
clothed with strength and dignity; she can laugh at the days to
come. ?° She speaks with wisdom, and faithful instruction is on
her tongue. >’ She watches over the affairs of her household and
does not eat the bread of idleness. *® Her children arise and call
her blessed; her husband also, and he praises her: 2 “Many
women do noble things, but you surpass them all.” ** Charm is
deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a woman who fears the
LORD is to be praised. *! Give her the reward she has earned,
and let her works bring her praise at the city gate.

The husband’s leadership role does not give him the
right to dominate his wife and children in a cold, cruel,
or careless manner. Nor does he have the right to
abdicate his role as head—either actively or passively
through laziness and apathy—to his wife.

275



3)

4)

1 Peter 3:7 Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you
live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker
partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that
nothing will hinder your prayers.

Ephesians 6:4 Fathers, do not exasperate your children;
instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the
Lord.

As the servant helper, the wife will respect, support, and
submit to her husband’s leadership role.

Ephesians 5:22,24  Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord.
2 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit
to their husbands in everything.

1 Peter 3:1-6 Wives, in the same way be submissive to your
husbands so that, if any of them do not believe the word, they may be
won over without words by the behavior of their wives, > when they
see the purity and reverence of your lives. ® Your beauty should not
come from outward adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing
of gold jewelry and fine clothes. * Instead, it should be that of your
inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of
great worth in God’s sight. ° For this is the way the holy women of the
past who put their hope in God used to make themselves beautiful.
They were submissive to their own husbands, ®like Sarah, who
obeyed Abraham and called him her master. You are her daughters if
you do what is right and do not give way to fear.

Colossians 3:18 Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the
Lord.

Note: A wife steps out of her role in marriage when she refuses to
respect her husband as the God-given leader of the family or when
she sets herself up as a rival.

The wife’s role is one of subordination (dmotdcow).

Stephen B. Clark: In terms of the way in which subordination and
governance are conducted, it is helpful to notice three main types: 1)
Oppression. Oppressive subordination occurs in a relationship that
works for the benefit of the ruler and the harm of the subordinate.
Conquest normally leads to oppression as the conqueror exploits the
conquered. 2) Care-subordination. Care-subordination characterizes
a relationship in which the head is dedicated to the care of the
subordinate and engages in the relationship for the benefit of the
subordinate. The parent-child relationship is the most obvious
example of such care-subordination (where parents rear their children
well). The master-disciple relationship is also an example of such
subordination. 3) Unity-subordination. Unity-subordination occurs in
a relationship that is carried on for the sake of a unity or higher cause.
This is the kind of subordination that is integral to genuine
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community. Care-subordination and unity-subordination can often
occur in the same relationship. Genesis is primarily concerned with
unity-subordination (in this case, unity-subordination which is
voluntary). The goal of the marriage relationship as presented in
Genesis is oneness, the oneness described as “one flesh.” The woman
is voluntarily subordinate to the man so that the two might be one and
thus be in a position to fulfill the call the Lord gave the human race.
This kind of subordination is also the key to the unity which God
intended for the whole human race and for the new human race which
is the Christian people (Man and Woman in Christ, p 41,42).

George W. Knight: The meaning of dmotdoow, used consistently in
the charge to wives, is the same as its meaning in verse 21, that is,
“submission in the sense of voluntary yielding in love.” This is not
abandonment of the great New Testament truth also taught by the
Apostle Paul that “there is neither . . . male nor female, for you are all
one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28). Rather, it is an appeal to one
who is equal by creation and redemption to submit to the authority
God has ordained (Recovering Biblical Manhood and Womanhood, p
168).

d) These roles complement each other.

Genesis 2:18 The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be
alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.”
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Genesis 2:22,23  Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he
had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. 2 The man said,
“This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called
‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.”

Quenstedt (via Augustine and Aquinas): The wife was not formed from
the head lest she aspire to dominion or be superior as a lord; nor was she
made from the feet that she should be a slave or a footstool of man; but she
was made from the side that she should be a helper (TDP, pars II, cap. I,
sec. I, th. IV, p 512).

The egalitarian view denies that God gave different roles to
husband and wife in marriage.

Note: In contemporary Christian circles the biblical view which recognizes
that husband and wife are equal in status before God but have different
roles is called the complementarian view. The view that husband and wife
have no distinct roles is called the egalitarian view.

Craig Keener: | am not saying that it is necessarily wrong for the man to
lead in a household; | am suggesting that it is wrong for him to demand the
position of leadership without his wife’s consent. Given the educational
and vocational status of women in our culture, an egalitarian marriage must
be permitted as a viable option. ... This book is written not to tell any
couple which partner, if either, should lead in the home; it is written to
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argue that those who think they know which partner should always lead on
the basis of Scripture have not read Scripture as clearly as they should have
(Paul, Women, and Wives, p 135, 136).

f)  The egalitarian view argues that Ephesians 5:21 cancels out the
roles that Paul teaches in Ephesians 5:22-31.

Keener: It is clear that the submission of verse 22 cannot be other than the
submission of verse 21 from the simple fact that the word “submitting”
does not even appear in the Greek text of verse 22: it has to be borrowed
from verse 21. It is perfectly legitimate to read verse 22: “Wives,
submitting to your husbands,” as long as we understand that we must take
verse 22 as an example of verse 21°s mutual submission. Indeed, one
commentator points out that verse 22 might be translated, “for example,
wives to your husbands,” and this is no doubt its force. Wives should
submit to their husbands because Christians should submit to each other
(Paul, Women, and Wives, p 169).

Keener: As has often been pointed out, Ephesians 5:22-33 advocates
mutual submission. The only explicit definition of the wife’s submission in
the text is that she respect her husband (Paul, Women, and Wives, p 174).

g) Some egalitarians argue that xepain means *“source” rather than
“head.” They use this meaning to deny that God gave different
roles to husband and wife. However, this meaning for xedaiy is
not found in classical or koine Greek.

Grudem: If you ever meet an egalitarian claiming that the word “head” in
the Bible doesn’t mean “authority” but means “source,” you may wonder
how to answer. Their purpose in this discussion is to eliminate the idea of
authority from verses like, “The husband is the head of the wife as Christ is
the head of the church” (Eph. 5:23). So they claim that the word “head”
(the Greek word kephale) meant “source” rather than “authority” in the
ancient world. Sometimes they quote some ambiguous ancient Greek texts
which, they say, show Zeus to be the “source” of all things, or Esau to be
the “source” of his clan, or which mention the “head” of a river. For a
verse about hushands and wives, even this idea makes no sense (I am not
the source of my wife!), but they will usually then suggest a more specific
meaning like “source of encouragement” (“The Meaning of “Head” in the
Bible,” CBMW News, Vol 1, No 3, p 8).

h) As noted above, other egalitarians believe that since these roles
were imposed after the fall they do not apply to Christian
couples who are freed from the curse God pronounced on man
and woman in Eden.

5.  God blesses the marriage relationship.
a) God blesses husband and wife with companionship.

Genesis 2:18 The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be
alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.”
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b) God blesses husband and wife with sexual happiness.

Song of Solomon 1:2 Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth— for
your love (717 - “lovemaking, passionate love”) is more delightful than
wine.

1)

2)

3)

God created man and woman as sexual beings with sexual
desires.

Genesis 1:27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of
God he created him; male and female he created them.

Augsburg Confession, XXIII, 7: Gen. 1:28 teaches that men were
created to be fruitful, and that one sex in a proper way should desire
the other. For we are speaking not of concupiscence, which is sin, but
of that appetite which was to have been in nature in its integrity,
which would have existed in nature even if it had remained
uncorrupted, which they call physical love. And this love of one sex
for the other is truly a divine ordinance.

Augsburg Confession, XXIII, 12: The natural desire of sex for sex is
truly a divine right, because it is an ordinance divinely impressed
upon nature.

God gave sexual happiness as a blessing to husband and
wife at the institution of marriage.

Genesis 2:24 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother
and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.

Chastity is a purpose for marriage after the fall.

1 Corinthians 7:2-5 But since there is so much immorality, each
man should have his own wife, and each woman her own husband. *
The husband should fulfill his marital duty to his wife, and likewise
the wife to her husband. * The wife’s body does not belong to her
alone but also to her husband. In the same way, the husband’s body
does not belong to him alone but also to his wife. > Do not deprive
each other except by mutual consent and for a time, so that you may
devote yourselves to prayer. Then come together again so that Satan
will not tempt you because of your lack of self-control.

God blesses husband and wife with children.

Genesis 1:28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase
in number; fill the earth and subdue it.”

Genesis 30:1,2 When Rachel saw that she was not bearing Jacob any
children, she became jealous of her sister. So she said to Jacob, “Give me
children, or I’ll die!” ? Jacob became angry with her and said, “Am I in the
place of God, who has kept you from having children?”
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1)

2)

God may bless a husband and wife with children.

Psalm 127:3 Sons are a heritage from the LORD, children a reward
from him.

Psalm 139:13 For you created my inmost being; you knit me
together in my mother’s womb.

God may delay or withhold this blessing as he sees fit.

1 Samuel 1:5,19,20 But to Hannah he gave a double portion because
he loved her, and the LORD had closed her womb. ™ Early the next
morning they arose and worshiped before the LORD and then went
back to their home at Ramah. Elkanah lay with Hannah his wife, and
the LORD remembered her. ° So in the course of time Hannah
conceived and gave birth to a son. She named him Samuel, saying,
“Because | asked the LORD for him.”

d) Not all these blessings will be found in every marriage in equal
measure.

God blesses the husband-wife relationship with the ability to bring
children into the world.

Genesis 9:1 Then God blessed Noah and his sons, saying to them, “Be fruitful
and increase in number and fill the earth.”

a) A purpose of the sexual union is procreation.

b)

Genesis 4:1,2 Adam lay with his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and
gave birth to Cain. She said, “With the help of the LORD I have brought
forth a man.”? Later she gave birth to his brother Abel.

A purpose of the sexual union is also the consummation of
marriage.

Matthew 19:4,5 *“Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the
Creator ‘made them male and female,’ ®and said, ‘For this reason a man
will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will
become one flesh’?”

1)

2)

Sexual union does not establish marriage.

1 Corinthians 6:16 Do you not know that he who unites himself with
a prostitute is one with her in body? For it is said, “The two will
become one flesh.”

The sexual union is an expression of the marital union.
Schuetze and Habeck: In marriage a man and woman forsake the
previous intimacy of family life with father and mother, are united or
cleave to one another, and thus set up a new family. This cleaving,
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c)

d)

according to Jesus, is to continue so long as both live. Where this
permanent relationship has been established, the two become one
flesh through the sexual act. The latter does not establish the marriage
bond but is the practice of it (The Shepherd Under Christ, p 280).

According to Scripture, family planning and birth control are
adiaphora.

Note: The Roman Catholic Church and, historically, many Lutherans have
regarded all birth control as wrong. Yet there are other scriptural principles
to consider in this area.

See “Birth Control as Ethical and Pastoral Problem,, by H Kirsten, Our
Great Heritage, 11, p 106-124. Originally in WLQ, Vol. 65-1, Jan. 1968, p
24-44,

When it comes to family planning, God wants Christian couples
to pursue motives that are pleasing to God.

Proverbs 16:2 All a man’s ways seem innocent to him, but motives are
weighed by the LORD.

1) Aswith all things, their motives are to glorify God.

1 Corinthians 10:31 So whether you eat or drink or whatever you
do, do it all for the glory of God.

2) The Christian couple will remember that children are a
blessing from God and be ready to receive them as such.

Genesis 33:5 Then Esau looked up and saw the women and
children. “Who are these with you?” he asked. Jacob answered,
“They are the children God has graciously given your servant.”

Psalm 127:3 Sons are a heritage from the LORD, children a reward
from him.

Psalm 128:1-6 Blessed are all who fear the LORD, who walk in his
ways. > You will eat the fruit of your labor; blessings and prosperity
will be yours.? Your wife will be like a fruitful vine within your
house; your sons will be like olive shoots around your table.* Thus is
the man blessed who fears the LORD. *May the LORD bless you
from Zion all the days of your life; may you see the prosperity of
Jerusalem, ®and may you live to see your children’s children.

Peace be upon Israel.

3) The husband is to be concerned about the emotional and
physical health of his wife.

1 Peter 3:7 Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live
with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner
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4)

5)

(oxever) and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that
nothing will hinder your prayers.

1 Thessalonians 4:4 That each of you should learn to control his
own
body (oxeliog) in a way that is holy and honorable,

The Christian couple will recognize that they will need to
care and provide for their children.

1 Timothy 5:8  If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and
especially for his immediate family, he has denied the faith and is
worse than an unbeliever.

The Christian couple will not let selfishness or greedy
desires for a higher standard of living or personal
advancement enter into family planning.

Hebrews 13:5,6 Keep your lives free from the love of money and be
content with what you have, because God has said, “Never will |
leave you; never will | forsake you.” ® So we say with confidence,
“The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to
me?”

1 Timothy 6:6-10 But godliness with contentment is great gain. ’
For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out
of it.® But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.
® People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into
many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and
destruction. *° For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.
Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and
pierced themselves with many griefs.

Luke 12:21-31  “This is how it will be with anyone who stores up
things for himself but is not rich toward God.” % Then Jesus said to
his disciples: “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what
you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. # Life is more
than food, and the body more than clothes. ?* Consider the ravens:
They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God
feeds them. And how much more valuable you are than birds! > Who
of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?? Since you
cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest? #
“Consider how the lilies grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet | tell
you, not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of
these. % If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here
today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will he
clothe you, O you of little faith! * And do not set your heart on what
you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. ** For the pagan world
runs after all such things, and your Father knows that you need them.
%1 But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as
well.
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6) The Christian couple will realize that they cannot control
the future but will let it in God’s caring hands.

James 4:13-15 Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we
will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and
make money.” **Why, you do not even know what will happen
tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little
while and then vanishes. *° Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the
Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.”

e) When it comes to family planning, God wants Christian couples
to pursue methods that are pleasing to God.

1) They will recognize that human life begins at conception.
Note: See the section of dogmatics notes on the origin of the soul.

Psalm 51:5 Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my
mother conceived me.

Psalm 139:13-18 For you created my inmost being; you knit me
together in my mother’s womb. ** | praise you because | am fearfully
and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, | know that full
well. *> My frame was not hidden from you when | was made in the
secret place. When | was woven together in the depths of the earth, *°
your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were
written in your book before one of them came to be. " How
precious to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of
them!** Were | to count them, they would outnumber the grains of
sand. When | awake, | am still with you.

Jeremiah 1:5 “Before | formed you in the womb | knew you, before
you were born | set you apart; | appointed you as a prophet to the
nations.”

2) They will recognize that abortion is the taking of a human
life.

Exodus 20:13 “You shall not murder.”

3) They will pursue methods of birth control that are
contraceptive and not abortifacient in nature.

Note: By “contraceptive” we mean a method that prevents
fertilization and not a method that allows fertilization but interferes
with implantation.

7. The Christian couple will be guided by God’s Word when
considering reproductive technologies.

a) Like other forms of medicine, reproductive technology must be
evaluated in the light of God’s Word and used to his glory.
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b)

d)

f)

Matthew 25:36 | was sick and you looked after me.

Matthew 25:40 The King will reply, “I tell you the truth, whatever you
did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.”

Children are a blessing from God.

Psalm 127:3 Sons are a heritage from the LORD, children a reward from
him.

While parenting can be burdensome, children are not to be
viewed as a burden.

Genesis 3:16,19 To the woman he said, “I will greatly increase your
pains in childbearing; with pain you will give birth to children. Your desire
will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.”*® By the sweat of
your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from
it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.”

Children are not a right of marriage. A Christian couple will
recognize that sometimes God withholds the blessing children
from a marriage.

Deuteronomy 32:39 See now that | myself am He! There is no god
besides me. | put to death and I bring to life, | have wounded and I will
heal, and no one can deliver out of my hand.

1 Samuel 1:5 But to Hannah he gave a double portion because he loved
her, and the LORD had closed her womb.

Children are not merely a product of medical technology. A
Christian couple will recognize that life begins at conception and
treat all embryos as living human beings.

Deuteronomy 32:39 See now that | myself am He! There is no god
besides me.

| put to death and I bring to life, I have wounded and | will heal, and no
one can deliver out of my hand.

Psalm 139:13,14  For you created my inmost being; you knit me together
in my mother’s womb. * I praise you because | am fearfully and
wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, | know that full well.

A Christian couple will seek to manage their financial resources
wisely recognizing that they are only managers of all that God
places into their care.

Psalm 24:1 The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, the world, and
all who live in it.
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9)

Matthew 25:14 Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who
called his servants and entrusted his property to them.

1 Corinthians 4:2 Now it is required that those who have been given a
trust must
prove faithful.

A Christian couple will come before the Lord in prayer, asking
his help in applying the principles of Scripture and seeking his
direction in matters that are not clearly addressed in his Word.

8. God regulates marriage as a lifelong union.

a)

b)

God reserves the right to end a marriage through death. Even
though spouses are able to break the marriage bond, such action
is sinful.

Matthew 19:6 Therefore what God has joined together, let man not
separate.

1 Corinthians 7:39 A woman is bound to her husband as long as he lives.
But if her husband dies, she is free to marry anyone she wishes, but he
must belong to the Lord.

Romans 7:2,3 For example, by law a married woman is bound to her
husband as long as he is alive, but if her husband dies, she is released from
the law of marriage. %30 then, if she marries another man while her
husband is still alive, she is called an adulteress. But if her husband dies,
she is released from that law and is not an adulteress, even though she
marries another man.

God condemns divorce as sin.

Malachi 2:16 *“I hate divorce,” says the LORD God of Israel, “and | hate a
man’s covering himself with violence as well as with his garment,” says
the LORD Almighty. So guard yourself in your spirit, and do not break
faith.

Matthew 19:3-8 Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, “Is
it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any and every reason?”*
“Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator ‘made
them male and female,” ®and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his
father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one
flesh’?° So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined
together, let man not separate.” " “Why then,” they asked, “did Moses
command that a man give his wife a certificate of divorce and send her
away?” ® Jesus replied, “Moses permitted you to divorce your wives
because your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the beginning.

Scripture reveals that marital unfaithfulness (mopveia) breaks the
marriage bond.
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d)

f)

Matthew 19:9 | tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for
marital unfaithfulness (mopveia), and marries another woman commits
adultery.

Matthew 5:31,32  “It has been said, ‘Anyone who divorces his wife must
give her a certificate of divorce.” *But I tell you that anyone who divorces
his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness (mopveia), causes her to become
an adulteress, and anyone who marries the divorced woman commits
adultery.

Scripture reveals that malicious desertion breaks the marriage
bond.

1 Corinthians 7:15 But if the unbeliever leaves, let him do so. A believing
man or woman is not bound in such circumstances; God has called us to
live in peace.

Armin Schuetze: Saint Paul makes mention of desertion in 1 Corinthians
7:15: “But if the unbeliever leaves, let him do so. A believing man or
woman is not bound in such circumstances.” To desert a spouse is an act of
unbelief. It is sin. It breaks the marriage bond; the deserted person is no
longer bound to the marriage. The one who deserts may or may not be
involved in an adulterous relationship with another person. That is not the
concern when speaking of desertion. Desertion by itself breaks a marriage.
It would take us too far afield here to attempt a full scale study of all
guestions about desertion. Suffice it to say that not only geographical
separation is desertion (The Counseling Shepherd, p 232).

Note: For desertion to be malicious it must be 1) unilateral, 2) willful, and
3) permanent.

In the case of marital unfaithfulness and malicious desertion, the
innocent partner may obtain a divorce, which simply recognizes
that the marriage bond has already been broken.

Matthew 19:9 except for marital unfaithfulness

1 Corinthians 7:15 A believing man or woman is not bound in such
circumstances.

The penitent sinner finds forgiveness also for the sin of divorce
through Jesus who died for all sins.

2 Samuel 12:13 Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the
LORD.” Nathan replied, “The LORD has taken away your sin. You are not
going to die.”

Psalm 32:3-5 When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my
groaning all day long. * For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;
my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer.® Then | acknowledged
my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity. I said, “I will confess my
transgressions to the LORD”— and you forgave the guilt of my sin.
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9)

h)

Psalm 51:1-12 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing
love; according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions. ?
Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. *For | know my
transgressions, and my sin is always before me. * Against you, you only,
have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are proved
right when you speak and justified when you judge. ® Surely | was sinful at
birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me. ® Surely you desire
truth in the inner parts; you teach me wisdom in the inmost place. ’
Cleanse me with hyssop, and | will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter
than snow. ® Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed
rejoice. ® Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity. *°
Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. u
Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. *?
Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to
sustain me.

The penitent sinner will also seek to apply appropriate fruits of
repentance.

Luke 3:8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.
John 8:11 Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.”

Armin Schuetze: The term “fruit” implies willingness and a degree of

spontaneity. Fruit is produced without legal complusion. Hence we find

that Scripture has not set up a code book that specifies the exact form

which fruit of repentance must take in the case of every sin. But broad

principles can be recognized.

o Fruit of repentance is to desist from the sin for which one repents.

¢ Fruit of repentance is to restore, if possible, what sin has ruined.

¢ Fruit of repentance is to amend one’s sinful life, to replace evil with
good.

¢ Fruit of repentance is to do all to the glory of God, whether we eat or
drink, or work or play (The Counseling Shepherd, p 238).

Annulment is a judgment that there never was a valid marriage,
because there was no valid consent. It should not be used as a
loophole to try to evade the Scripture’s teaching on divorce.

Kevin Quirk, Judicial Vicar: The Roman Catholic Church presumes that a
marriage entered by two baptized persons is a sacrament, and as a
sacrament it is indissoluble. This presumption can only be overturned by
certain evidence produced by the couple and witnesses in a judicial
process. However, the Church does not recognize the authority of civil
courts in this matter, since it regards marriage as a sacrament. A civil
decree of divorce is, in the mind of the Church, equivalent to a permanent
separation from the common life but does not affect the validity or
continued existence of the marriage. Since marriage is a sacrament, it is
left to the Church to decide whether it is a valid sacrament or not. ... You
cannot marry again without an annulment. This is because, following the
teaching of Jesus Christ, the Church does not recognize a civil divorce. ...
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In a nutshell: a civil divorce says you were really and truly married and it
didn't work out, so that State lets you out of the contract and out of your
promises. An annulment says that on the day you married either you were
incapable of marriage or your consent to marry was defective for one of a
number of reasons; therefore, the marriage is invalid and did not
sacramentally exist, though you both thought that it did. Until you receive
an annulment, the Church assumes you and your former spouse meant your
vows and that your marriage continues to exist, no matter what the State
says. This is because marriage existed in the Garden (i.e., was created by
God) and preexisted the State. And the State then does not have the right
to divide what God has joined (Web site of the Diocese of Wheeling).

9. God ordained marriage as the basic unit for society. All human
alternatives for marriage are contrary to his will.

a)

Scripture reveals God’s original intention for marriage—one
man and one woman in a one-flesh relationship. The Bible never
explicitly forbids polygamy.

1) God tolerated polygamy in the Old Testament, even among
his people.

Examples: Jacob (Genesis 29); Esau (Genesis 28); Elkanah (1
Samuel 1); David (2 Samuel 3); Solomon (1 Kings 11)

2) God regulated polygamy in Old Testament Israel.

Deuteronomy 21:15-17 If a man has two wives, and he loves one
but not the other, and both bear him sons but the firstborn is the son
of the wife he does not love, ** when he wills his property to his sons,
he must not give the rights of the firstborn to the son of the wife he
loves in preference to his actual firstborn, the son of the wife he does
not love.'” He must acknowledge the son of his unloved wife as the
firstborn by giving him a double share of all he has. That son is the
first sign of his father’s strength. The right of the firstborn belongs to
him.

3) Yet God did not condone polygamy.

Note: God also allowed other sins among his people to go
unpunished. Moses murdered a man (Exodus 2:11,12); Abraham and
Isaac lied about their wives (Genesis 12:10-20; 20:1-18; 26:1-11).
See Acts 17:30.

4) Scripture presents Lamech, the first polygamist mentioned
in history, as a godless man.

Genesis 4:19-24  Lamech married two women, one named Adah
and the other Zillah. % Adah gave birth to Jabal; he was the father of
those who live in tents and raise livestock. 2! His brother’s name was
Jubal; he was the father of all who play the harp and flute. % Zillah
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5)

6)

also had a son, Tubal-Cain, who forged all kinds of tools out of
bronze and iron. Tubal-Cain’s sister was Naamah. * Lamech said to
his wives, “Adah and Zillah, listen to me; wives of Lamech, hear my
words. I have killed a man for wounding me, a young man for
injuring me. 2 If Cain is avenged seven times, then Lamech seventy-
seven times.”

John Jeske: Lamech, the fifth generation after Cain, introduced
polygamy into the human race. By doing so he showed contempt for
God’s stated purpose for marriage, that a man and a woman glorify
God and serve each other by an unconditional commitment of love
(Genesis People’s Bible, p 65).

The examples of polygamy in the Old Testament illustrate
the problems that such a relationship causes.

Genesis 30:1-3,9,14,15 When Rachel saw that she was not bearing
Jacob any children, she became jealous of her sister. So she said to
Jacob, “Give me children, or I’ll die!”? Jacob became angry with her
and said, “Am | in the place of God, who has kept you from having
children?”® Then she said, “Here is Bilhah, my maidservant. Sleep
with her so that she can bear children for me and that through her |
too can build a family.”  When Leah saw that she had stopped
having children, she took her maidservant Zilpah and gave her to
Jacob as a wife. ' During wheat harvest, Reuben went out into the
fields and found some mandrake plants, which he brought to his
mother Leah. Rachel said to Leah, “Please give me some of your
son’s mandrakes.” ** But she said to her, “Wasn’t it enough that you
took away my husband? Will you take my son’s mandrakes too?”
“Very well,” Rachel said, “he can sleep with you tonight in return for
your son’s mandrakes.”

1 Samuel 1:4-6 Whenever the day came for Elkanah to sacrifice, he
would give portions of the meat to his wife Peninnah and to all her
sons and daughters. ® But to Hannah he gave a double portion because
he loved her, and the LORD had closed her womb. ® And because the
LORD had closed her womb, her rival kept provoking her in order to
irritate her.

Scripture teaches that marriage is to be a monogamous
relationship with mutual responsibilities.

Genesis 2:24 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother
and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.

1 Corinthians 7:2-4 But since there is so much immorality, each
man

should have his own wife, and each woman her own husband. * The
husband

should fulfill his marital duty to his wife, and likewise the wife to her
husband. * The wife’s body does not belong to her alone but also to
her
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husband. In the same way, the husband’s body does not belong to
him alone
but also to his wife.

Schuetze and Habeck: Marriage as instituted by God at the time of
creation was to be a lifelong union of one man and one woman. God
created a monogamous relationship. That the original institution is to
be understood in this manner becomes evident when Jesus, referring
to Genesis 2:24, concludes with the words, “and the two will become
one flesh” (Mt 19:5). The marriage relationship involves two people.
The fact that God-fearing men like Jacob and David were involved in
polygamous marriages and divine disapproval in their cases is not
directly evident does not change God’s original institution, reaffirmed
in the New Testament (The Shepherd Under Christ, p 270).

b) Homosexuality is contrary to God’s will.

1)

2)

3)

4)

Homosexuality violates natural law.

Romans 1:26,27 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful
lusts. Even their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural
ones. ?” In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations
with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men
committed indecent acts with other men, and received in themselves
the due penalty for their perversion.

Homosexuality violates God’s inscribed law.

1 Corinthians 6:9,10 Do you not know that the wicked will not
inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually
immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor
homosexual offenders (uahaxot olite dpoevoxditar)'® nor thieves nor
the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the
kingdom of God.

Genesis 18:20,21 Then the LORD said, “The outcry against Sodom
and Gomorrah is so great and their sin so grievous % that | will go
down and see if what they have done is as bad as the outcry that has
reached me. If not, | will know.”

Genesis 19:24 Then the LORD rained down burning sulfur on
Sodom and
Gomorrah—from the LORD out of the heavens.

God ordained marriage as a heterosexual relationship.

Genesis 2:24 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother
and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.

The homosexual finds forgiveness for his sin in Christ who
died for all sins.
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5)

1 Corinthians 6:9-11 Do you not know that the wicked will not
inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually
immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor
homosexual offenders ' nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor
slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. * And that
is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified,
you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the
Spirit of our God.

The homosexual finds strength to avoid such sin in Christ
who lives in him by faith and strengthens him by the gospel.

John 8:34,36 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins
is a slave to sin. *® So if the Son sets you free, you will be free
indeed.”

Philippians 4:13 | can do everything through him who gives me
strength.

Romans 7:21-25  So | find this law at work: When | want to do
good, evil is right there with me. % For in my inner being | delight in
God’s law; % but | see another law at work in the members of my
body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a
prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members. % What a
wretched man | am! Who will rescue me from this body of death??
Thanks be to God—through Jesus Christ our Lord!

1 Corinthians 6:19,20 Do you not know that your body is a temple
of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from
God? You are not your own; ° you were bought at a price. Therefore
honor God with your body.

Romans 6:4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism
into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead
through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.

The “live-in” arrangement is contrary to God’s will.

John 4:16-18 He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.”*" I
have no husband,” she replied. Jesus said to her, “You are right when you
say you have no husband.® The fact is, you have had five husbands, and
the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is
quite true.”

1)

2)

The “live-in” arrangement violates the scriptural principles
of marriage because it is not designed to be a lifelong union.

The “live-in”” arrangement sets aside the scriptural
purposes of marriage because it partakes of the blessings of
marriage without assuming its responsibilities.
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3)

4)

The “live-in” arrangement violates the scriptural principle
of obedience to the government because it fails to fulfill both
the legal and social requirements for marriage.

Gerhard: The blessing of the church is necessary for entering
marriage rightly, not because of any special divine precept, nor on
account of the nature of marriage (as is if it would not be whole
without the blessing of the church), but it is necessary because of
requirements of the church and state introduced for the sake of public
utility and honesty. The blessing of the church is not necessary for
the thing itself (that is, for the essence of marriage) but as a public
testimony to all that the marriage was legitimately and honestly
contracted (Loci, XV, 396).

The Christian will not conform to the ways of the
unbelieving world but will seek to be the salt and light that
he is.

Romans 12:2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you
will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good,
pleasing and perfect will.

Matthew 5:13-16 You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses
its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for
anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. ** You are the
light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. ** Neither do
people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its
stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. ® In the same way,
let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds
and praise your Father in heaven.

Cf. “Scriptural Principles as They Pertain to Live-in Arrangements,”
WLQ, 96:4, Fall 1999.

10. God gave man and woman marriage as a blessing.

Large Catechism, The Sixth Commandment, 208: Therefore God has also most
richly blessed this estate above all others, and, in addition, has bestowed on it
and wrapped up in it everything in the world, to the end that this estate might be
well and richly provided for. Married life is therefore no jest or presumption; but
it is an excellent thing and a matter of divine seriousness. For it is of the highest
importance to Him that persons be raised who may serve the world and promote
the knowledge of God, godly living, and all virtues, to fight against wickedness
and the devil.

a)

Family life promotes the happiness of husband and wife.

Genesis 2:18,22,23  The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to
be alone. | will make a helper suitable for him.” ?* Then the LORD God
made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought
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b)

her to the man. ® The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh
of my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.”

Proverbs 17:6 Children’s children are a crown to the aged, and parents are
the pride of their children.

Proverbs 31:10-31 A wife of noble character who can find? She is worth
far more than rubies. ** Her husband has full confidence in her and lacks
nothing of value. * She brings him good, not harm, all the days of her life.
'3 She selects wool and flax and works with eager hands. ' She is like the
merchant ships,

bringing her food from afar. ° She gets up while it is still dark; she
provides food for her family and portions for her servant girls. *° She
considers a field and buys it; out of her earnings she plants a vineyard. *’
She sets about her work vigorously; her arms are strong for her tasks. *®
She sees that her trading is profitable, and her lamp does not go out at
night.*® In her hand she holds the distaff and grasps the spindle with her
fingers. ° She opens her arms to the poor

and extends her hands to the needy. 2L \When it snows, she has no fear for
her household; for all of them are clothed in scarlet. ?® She makes coverings
for her bed; she is clothed in fine linen and purple.? Her husband is
respected at the city gate, where he takes his seat among the elders of the
land. ** She makes linen garments and sells them, and supplies the
merchants with sashes. ?* She is clothed with strength and dignity; she can
laugh at the days to come. ?® She speaks with wisdom, and faithful
instruction is on her tongue. # She watches over the affairs of her
household and does not eat the bread of idleness. ?® Her children arise and
call her blessed:; her husband also, and he praises her: 2 “Many women do
noble things, but you surpass them all.” ** Charm is deceptive, and beauty
is fleeting; but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised. *! Give her
the reward she has earned, and let her works bring her praise at the city
gate.

Family life provides a positive environment for parents to raise
their children in the training and instruction of the Lord.

Deuteronomy 6:7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them when
you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and
when you get up.

Ephesians 6:4 Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring
them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.

Family life provides a positive environment where parents can
apply loving Christian discipline.

Proverbs 13:24 He who spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves
him is careful to discipline him.

Proverbs 19:8 He who gets wisdom loves his own soul; he who cherishes
understanding prospers.
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11.

d)

Proverbs 22:15 Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod of
discipline will drive it far from him.

Proverbs 23:13,14 Do not withhold discipline from a child; if you punish
him with the rod, he will not die. ** Punish him with the rod and save his
soul from death.

Family life promotes peace and stability in society.

1 Corinthians 7:2-5 But since there is so much immorality, each man
should have his own wife, and each woman her own husband. * The
husband should fulfill his marital duty to his wife, and likewise the wife to
her husband. * The wife’s body does not belong to her alone but also to her
husband. In the same way, the husband’s body does not belong to him
alone but also to his wife. > Do not deprive each other except by mutual
consent and for a time, so that you may devote yourselves to prayer. Then
come together again so that Satan will not tempt you because of your lack
of self-control.

It is not God’s will that every man or woman gets married.

a)

b)

d)

The single state has the blessing and approval of God.

1 Corinthians 7:1,2,7-9,25-28 - Now for the matters you wrote about: It is
good for a man not to marry. 2 But since there is so much immorality, each
man should have his own wife, and each woman her own husband. ’ I wish
that all men were as | am. But each man has his own gift from God; one
has this gift, another has that. ® Now to the unmarried and the widows | say:
It is good for them to stay unmarried, as | am. ? But if they cannot control
themselves, they should marry, for it is better to marry than to burn with
passion. ® Now about virgins: | have no command from the Lord, but |
give a judgment as one who by the Lord’s mercy is trustworthy. *® Because
of the present crisis, | think that it is good for you to remain as you are. *’
Are you married? Do not seek a divorce. Are you unmarried? Do not look
for a wife. *® But if you do marry, you have not sinned; and if a virgin
marries, she has not sinned. But those who marry will face many troubles
in this life, and | want to spare you this.

In this life we all stand before God as singles.

Galatians 3:26-28 You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus,
2" for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with
Christ. 2®There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female,
for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

In the next life we will all stand before God as singles.

Matthew 22:30 At the resurrection people will neither marry nor be given
in marriage; they will be like the angels in heaven.

The single state is a spiritual gift that can be used to glorify God
and serve his church.
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f)

9)

h)

1 Corinthians 7:7 | wish that all men were as | am. But each man has his
own gift (xaptopa) from God; one has this gift, another has that.

Matthew 19:12 For some are eunuchs because they were born that way;
others were made that way by men; and others have renounced marriage
because of the kingdom of heaven. The one who can accept this should
accept it.

The single state is not a higher state. Scripture does not hold out
virginity as the ultimate purity or abstinence as the ultimate act
of devotion to God.

Proverbs 18:22 He who finds a wife finds what is good and receives favor
from the LORD.

1 Timothy 4:3 They forbid people to marry and order them to abstain
from certain foods, which God created to be received with thanksgiving by
those who believe and who know the truth.

Matthew 19:12 For some are eunuchs because they were born that way;
others were made that way by men; and others have renounced marriage
because of the kingdom of heaven. The one who can accept this should
accept it.

Singles have gifts that can be used to glorify God and serve his
church.

1 Corinthians 7:7 | wish that all men were as | am. But each man has his
own gift (xapioua) from God; one has this gift, another has that.

Matthew 19:12 For some are eunuchs because they were born that way;
others were made that way by men; and others have renounced marriage
because of the kingdom of heaven. The one who can accept this should
accept it.

God wants his church to address the spiritual needs of all
members of the body of Christ, including the single members.

Galatians 6:10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all
people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.

God reminds all of us, whether single or married, that our main
concern in this life is not to be our earthly relationships with
each other but our spiritual status with Christ, our heavenly
bridegroom.

Matthew 6:33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all
these things will be given to you as well.

Matthew 12:46-50  While Jesus was still talking to the crowd, his
mother and brothers stood outside, wanting to speak to him. *’ Someone
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told him, “Your mother and brothers are standing outside, wanting to speak
to you.” *® He replied to him, “Who is my mother, and who are my
brothers?” * Pointing to his disciples, he said, “Here are my mother and
my brothers. *® For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my
brother and sister and mother.”

B. Civil Government.

1.

Governmental authority is of divine institution.

Romans 13:1-7 Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for
there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that
exist have been established by God.? Consequently, he who rebels against the
authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will
bring judgment on themselves. *For rulers hold no terror for those who do right,
but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in
authority? Then do what is right and he will commend you. * For he is God’s
servant to do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the
sword for nothing. He is God’s servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment
on the wrongdoer. ° Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not
only because of possible punishment but also because of conscience. ® This is
also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their
full time to governing. ' Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay
taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.

Daniel 2:21,37 He changes times and seasons; he sets up kings and deposes
them. He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to the discerning. *’ You, O
king, are the king of kings. The God of heaven has given you dominion and
power and might and glory;

Daniel 4:17,25,32  The decision is announced by messengers, the holy ones
declare the verdict, so that the living may know that the Most High is sovereign
over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes and sets over
them the lowliest of men. ? You will be driven away from people and will live
with the wild animals; you will eat grass like cattle and be drenched with the
dew of heaven. Seven times will pass by for you until you acknowledge that the
Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he
wishes.

John 19:11 Jesus answered, “You would have no power over me if it were not
given to you from above. Therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty
of a greater sin.”

The form of government is a matter of historical development.

1 Peter 2:13,14  Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every authority
instituted among men (maoy avbpwmivyxticet): whether to the king, as the
supreme authority, * or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who
do wrong and to commend those who do right.

The object of government is to make the sin-infested world a
comparatively safe and comfortable place in which to live.
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a) The government’s responsibility is to reward good and punish

b)

evil.

Romans 13:4,6 For he is God’s servant to do you good. But if you do
wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God’s
servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer.

1 Peter 2:14 [Submit yourselves to] governors, who are sent by him to
punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right.

1 Timothy 2:2 [Pray] for kings and all those in authority, that we may live
peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.

In particular the following affairs are mentioned as subject to
government regulation.

1) The government is to promote civic righteousness.

2)

3)

Deuteronomy 1:16,17 And I charged your judges at that time: Hear
the disputes between your brothers and judge fairly, whether the case
is between brother Israelites or between one of them and an alien.
Do not show partiality in judging; hear both small and great alike.
Do not be afraid of any man, for judgment belongs to God. Bring me
any case too hard for you, and | will hear it.

Romans 13:3,4 For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but
for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one
in authority? Then do what is right and he will commend you. *For he
is God’s servant to do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for
he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God’s servant, an agent
of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer.

The government has the right to regulate marriage and
divorce.

Matthew 19:7,8 “Why then,” they asked, “did Moses command that
a man give his wife a certificate of divorce and send her away?”
8Jesus replied, “Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because
your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the beginning.”

Smalcald Articles, Of the Power and Primacy of the Pope, 77: There
remains the jurisdiction in those cases which, according to canonical
law, pertain to the ecclesiastical court, as they call it, and especially
in cases of matrimony. This, too, the bishops have only by human
right, and that, not a very old one, as appears from the Codex and
Novellae of Justinian that decisions concerning marriage at that time
belongs to the magistrates.

The government has the right to assess taxes and judge in
financial and property matters.

Matthew 22:19-21  “Show me the coin used for paying the tax.”
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4)

They brought him a denarius, ® and he asked them, “Whose portrait
is this? And whose inscription?” ?* “Caesar’s,” they replied. Then he
said to them, “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is
God’s.”

Romans 13:7 Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes,
pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor,
then honor.

Acts 19:24,38 A silversmith named Demetrius, who made silver
shrines of Artemis, brought in no little business for the craftsmen. *
If, then, Demetrius and his fellow craftsmen have a grievance against
anybody, the courts are open and there are proconsuls. They can
press charges.

Augsburg Confession, Ap., XVI, 59: The gospel forbids private
redress in order that no one should interfere with the office of the
magistrate, and Christ inculcates this so frequently with the design
that the apostles should not think that they ought to seize the
governments from those who held otherwise, just as the Jews
dreamed concerning the kingdom of the Messiah, but that they might
know they ought to teach concerning the spiritual kingdom that it
does not change the civil state. Therefore private redress is prohibited
not by advice, but by a command, Matt. 5, 39; Rom. 12, 19. Public
redress, which is made through the office of the magistrate, is not
advised against, but is commanded, and is a work of God, according
to Paul, Rom. 13, 1 sqg.

Formula of Concord, Ep., XII, 14: [We reject] that a Christian cannot
without injury to conscience use the office of the magistracy against
the wicked in matters matters so requiring, nor that subjects may
invoke for their protection and defense the power which the
magistrates possess and have received from God. Parallel Formula
of Concord, T.D., XII, 19

The government also a responsibility to protect body and
life.

Genesis 9:6 “Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his
blood be shed; for in the image of God has God made man.

Exodus 21:22-25 If men who are fighting hit a pregnant woman
and she gives birth prematurely but there is no serious injury, the
offender must be fined whatever the woman’s husband demands and
the court allows. # But if there is serious injury, you are to take life
for life, * eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, **
burn for burn, wound for wound, bruise for bruise.

Formula of Concord, Ep., XII, 16: [We reject] that under the New

Testament magistrates cannot, without injury to conscience, inflict
capital punishment upon malefactors. Also F.C., T.D., XII, 21
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5) The government enforces law and order through means
such as fines, imprisonment, and capital punishment.

Exodus 21:22,30  If men who are fighting hit a pregnant woman
and she gives birth prematurely but there is no serious injury, the
offender must be fined whatever the woman’s husband demands and
the court allows. ¥ However, if payment is demanded of him, he may
redeem his life by paying whatever is demanded.

Matthew 5:25 Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is
taking you to court. Do it while you are still with him on the way, or
he may hand you over to the judge, and the judge may hand you over
to the officer, and you may be thrown into prison.

Genesis 9:6 Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his
blood be shed; for in the image of God has God made man.

Romans 13:4 For he is God’s servant to do you good. But if you do
wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is
God’s servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the
wrongdoer.

6) The government has the right to wage war and the
responsibility to maintain peace and stability in society. The
traditional criteria of a just war (or perhaps better, a
justified war) are 1) a war waged by a legal authority,

2) for a just cause, 3) as a last resort, 4) with a reasonable
probability of success, 5) with proportionate means,
6) with regard for the innocent.

Psalm 144:1: Praise be to the LORD my Rock, who trains my hands
for war, my fingers for battle. >He is my loving God and my fortress,
my stronghold and my deliverer, my shield, in whom I take refuge,
who subdues peoples under me.

Deuteronomy 20:1-4: When you go to war against your enemies and
see horses and chariots and an army greater than yours, do not be
afraid of them, because the LORD your God, who brought you up
out of Egypt, will be with you. ?When you are about to go into
battle, the priest shall come forward and address the army. *He shall
say: “Hear, O Israel, today you are going into battle against your
enemies. Do not be fainthearted or afraid; do not be terrified or give
way to panic before them. *For the LORD your God is the one who
goes with you to fight for you against your enemies to give you
victory.”

1 Timothy 2:2 [Pray] for kings and all those in authority, that we
may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.

4. Promoting religion has not been committed to civil government.
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a) Government officials may, indeed, use their personal influence in
the interest of the church (confession).

Isaiah 49:23 Kings will be your foster fathers, and their queens your
nursing mothers. They will bow down before you with their faces to the
ground; they will lick the dust at your feet. Then you will know that | am
the LORD; those who hope in me will not be disappointed.

2 Chronicles 9:7,8 How happy your men must be! How happy your
officials, who continually stand before you and hear your wisdom! ® Praise
be to the LORD your God, who has delighted in you and placed you on his
throne as king to rule for the LORD your God. Because of the love of your
God for Israel and his desire to uphold them forever, he has made you king
over them, to maintain justice and righteousness.

Smalcald Articles, Of the Power and Primacy of the Pope, 54: But
especially the chief members of the church, kings and princes, ought to
guard the interests of the church, and to see to it that errors be removed and
consciences be healed, as God expressly exhorts kings, Ps. 2, 10: Be wise,
now, therefore, O kings; be instructed, judges of the earth. For it should be
the first care of kings and great lords to advance the glory of God.
Therefore it would be very shameful for them to lend their influence and
power to confirm idolatry and infinite other crimes, and to slaughter saints.

b) Government may recognize and use the positive influence of
thechurch to promote peace and stability in society.

Confer Daniel in Babylon, Cyrus’ restoration of the temple, roles of Ezra
and Nehemiah.

While there are no explicit passages that deal with the subject in
depth, the Bible does teach a distinction between the roles of church
and state.

Matthew 22: 21 Then he said to them, “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to
God what is God’s.”

John 18:36 My kingdom is not of this world.
Luke 12:14 Who made me a judge or a divider over you?

Brug: Since there are some areas in life in which both the state and the church
have a valid interest, such as marriage, sexual morality, education, and so on,
their interests and activities may sometimes overlap. Perhaps it might, therefore,
be clearer if we would speak of “avoiding a mixture or confusion of church and
state,” rather than of a “separation of church and state.” It is not possible to
demand a total separation of all activities of church and state. One area in which
we regularly accept a certain overlap of interests is in the public establishment
of a marriage (“The Doctrine of the Two Kingdoms,” OGH, II, p 406,407).

Note: In evaluating areas of church/state co-operation we must keep three
questions distinct: 1) Is this co-operation forbidden by Scripture? 2) Is this
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forbidden by the law of the land? 3) Does this lead to dangerous entanglement?

a) Scripture indicates that the state and church have distinct roles.

1)

2)

The role of the church is to care for the spiritual welfare of
God’s people and to reach out to a lost world.

Matthew 28:19,20  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, ?° and surely | will be with you always, to the very end of
the age.

John 21:15,16 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon
Peter, “Simon son of John, do you truly love me more than these?”
“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed
my

lambs.” *® Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you truly love
me?” He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” Jesus
said,

“Take care of my sheep.”

The role of the state is to maintain peace and stability in
society, which also permits the free preaching of the gospel.

1 Timothy 2:1,2 1 urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers,
intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone— *for kings and
all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all
godliness and holiness.

b) Scripture indicates that the state and church have distinct too.

1)

2)

The tool of the state is the sword, administered on the basis
of human reason. The state uses natural law to curb
godlessness and violence.

Romans 13:3-5 For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but
for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one
in authority? Then do what is right and he will commend you. * For he
is God’s servant to do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for
he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God’s servant, an agent
of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. ° Therefore, it is
necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible
punishment but also because of conscience.

The tool of the church is the sword of the Spirit,
administered through the gospel in Word and Sacrament. It
applies God’s law as a mirror, curb, and a guide for
Christian living.

Ephesians 6:17 Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the
Spirit, which is the word of God.
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Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than
any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and
spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the
heart.

Scripture addresses a Christian’s attitude and actions towards
government.

a)

b)

d)

The Christian is called upon to pray for the government and its
leaders.

1 Timothy 2:1,2 1 urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers,
intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone— ?for kings and all
those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness
and holiness.

The Christian is called upon to obey the government and its
leaders and to show them honor and respect.

Romans 13:1,6,7 Everyone must submit himself to the governing
authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established.
The authorities that exist have been established by God. °This is also why
you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full
time to governing. ' Give everyone what you owe him: if you owe taxes,
pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then
honor.

The Christian is called upon to pray against evil including that
which the government causes.

Psalm 139:19,21  If only you would slay the wicked, O God! Away from
me, you bloodthirsty men! % Do | not hate those who hate you, O LORD,
and abhor those who rise up against you?

Revelation 6:10 They called out in a loud voice, “How long, Sovereign
Lord, holy and true, until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge
our blood?”

The Christian is called upon to speak out against sin and
injustice, even if the government is at fault.

Matthew 14:3,4 Now Herod had arrested John and bound him and put
him in prison because of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, * for John had
been saying to him: “It is not lawful for you to have her.”

Psalm 58:1,2 Do you rulers indeed speak justly? Do you judge uprightly
among men? *No, in your heart you devise injustice, and your hands mete
out violence on the earth.

The Christian is called upon to disobey laws that require him or
her to sin. Such disobedience will involve passive resistance and
not active rebellion.
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f)

9)

h)

Acts 5:29 Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather
than men!”

Exodus 1:17,20,21  The midwives, however, feared God and did not do
what the king of Egypt had told them to do; they let the boys live. *° So
God was kind to the midwives and the people increased and became even
more numerous. ?* And because the midwives feared God, he gave them
families of their own.

Matthew 26:52 “Put your sword back in its place,” Jesus said to him, “for
all who draw the sword will die by the sword.”

The Christian may be called upon to patiently suffer injustice
if doing so gives glory to God.

1 Samuel 24 — David and Saul at the cave near Engedi.
Matthew 26:52 — Jesus and Peter in the garden.

Acts 5:41 The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had
been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name.

Romans 12:17-19 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do
what is right in the eyes of everybody.*® If it is possible, as far as it
depends on you, live at peace with everyone.'® Do not take revenge, my
friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to
avenge; | will repay,” says the Lord.

Proverbs 20:22 Do not say, “I’ll pay you back for this wrong!” Wait for
the LORD, and he will deliver you.

1 Peter 2:21-23  To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you,
leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps. * “He
committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 2 When they
hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made
no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly.

The Christian may be called upon to seek justice for wrongs if
doing so gives glory to God.

John 18:23 “If | said something wrong,” Jesus replied, “testify as to
what is wrong. But if | spoke the truth, why did you strike me?”

Acts 16 — Paul and Silas in prison
Acts 24,25 — Paul on trial

A Christian may also serve in the capacity of a government
official.

303



2 Kings 5:17-19  Naaman said, “please let me, your servant, be given as
much earth as a pair of mules can carry, for your servant will never again
make burnt offerings and sacrifices to any other god but the LORD.*® But
may the LORD forgive your servant for this one thing: When my master
enters the temple of Rimmon to bow down and he is leaning on my arm
and | bow there also—when | bow down in the temple of Rimmon, may
the LORD forgive your servant for this.”** “Go in peace,” Elisha said.

Acts 8:36,37 As they traveled along the road, they came to some water
and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. Why shouldn’t | be baptized?”

Acts 17:34 A few men became followers of Paul and believed. Among
them was Dionysius, a member of the Areopagus, also a woman named
Damaris, and a number of others.

Luke 3:14 Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?” He
replied, “Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people falsely—be content
with your pay.”

Luther: “Temporal Authority, To What Extent It Should Be Obeyed,”
LW 45,81ff.

Luther: “Whether Soldiers, Too, Can Be Saved,” LW 46,93ff.
7.  The church may be benefited by government.

a) Good government protects it in its peaceful external
development.

Romans 13:4,6 For he is God’s servant to do you good. But if you do
wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God’s
servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. ® This is
also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give
their full time to governing.

1 Timothy 2:2 [Pray] for kings and all those in authority, that we may live
peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.

Acts 9:31 Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria
enjoyed a time of peace. It was strengthened; and encouraged by the Holy
Spirit, it grew in numbers, living in the fear of the Lord.

b) Persecution by bad government may test the spirit of the church.

Matthew 10:16-18 | am sending you out like sheep among wolves.
Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves. '’ Be on your
guard against men; they will hand you over to the local councils and flog
you in their synagogues. **  On my account you will be brought before
governors and kings as witnesses to them and to the Gentiles.

Acts 4:24-26  When they heard this, they raised their voices together in
prayer to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they said, “you made the heaven and the
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earth and the sea, and everything in them. * You spoke by the Holy Spirit
through the mouth of your servant, our father David: ““Why do the nations
rage and the peoples plot in vain? % The kings of the earth take their stand
and the rulers gather together against the Lord and against his Anointed
One.”

Romans 8:36,37 As it is written: “For your sake we face death all day
long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” *” No, in all these
things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.

Philippians 1:12-13 Now | want you to know, brothers, that what has
happened to me has really served to advance the gospel. ** As a result, it
has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone else
that I am in chains for Christ.

For confessional statements of the roles of church and state see:

Augsburg Confession, XVI: Of civil affairs they teach that lawful civil
ordinances are good works of God, and that it is right for Christians to bear civil
office, to sit as judges, to judge matters by the Imperial and other existing laws,
to award just punishments, to engage in just wars, to serve as soldiers, to make
legal contracts, to hold property, to make an oath when required by the
magistrates, to marry a wife, to be given in marriage. They condemn the
Anabaptists who forbid these civil offices to Christians. They condemn also
those who do not place evangelical perfection in the fear of God and in faith, but
in forsaking civil offices, for the gospel teaches an eternal righteousness of the
heart. Meanwhile, it does not destroy the state or the family, but very much
requires that they be preserved as ordinances of God, and that charity be
practiced in such ordinances. Therefore, Christians are necessarily bound to
obey their own magistrates and laws save only when commanded to sin; for then
they ought to obey God rather than men. Acts 5, 29.

Augsburg Confession, XXVIII, 10-19: Therefore, since the power of the church
grants eternal things and is exercised only by the ministry of the Word, it does
not interfere with civil government; no more than the art of singing interferes
with civil government. For civil government deals with other things than does
the Gospel. The civil rulers defend not minds, but bodies and bodily things
against manifest injuries, and restrain men with the sword and bodily
punishments in order to preserve civil justice and peace. Therefore the power of
the church and the civil power must not be confounded. The power of the church
has its own commission to teach the gospel and to administer the sacraments.
Let it not break into the office of another; let it not transfer the kingdoms of this
world; let it not abrogate the laws of civil rulers; let it not abolish lawful
obedience; let it not interfere with judgments concerning civil ordinances or
contracts; let it not prescribe laws to civil rulers concerning the form of the
Commonwealth.

Augsburg Confession, Ap., IV, 22: For God wishes those who are carnal gross
sinners to be restrained by civil discipline, and to maintain this, he has given
laws, letters, doctrine, magistrates, penalties.

Large Catechism, The Fourth Commandment ,141.142: In this commandment
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belongs a further statement regarding all kinds of obedience to persons in
authority who have to command and to govern. For all authority flows and is
propagated from the authority of parents. For where a father is unable alone to
educate his rebellious and irritable child, he employs a schoolmaster to instruct
him; if he be too weak, he enlists the aid of his friends and neighbors; if he
departs this life, he delegates and confers his authority and government upon
others who are appointed for the purpose. Likewise, he must have domestics,
man-servants and maid-servants, under himself for the management of the
household, so that all whom we call masters are in the place of parents and must
derive their power and authority to govern from them. Hence also they are all
called fathers in the Scriptures, as those who in their government perform the
functions of a father, and should have a paternal heart toward their subordinates.
As also from antiquity the Romans and other nations called the masters and
mistresses of the household patres- et matres- familiae, that is, housefathers and
housemothers. So also they called their national rulers and overlords patres
patriae, that is, fathers of the entire country, for a great shame to us who would
be Christians that we do not likewise call them so, or, at least, do not esteem and
honor them as such.

Formula of Concord, Ep., XII, 12-16: [We reject those who hold] 1. That under
the New Testament the magistracy is not an estate pleasing to God. 2. That a
Christian cannot with a good, inviolate conscience hold or discharge the office
of magistrate. 3. That a Christian cannot without injury to conscience use the
office of the magistracy against the wicked in matters so requiring, nor that
subjects may invoke for their protection and defense the power which the
magistrates possess and have received from God. 4. That a Christian cannot with
a good conscience take an oath, nor with an oath promise fidelity to the
hereditary prince of his country or sovereign. 5. That under the New Testament
magistrates cannot, without injury to conscience, inflict capital punishment upon
malefactors.

Examples of confusion of the roles of the state and religion include
the following.

a) Roman Catholicism

Catholic Encyclopedia CD Version: The State, then, exists to help man to
temporal happiness the Church, to eternal. Of these two purposes the latter
is more ultimate.... It is clear, therefore, that the purpose of the Church is
higher in the order of Divine Providence and of righteous human
endeavour than that of the State.... In all subject-matter not purely spiritual
nor purely temporal, but at the same time both spiritual and temporal in
character, both jurisdictions may enter, and so entering give occasion to
collision, for which there must be a principle of solution. In case of direct
contradiction, making it impossible for both jurisdictions to be exercised,
the jurisdiction of the Church prevails, and that of the State is excluded.
....In analogous fashion every higher court is always judge of its own
jurisdiction as against a lower.

b) Liberation theology
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d)

Millard J. Erickson defining: Liberation theologies — the salvation of all
persons from oppression — is the goal of God’s work in history and must
therefore be the task of those who believe in him, utilizing every means
possible, including political effort and even revolution if necessary
(Christian Theology, p 909).

Islam

Hathout Hassan: In Islam, the rule and role of jama’a “community” is very
high, and the political sphere is just one more community where Islam is to
be applied to life. But Islam is understood by Muslims to be both din and
dawla, religion and government (Reading the Muslim Mind, p 234).

Theonomy, Dominion Theology, Christian Reconstructionism.

Greg Bahnsen: The New Testament teaches us that—unless exceptions are
revealed elsewhere—every Old Testament commandment is binding, even
as the standard of justice for all magistrates (Rom. 13:1-4), including every
recompense stipulated for civil offenses in the law of Moses (Heb 2:2).
From the New Testament alone we learn that we must take as our operating
presumption that any Old Testament penal requirement is binding today on
all civil magistrates. The presumption can surely be modified by definite,
revealed teaching in the Scripture, but in the absence of such qualifications
or changes, any Old Testament penal sanction we have in mind would be
morally obligatory for civil rulers (No Other Standard p 68).

Gary North: The proper exegetical principle is this: Mosaic law is still to
be inforced, by the church or the State or both, unless there is a specific
injunction to the contrary in the New Testament (The Sinai Strategy:
Economics and the Ten Commandments, p 255).

Caesaro-papism of the Byzantine Empire and European state
churches.

Timothy Ware: At the heart of the Christian polity of Byzantium was the
Emperor, who was no ordinary ruler, but God’s representative on earth. If
Byzantium was an icon of the heavenly Jerusalem, then the earthly
monarchy of the Emperor was an image or icon of the monarchy of God in
heaven; in church men prostrated themselves before the icon of Christ, and
in the palace before God’s living icon — the Emperor. The labyrinthine
palace, the Court with its elaborate ceremonial, the throne room where
mechanical lions roared and musical birds sang: these things were
designed to make clear the Emperor’s status as vice-regent of God. . . . The
Emperor had a special place in the Church’s worship: he could not of
course celebrate the Eucharist, but he received communion “as priests do’,
he preached sermons, on certain feasts he censed the altar. The vestments
which Orthodox bishops now wear are the vestments once worn by the
Emperor in church...The life of Byzantium formed a unified whole, and
there was no rigid line of separation between the religious and the secular,
between Church and State: the two were seen as parts of a single organism
(The Orthodox Church , p 48-49).
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f)  Calvinism

Calvin: The duty of magistrates, its nature, as described by the word of
God, and the things in which it consists, | will here indicate in passing.
That it extends to both tables of the law, even if Scripture did not teach
this, we could learn from profane writers, for no man has discoursed of the
duty of magistrates, the enacting of laws, and the common weal, without
beginning with religion and divine worship. Thus all have confessed that
no polity can be successfully established unless piety be its first care, and
that those laws are absurd which disregard the rights of God, and consult
only for men.... This rebukes the folly of those who would neglect the care
of divine things, and devote themselves merely to the administration of
justice among men; as if God had appointed rulers in his own name to
decide earthly controversies, and omitted what was of far greater moment,
his own pure worship as prescribed by his law (Institutes BK 1V, ch. 20,
section 9).

g) Some Lutheran dogmaticians

Hutter. The chief duties of the civil magistrate are: (1) to pay attention to
both tables of the Decalogue, so far as they pertain to outward discipline,
etc (Loc. Th., 279).

Hollaz: The civil magistrate has been ordained for the public good, and his
office is fourfold: (1) Ecclesiastical, for kings are the nursing fathers of the
Church, and the bishops outside of the temple. (2) Civil... (3)Moral... (4)
Natural ....(Examen, 1366)

Hollaz: The magistracy is employed with sacred affairs, by carefully
observing and performing those things which ought to be believed and
done by all men who are to be saved, Ps. 2:10-12, and by directing the
church and the Christian religion in their external government (1361). The
inner economy and government of sacred things, consisting in the doctrine
of the Word, in absolution from sins, and the lawful administration of the
sacraments, are peculiar to the ministers of the church. The magistrate
cannot claim them for himself without committing crime (Examen, 1362).

Baier lists specific duties: The appointing of suitable ministers of the
church; the erection and preservation of schools and houses of worship, as
well as the providing for the honorable support of ministers; the appointing
of visitations and councils; the framing and maintenance of the laws of the
church, the controlling of the revenues of the church, and the preservation
of church discipline; the trial of heretical ministers, as also of those of bad
character, and all other similar persons belonging to the churches and
schools, and the compelling them to appear before a court; providing for
the punishment of those convicted of heresies or crimes; and the
abrogation of heresies that are manifest and have been condemned by the
church, and of idolatrous forms of worship, so that the church be cleansed
from them (Compendium, 809).

10. Luther had a clear understanding of the distinction between church
and state.
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Luther: After the abolition of the Law the secular emperors, kings, and princes
were entrusted with the sword of iron, and the oral sword was assigned to the
apostles and us preachers. This distinction must remain intact; and let all who
can lend a hand to that end. But if the princes continue to jumble the two, as
they are now doing, then may God in his mercy shorten our lives that we may
not witness the ensuing disaster. For in such circumstances the Christian
religion must go to wrack and ruin. This is what happened in the papacy when
the bishops became secular princes. And if the secular lords now become popes
and bishops and insist on sermons that defer to their wishes, then let the
wretched devil preach to them, for he preaches too. But let us pray God that
neither the spiritual nor the secular realm abuses its office that way (LW 22, 228,
Commentary on John 2).

V. Inconnection with God's providence we may also consider:
Miracles—Prophecies—Prayer—End of life—Chance (Zufall).

1. Miracles.

a) The following designations of miracles occur in Scripture. These
words do not always refer to miracles in the strict sense.

1) Kb nikbo) - Bavpdoiov - miraculum - wonders

These words describe a miracle that inspires awe. They stress the amazing
aspect of the miracle.

Psalm 9:1 1 will praise you, O LORD, with all my heart; I will tell of all
your wonders.

Psalm 40:5 Many, O LORD my God, are the wonders you have done. The
things you planned for us no one can recount to you; were | to speak and
tell of them, they would be too many to declare.

Exodus 3:20 So | will stretch out my hand and strike the Egyptians with
all the wonders that | will perform among them. After that, he will let you

go.

Exodus 15:11 Who among the gods is like you, O LORD? Who is like
you—majestic in holiness, awesome in glory, working wonders?

Judges 6:13 “But sir,” Gideon replied, “if the LORD is with us, why has
all this happened to us? Where are all his wonders that our fathers told us
about when they said, ‘Did not the LORD bring us up out of Egypt?’ But
now the LORD has abandoned us and put us into the hand of Midian.”

Psalm 77:11,14 1 will remember the deeds of the LORD; yes, | will

remember your miracles of long ago. ** You are the God who performs
miracles; you display your power among the peoples.
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2)

3)

Matthew 21:15 But when the chief priests and the teachers of the law saw
the wonderful things he did and the children shouting in the temple area,
“Hosanna to the Son of David,” they were indignant.

npin - Tépag - prodigium - wonders, signs

Though these words are often translated “wonder” or *sign,” they
sometimes carry the negative connotation of an “omen” or “portent.”

Exodus 4:21 The LORD said to Moses, “When you return to Egypt, see
that you perform before Pharaoh all the wonders | have given you the
power to do. But | will harden his heart so that he will not let the people
gO.”

Exodus 7:3,9 But I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and though | multiply my
miraculous signs and wonders in Egypt, °“When Pharaoh says to you,
‘Perform a miracle,’ then say to Aaron, ‘Take your staff and throw it down
before Pharaoh,” and it will become a snake.”

Matthew 24:24 For false Christs and false prophets will appear and
perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the elect—if that were
possible.

John 4:48 “Unless you people see miraculous signs and wonders,” Jesus
told him, “you will never believe.”

Acts 2:19,43 | will show wonders in the heaven above and signs on the
earth below, blood and fire and billows of smoke. ** Everyone was filled
with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the
apostles.

nMa3 - ddvas - vis, virtus - mighty acts
These words point to the power that makes the miracle possible.

Deuteronomy 3:24 O Sovereign LORD, you have begun to show to your
servant your greatness and your strong hand. For what god is there in
heaven or on earth who can do the deeds and mighty works you do?

Psalm 106:2 Who can proclaim the mighty acts of the LORD or fully
declare his praise?

Psalm 150:2 Praise him for his acts of power; praise him for his
surpassing greatness.

Matthew 14:2 He said to his attendants, “This is John the Baptist; he has
risen from the dead! That is why miraculous powers are at work in him.”

Mark 6:2 When the Sabbath came, he began to teach in the synagogue,
and many who heard him were amazed. “Where did this man get these
things?” they asked. “What’s this wisdom that has been given him, that he
even does miracles!”
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4)

Galatians 3:5 Does God give you his Spirit and work miracles among you
because you observe the law, or because you believe what you heard?

NiX - onuelov - signum - sign

These words point to the purpose or testimony of the act—why the miracle
was done.

Exodus 4:8,9,17 Then the LORD said, “If they do not believe you or pay
attention to the first miraculous sign, they may believe the second [sign].’
But if they do not believe these two signs or listen to you, take some water
from the Nile and pour it on the dry ground. The water you take from the
river will become blood on the ground.”*” “But take this staff in your
hand so you can perform miraculous signs with it.”

Exodus 7:3 But | will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and though | multiply my
miraculous signs and wonders in Egypt.

Deuteronomy 4:34 Has any god ever tried to take for himself one nation
out of another nation, by testings, by miraculous signs and wonders, by
war, by a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, or by great and awesome
deeds, like all the things the LORD your God did for you in Egypt before
your very eyes?

Deuteronomy 6:22 Before our eyes the LORD sent miraculous signs and
wonders—great and terrible—upon Egypt and Pharaoh and his whole
household.

Luke 11:16 Others tested him by asking for a sign from heaven.

John 2:11 This, the first of his miraculous signs, Jesus performed at Cana
in Galilee. He thus revealed his glory, and his disciples put their faith in
him.

John 4:48 “Unless you people see miraculous signs and wonders,” Jesus
told him, “you will never believe.”

Acts 2:22 Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man
accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did
among you through him, as you yourselves know.

Acts 2:19,43 I will show wonders in the heaven above and signs on the
earth below, blood and fire and billows of smoke. ** Everyone was filled
with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the
apostles.

Matthew 24:24 For false Christs and false prophets will appear and

perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the elect—if that were
possible.
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5) Also general words, which speak of God’s works (Epya, 79°%.¥)
may denote a miracle.

Psalm 9:11 Sing praises to the LORD, enthroned in Zion; proclaim
among the nations what he has done.

Isaiah 12:4 In that day you will say: “Give thanks to the LORD, call on
his name; make known among the nations what he has done, and proclaim
that his name is exalted.

John 5:20,36  For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does.
Yes, to your amazement he will show him even greater things than these. *
“I have testimony weightier than that of John. For the very work that the
Father has given me to finish, and which I am doing, testifies that the
Father has sent me.”

Revelation 15:3 [They] sang the song of Moses the servant of God and
the song of the Lamb: “Great and marvelous are your deeds, Lord God
Almighty. Just and true are your ways, King of the ages.”

b) A miracle in the strict sense is a deed which is performed by power
beyond the laws of nature.

Psalm 78:13 He divided the sea and led them through; he made the water stand
firm like a wall.
Compare Psalm 33:7 He gathers the waters of the sea into jars; he puts the deep
into storehouses.

Psalm 78:19,20  They spoke against God, saying, “Can God spread a table in
the desert? ° When he struck the rock, water gushed out, and streams flowed
abundantly. But can he also give us food? Can he supply meat for his people?”
Compare Numbers 11:31 Now a wind went out from the LORD and drove
guail in from the sea. It brought them down all around the camp to about three
feet above the ground, as far as a day’s walk in any direction.

Quenstedt: A distinction must be made between fadpata and bavpaaia, or
between miracles and wonders or marvels. Miracles which are true and properly
so called are those things which are done contrary to the power given to natural
things by God and contrary to the natural course or through the extraordinary
power of God, as when iron floats, water is changed into wine, etc. 2 Cor 11:14;
Re 17:6. It is by extraordinary providence when God works either without
means or beyond or above means or contrary to means and their nature, or,
which is the same, above and contrary to the order established by him (TDP,
Part I, Chapter XI, Section Il, qu. IV, fon. so., X, p 471).

1) Ason the one hand the laws of nature do not prevent miracles,
so on the other hand miracles do not abrogate the laws of nature
for the regular course of events.

2) Miracles are frequently divided into natural miracles (miracula
naturae) and miracles of grace (miracula gratiae, e.g. conversion,
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3)

Lord’s Supper, Baptism). It is the former class with which we
are chiefly concerned when speaking of God's providence.

Though not miracles in the strict sense, God’s government of the
world is one unbroken chain of wonders.

Job 5:8-10 “But if it were I, | would appeal to God; | would lay my cause
before him. ° He performs wonders that cannot be fathomed, miracles that
cannot be counted. *° He bestows rain on the earth; he sends water upon the
countryside.

Psalm 40:4,5 Blessed is the man who makes the LORD his trust, who
does not look to the proud, to those who turn aside to false gods. > Many, O
LORD my God, are the wonders you have done. The things you planned
for us no one can recount to you; were | to speak and tell of them, they
would be too many to declare.

c) God alone can perform miracles.

1)

Scripture attests to this truth.
Direct statements:

Exodus 15:11 Who among the gods is like you, O LORD? Who is like
you—majestic in holiness, awesome in glory, working wonders?

Psalm 72:18 Praise be to the LORD God, the God of Israel, who alone
does marvelous deeds.

Psalm 136:4 To him who alone does great wonders, His love endures
forever.

Implied Statements:

Exodus 15:6 Your right hand, O LORD, was majestic in power. Your
right hand, O LORD, shattered the enemy.

Psalm 77:14 You are the God who performs miracles; you display your
power among the peoples.

Psalm 78:4 We will not hide them from their children; we will tell the
next generation the praiseworthy deeds of the LORD, his power, and the
wonders he has done.

Psalm 86:10 For you are great and do marvelous deeds; you alone are
God.

Daniel 4:2,3 It is my pleasure to tell you about the miraculous signs and
wonders that the Most High God has performed for me. ® How great are his
signs, how mighty his wonders! His kingdom is an eternal kingdom; his
dominion endures from generation to generation.
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2)

3)

Calov: [Miracles are] things which cannot originate except from a first
cause and exceed the powers of any creature, from which their divinity
could certainly be easily recognized (Systema, tom. I, cap. I, p 273).
Men have performed miracles by God’s power.

-a) They were then authorized by God to do so.

Exodus 4:21 The LORD said to Moses, “When you return to Egypt,
see that you perform before Pharaoh all the wonders | have given you
the power to do. But | will harden his heart so that he will not let the
people go.”

Matthew 10:8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have
leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received, freely give.

Mark 16:17,18  And these signs will accompany those who
believe: In my name they will drive out demons; they will speak in
new tongues; *® they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when
they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place
their hands on sick people, and they will get well.

-b) They declined any personal honor.

Genesis 40:8 “We both had dreams,” they answered, “but there is no
one to interpret them.” Then Joseph said to them, “Do not
interpretations belong to God? Tell me your dreams.”

Genesis 41:16 “I cannot do it,” Joseph replied to Pharaoh, “but God
will give Pharaoh the answer he desires.”

Daniel 2:26-28  The king asked Daniel (also called Belteshazzar),
“Are you able to tell me what | saw in my dream and interpret it?” #'
Daniel replied, “No wise man, enchanter, magician or diviner can
explain to the king the mystery he has asked about, % but there is a
God in heaven who reveals mysteries. He has shown King
Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in days to come. Your dream and
the visions that passed through your mind as you lay on your bed are
these.”

Acts 3:12,13,16  When Peter saw this, he said to them: “Men of
Israel, why does this surprise you? Why do you stare at us as if by
our own power or godliness we had made this man walk? ** The God
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his
servant Jesus. You handed him over to be killed, and you disowned
him before Pilate, though he had decided to let him go. *® By faith in
the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and know was made
strong. It is Jesus’ name and the faith that comes through him that has
given this complete healing to him, as you can all see.”

Even enemies of God have performed apparent miracles.
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-a) This was with God’s permission.

Exodus 7:11 Pharaoh then summoned wise men and sorcerers, and
the Egyptian magicians also did the same things by their secret arts.
Compare Exodus 8:18,19  But when the magicians tried to produce
gnats by their secret arts, they could not. And the gnats were on men
and animals.*® The magicians said to Pharaoh, “This is the finger of
God.” But Pharaoh’s heart was hard and he would not listen, just as
the LORD had said.

Deuteronomy 13:1-3 If a prophet, or one who foretells by dreams,
appears among you and announces to you a miraculous sign or
wonder, >and if the sign or wonder of which he has spoken takes
place, and he says, “Let us follow other gods” (gods you have not
known) “and let us worship them,” *you must not listen to the words
of that prophet or dreamer. The LORD your God is testing you to
find out whether you love him with all your heart and with all your
soul.

Revealation 13:13 [The second beast] performed great and
miraculous signs, even causing fire to come down from heaven to
earth in full view of men. ** Because of the signs he was given power
to do on behalf of the first beast, he deceived the inhabitants of the
earth.

-b) God's purpose in such cases is varied.
-1) He does this to test his children.
Deuteronomy 13:1-3 above

Matthew 24:24 For false Christs and false prophets will appear
and perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the
elect—if that were possible.

-2) He does this to punish the hardened unbeliever.

Exodus 7:22 But the Egyptian magicians did the same things
by their secret arts, and Pharaoh’s heart became hard; he would
not listen to Moses and Aaron, just as the LORD had said.

2 Thessalonians 2:9-12  The coming of the lawless one will be
in accordance with the work of Satan displayed in all kinds of
counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders, Yandin every sort of
evil that deceives those who are perishing. They perish because
they refused to love the truth and so be saved. ™ For this reason
God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will believe
the lie ™ and so that all will be condemned who have not
believed the truth but have delighted in wickedness.

d) In performing miracles, God has a clear purpose.
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1)

2)

3)

He performs them to rescue his children.

Psalm 107:2,8 Let the redeemed of the LORD say this— those he
redeemed from the hand of the foe, ® Let them give thanks to the LORD for
his unfailing love and his wonderful deeds for men. Repeated in verses
15,21,31

Jeremiah 21:2 Inquire now of the LORD for us because Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon is attacking us. Perhaps the LORD will perform wonders
for us as in times past so that he will withdraw from us.

He performs them to assist our faith.

John 2:11 This, the first of his miraculous signs, Jesus performed at Cana
in Galilee. He thus revealed his glory, and his disciples put their faith in
him.

John 20:30,31 Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of
his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written
that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by
believing you may have life in his name.

Matthew 11:5 The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have
leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is
preached to the poor.

Mark 16:20 Then the disciples went out and preached everywhere, and
the Lord worked with them and confirmed his word by the signs that
accompanied it.

Acts 2:22 Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man
accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did
among you through him, as you yourselves know.

Chemnitz: But miracles, on the other hand, should not be preferred to
doctrine, which was confirmed by the miracles of Christ and the apostles.
Cf Jn 2:23-24; 4:48 (Loci, pars Il, de ecclesia, p 132).

Gerhard: Miracles, if they do not have the truth of doctrine joined to them,
prove nothing (Loci, tom. XII, loc. XXIlII, cap XI, sect. XI, paragraph 276,
p 107).

Luther: If they try to make you institute a different worship, that is, to
forsake the single pure doctrine and to start something different alongside
it, then you should not believe, though it were snowing miracles.... The
rule is this: Regardless of their size and number, no wonders or signs are to
be accepted contrary to established teaching (LW 21, 279).

He does not perform them to satisfy people's curiosity.
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Matthew 12:39 He answered, “A wicked and adulterous generation asks
for a miraculous sign! But none will be given it except the sign of the
prophet Jonah.”

Luke 23:8-9 When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for
a long time he had been wanting to see him. From what he had heard about
him, he hoped to see him perform some miracle.® He plied him with many
guestions, but Jesus gave him no answer.

e) Liberal theology denies the reality of miracles.

Philip J. Hefner: Jesus is pictured as a person “in touch” with the creator God
and God’s activity. As such he is himself an agent of the Creator’s power. The
nature miracles portray this vividly. Jesus stills the storm in a quiet and matter-
of-fact manner; the swine serve his purpose with the demoniac; he knows where
the fish are to be found even when the master fishermen are confounded. The
so-called “nature miracles,” whatever their exact background, are really creation
stories reflecting Jesus’ basic trust in the creator (Braaten and Jenson, Christian
Dogmatics, I, p 288).

2. Prophecies.

a) Through prophecies God announces his plans (mpéyvwats, mpébeais).

1)

Prophecy (foretelling) proves God's sovereign majesty.

Isaiah 41:21-23 “Present your case,” says the LORD. “Set forth your
arguments,” says Jacob’s King. % “Bring in your idols to tell us what is
going to happen. Tell us what the former things were, so that we may
consider them and know their final outcome. Or declare to us the things to
come, 2 tell us what the future holds, so we may know that you are gods.
Do something, whether good or bad, so that we will be dismayed and filled
with fear.”

Isaiah 42:9 See, the former things have taken place, and new things I
declare; before they spring into being I announce them to you.

Isaiah 43:9 All the nations gather together and the peoples assemble.
Which of them foretold this and proclaimed to us the former things? Let
them bring in their witnesses to prove they were right, so that others may
hear and say, “It is true.”

Isaiah 44:6,7 This is what the LORD says— Israel’s King and Redeemer,
the LORD Almighty: | am the first and | am the last; apart from me there is
no God. " Who then is like me? Let him proclaim it. Let him declare and
lay out before me what has happened since | established my ancient
people, and what is yet to come—yes, let him foretell what will come.

Daniel 2:28 There is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries. He has
shown King Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in days to come. Your
dream and the visions that passed through your mind as you lay on your
bed are these:
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2) Asarule God employed human spokesmen.

3)

Numbers 12:6 He said, “Listen to my words: “When a prophet of the
LORD is among you, | reveal myself to him in visions, | speak to him in
dreams.”

1 Samuel 9:9 Formerly in Israel, if a man went to inquire of God, he
would say, “Come, let us go to the seer,” because the prophet of today used
to be called a seer.

Hosea 12:10 | spoke to the prophets, gave them many visions and told
parables through them.

Genesis 15:1 After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a
vision: “Do not be afraid, Abram. | am your shield, your very great
reward.”

1 Samuel 28:6 [Saul] inquired of the LORD, but the LORD did not
answer him by dreams or Urim or prophets.

Numbers 23:5 The LORD put a message in Balaam’s mouth and said,
“Go back to Balak and give him this message.”

John 11:51 He did not say this on his own, but as high priest that year he
prophesied that Jesus would die for the Jewish nation.

Numbers 22:28 Then the LORD opened the donkey’s mouth, and she said
to Balaam, “What have | done to you to make you beat me these three
times?”

Gerhard: The name “prophets” is given in Scripture chiefly and
particularly to those teachers of the church who, after the Levitical
priesthood was established, were called and raised up by God in an
extraordinary way for the purification of doctrine and the clearer repetition
of the promise of the Messiah and who, illuminated by the spirit of
prophecy, foretold future things. (He says further:) Prophets are men ...
speaking by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit and fortelling the future.
(Then he adds:) Which things must be fulfilled (Loci, tom XII, loc. XXIV,
de minist. eccl., cap I, paragraph XVIII, p 18).

God's prophecies must not be compared with heathen oracles,
human conjectures, forebodings, etc.

Leviticus 19:31 Do not turn to mediums or seek out spiritists, for you will
be defiled by them. | am the LORD your God.

Deuteronomy 18:10-11  Let no one be found among you who sacrifices
his son or daughter in the fire, who practices divination or sorcery,
interprets omens, engages in witchcraft, * or casts spells, or who is a
medium or spiritist or who consults the dead.
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Isaiah 8:19 When men tell you to consult mediums and spiritists, who
whisper and mutter, should not a people inquire of their God? Why consult
the dead on behalf of the living?

Acts 19:18-19  Many of those who believed now came and openly
confessed their evil deeds.™ A number who had practiced sorcery brought
their scrolls together and burned them publicly. When they calculated the
value of the scrolls, the total came to fifty thousand drachmas.

b) All prophecies must be fulfilled (God's immutability).

Matthew 26:54 But how then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must
happen in this way?

Mark 14:49 Every day | was with you, teaching in the temple courts, and you
did not arrest me. But the Scriptures must be fulfilled.

Luke 24:25,26 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow of heart
to believe all that the prophets have spoken! *° Did not the Christ have to suffer
these things and then enter his glory?”

Romans 15:8 For | tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on
behalf of God’s truth, to confirm the promises made to the patriarchs.

Revelation 1:1 The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his
servants what must (0¢t) soon take place.

c) All prophecy culminates in Christ.
1) Jesus is himself the great prophet.

Deuteronomy 18:15,18 The LORD your God will raise up for you a
prophet like me from among your own brothers. You must listen to him. *°l
will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers; I will
put my words in his mouth, and he will tell them everything I command
him.

Matthew 12:17-18  This was to fulfill what was spoken through the
prophet Isaiah: ® “Here is my servant whom | have chosen, the one I love,
in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him, and he will proclaim justice
to the nations.”

Matthew 17:5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped
them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, whom | love; with
him I am well pleased. Listen to him!”

John 1:17 The law was given through Moses; grace and truth came
through Jesus Christ.

2) The Savior is the central theme of all prophecies.

Matthew 11:13 All the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John.
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3)

Acts 3:24 Indeed, all the prophets from Samuel on, as many as have
spoken, have foretold these days.

Acts 10:43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes
in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.

Gerhard: Just as the prophets describe the worship of the New Testament
with words that pertain properly to the legal worship of the Old Testament
and are taken from it, so also they picture the spiritual kingdom of Christ
with words for earthly things taken from the customary state of the church
under the Old Testament (Loci, tom. XX, loc. XXX, cap. VII, paragraph
XC, 6, p 120).

Jesus is the end of all the ways of God.

-a) At times seemingly trivial things were the objects of
prophecy, but God’s ability in the small things points to his
power in the greater.

1 Samuel 9:19-20  “l am the seer,” Samuel replied. “Go up ahead
of me to the high place, for today you are to eat with me, and in the
morning | will let you go and will tell you all that is in your heart.
2As for the donkeys you lost three days ago, do not worry about
them; they have been found. And to whom is all the desire of Israel
turned, if not to you and all your father’s family?”

-b) All of God's plans center in Christ.

Genesis 3:15 | will put enmity between you and the woman, and
between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you
will strike his heel.

Acts 2:23 This man was handed over to you by God’s set purpose
and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to
death by nailing him to the cross.

Acts 3:18 But this is how God fulfilled what he had foretold through
all the prophets, saying that his Christ would suffer.

Acts 4:28 They did what your power and will had decided
beforehand should happen.

-c) Thus prophecies help to establish the truth that divine
providence aims at man's salvation through Christ.

Galatians 4:4 But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son,
born of a woman, born under law.

Ephesians 1:10 To be put into effect when the times will have
reached their fulfillment—to bring all things in heaven and on earth
together under one head, even Christ.

320



3.

d)

Colossians 1:16 For by him all things were created: things in heaven
and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or
rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him.

The cessationist view holds that all prophecy has ceased.

Grudem: Within the evangelical world today there are differing positions over the
guestion, “Are all the gifts mentioned in the New Testament valid for use in the
church today?” Some would say yes. Others would say no, and would argue that
some of the more miraculous gifts (such as prophecy, tongues plus interpretation,
and perhaps healing and casting out of demons) were given only during the time of
the apostles, as “signs” to authenticate the apostles during the early preaching of
the gospel. They state that these gifts are no longer needed as signs today, and that
they ceased at the end of the apostolic age, probably at the end of the first century
or beginning of the second century A.D. We should also realize that there is a
large “middle” group with respect to this question, a group of “mainstream
evangelicals” who are neither charismatic or Pentcostals on the one hand, nor
“cessationists” on the other hand, but are simply undecided, and unsure if this
guestion can be decided from Scripture (Systematic Theology, p 1031).

1) They base this view on 1 Corinthians 13:8

1 Corinthians 13:8 But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where
there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will
pass away.

2) This view seems to be in harmony with the truth that God’s plan
of salvation and his Scriptures are complete.

Hebrews 1:1-2  In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the
prophets at many times and in various ways, *but in these last days he has
spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through
whom he made the universe.

Revelation 22:18 | warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of
this book: If anyone adds anything to them, God will add to him the
plagues described in this book.

3) Scripture does not establish this point with certainty, therefore it
must remain an open question. Our only responsibility is to
judge the alleged prophet’s doctrine by using Scripture.

Prayer

a)

God hears and answers the petitions of his children.

1) Scripture states this clearly.
Job 34:28 They caused the cry of the poor to come before him,
so that he heard the cry of the needy.
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2)

Psalm 4:3 Know that the LORD has set apart the godly for himself;
the LORD will hear when I call to him.

Psalm 34:17 The righteous cry out, and the LORD hears them;
he delivers them from all their troubles.

Psalm 65:2 O you who hear prayer, to you all men will come.

Proverbs 15:29 The LORD is far from the wicked but he hears the prayer
of the righteous.

Zechariah 13:9 This third I will bring into the fire; I will refine them like
silver and test them like gold. They will call on my name and | will answer
them; | will say, “They are my people,” and they will say, “The LORD is
our God.”

Prayer has a great influence on God's government of the world.

Philippians 1:19 I know that through your prayers and the help given by
the Spirit of Jesus Christ, what has happened to me will turn out for my
deliverance.

Philemon 22 And one thing more: Prepare a guest room for me, because |
hope to be restored to you in answer to your prayers.

James 5:14-18 Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the
church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord.
And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord
will raise him up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven. *® Therefore confess
your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed.
The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.'” Elijah was a
man just like us. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not
rain on the land for three and a half years.'® Again he prayed, and the
heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its crops.

b) God has from eternity woven the prayers of his children into his plan
of world government.

1)

Prayers are in themselves the free exercise of the Christian's
ability to communicate with his heavenly Father.

Luke 11:2-4 He said to them, “When you pray, say: ‘Father, hallowed be
your name, your kingdom come.  Give us each day our daily bread.
*Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. And
lead us not into temptation.””

John 16:26,27  In that day you will ask in my name. | am not saying that

I will ask the Father on your behalf. >’ No, the Father himself loves you
because you have loved me and have believed that | came from God.
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Romans 8:14,28 Those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.
28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who
love him, who have been called according to his purpose.

2) According to the new self, Christians pray according to God's
will.

John 16:23 In that day you will no longer ask me anything. | tell you the
truth, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.

1John 5:14 This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if
we ask anything according to his will, he hears us.

3) God prearranges the course of events according to his
foreknowledge of his children’s prayers.

Jeremiah 7:16 So do not pray for this people nor offer any plea or petition
for them; do not plead with me, for I will not listen to you.

Jeremiah 11:14 Do not pray for this people nor offer any plea or petition
for them, because | will not listen when they call to me in the time of their
distress.

Acts 27:24 He said, “Do not be afraid, Paul. You must stand trial before
Caesar; and God has graciously given you the lives of all who sail with
you.”

Compare Acts 27:31 Then Paul said to the centurion and the soldiers,
“Unless these men stay with the ship, you cannot be saved.”

Isaiah 65:24 Before they call | will answer; while they are still speaking |
will hear.

4. End of life (terminus vitae).
a) Inageneral way, God has determined the length of human life.

Psalm 90:10 The length of our days is seventy years—or eighty, if we have the
strength; yet their span is but trouble and sorrow, for they quickly pass, and we
fly away.
Psalm 102:23,24  In the course of my life he broke my strength; he cut short
my days. * So | said: “Do not take me away, O my God, in the midst of my
days; your years go on through all generations.”

b) God has also determined the years of each individual.

Note: God has done this by giving a man a certain constitution, placing him in a
certain environment, leading him on a certain career, etc.

Job 14:5 Man’s days are determined; you have decreed the number of his
months and have set limits he cannot exceed.
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Psalm 31:15 My times are in your hands; deliver me from my enemies and
from those who pursue me.

Psalm 39:4,5 Show me, O LORD, my life’s end and the number of my days;
let me know how fleeting is my life.® You have made my days a mere
handbreadth; the span of my years is as nothing before you. Each man’s life is
but a breath.

Psalm 91:7 A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at your right hand,
but it will not come near you.

Psalm 139:16 All the days ordained for me were written in your book before
one of them came to be.

Acts 17:26 From one man he made every nation of men, that they should
inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and the exact
places where they should live.

In predetermining the end of an individual life, God pays due regard
to natural causes, man's conduct, etc. In doing so his justice and
mercy are evident.

Isaiah 57:1,2 The righteous perish, and no one ponders it in his heart; devout
men are taken away, and no one understands that the righteous are taken away to
be spared from evil. > Those who walk uprightly enter into peace; they find rest
as they lie in death.

1 Kings 14:12,13  As for you, go back home. When you set foot in the city,
the boy will die. All Israel will mourn for him and bury him. He is the only one
belonging to Jeroboam who will be buried, because he is the only one in the
house of Jeroboam in whom the Lord, the God of Israel, has found anything
good.

2 Kings 20:1-6 In those days Hezekiah became ill and was at the point of
death. The prophet Isaiah son of Amoz went to him and said, “This is what the
LORD says: Put your house in order, because you are going to die; you will not
recover.”  Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and prayed to the LORD,
3“Remember, O LORD, how | have walked before you faithfully and with
wholehearted devotion and have done what is good in your eyes.” And Hezekiah
wept bitterly. * Before Isaiah had left the middle court, the word of the LORD
came to him: ®>“Go back and tell Hezekiah, the leader of my people, ‘This is
what the LORD, the God of your father David, says: | have heard your prayer
and seen your tears; | will heal you. On the third day from now you will go up to
the temple of the LORD. ° | will add fifteen years to your life. And | will deliver
you and this city from the hand of the king of Assyria. | will defend this city for
my sake and for the sake of my servant David.””

Acts 27:24 He said, “Do not be afraid, Paul. You must stand trial before
Caesar; and God has graciously given you the lives of all who sail with you.”
Compare Acts 27:42-44 ** The soldiers planned to kill the prisoners to prevent
any of them from swimming away and escaping. ** But the centurion wanted to
spare Paul’s life and kept them from carrying out their plan. He ordered those
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d)

who could swim to jump overboard first and get to land. ** The rest were to get
there on planks or on pieces of the ship. In this way everyone reached land in
safety.

Psalm 5:7 But I, by your great mercy, will come into your house; in reverence
will I bow down toward your holy temple.

Compare Psalm 5:6 You destroy those who tell lies; bloodthirsty and deceitful
men the LORD abhors.

Psalm 55:23 But you, O God, will bring down the wicked into the pit of
corruption; bloodthirsty and deceitful men will not live out half their days. But
as for me, | trust in you.

Psalm 94:23 He will repay them for their sins and destroy them for their
wickedness; the LORD our God will destroy them.

Baier: It is a well established fact that it is not absolutely necessary that each
man die at that time and in that manner of death with which he dies, nor it has
not been absolutely and immutably decreed by God outside of and before all
respect to causes or circumstances which are to be found outside of God. For
otherwise the prayers and vows of the pious would be useless, and the divine
promises and threats would also be useless ... [Gerhard:] The supernatural or
divine end is always conditional, including the condition of piety or impiety or
the contempt of means [to prolong life, such as food, medicine, etc.])
(Compedium, p 315).

Note: Observation is insufficient when it comes to God’s providence. Even here
he often remains the hidden God.

In determining the end of life God is guided by his love.

Genesis 4:15 But the LORD said to him, “Not so; if anyone kills Cain, he will
suffer vengeance seven times over.” Then the LORD put a mark on Cain so that
no one who found him would kill him.

Luke 2:26, 29-32 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would
not die before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. *Sovereign Lord, as you have
promised, you now dismiss your servant in peace. ** For my eyes have seen your
salvation, ** which you have prepared in the sight of all people, ** a light for
revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.

Baier: Divine providence changes the natural end of human life both as far as
pious men are concerned as well as impious. For the pious God prolongs their
life either as a reward for their obedience or because of their public usefulness.
He shortens life for the same (i.e., the pious), partly that they may not be
corrupted by the evil examples of others, partly that they may not see the
calamities which are going to happen and be pained by them.—For the impious,
God by a just judgment cuts off their life more quickly when he either inflicts on
them a deadly disease or death or orders death to strike them, or allows that
through their intemperance or other crimes they contract diseases or a violent
death (Compendium, p 313).
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e) Even though God controls the time of our life, he makes us stewards
of our lives and the lives of our fellow human beings.

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

As Christian stewards we will remember that God has ultimate
control over life and death.

Deuteronomy 32:39 See now that | myself am He! There is no god
besides me. | put to death and I bring to life, | have wounded and I will
heal, and no one can deliver out of my hand.

Psalm 31:14,15 But I trust in you, O LORD; I say, “You are my God.”
5 My times are in your hands; deliver me from my enemies and from those
who pursue me.

As Christian stewards we will let God’s Word guide the
decisions we make that affect life and death.

As Christian stewards we will take all medical decisions to God
in prayer and ask him to bless us with wisdom, insight, and pure
motives.

As Christian stewards we will remember that all human life is
valuable to God, even when the quality of that life is diminished.

As Christian stewards we will seek to improve the quality of
people’s lives, if possible.

5. Chance (casus, Zufall).

a) By “chance” we understand the apparently causeless meeting of two
events, each one of which is traceable to an adequate cause.

b) Several Bible passages contain the word or concept of “chance.”

1)

A number of them simply deny intention, or control of
circumstances on the part of the acting person.

Ecclesiastes 9:11 | have seen something else under the sun: The race is
not to the swift or the battle to the strong, nor does food come to the wise
or wealth to the brilliant or favor to the learned; but time and chance
happen to them all.

1 Kings 22:34 But someone drew his bow at random and hit the king of
Israel between the sections of his armor. The king told his chariot driver,
“Wheel around and get me out of the fighting. I’ve been wounded.”

Deuteronomy 22:6 If you come across a bird’s nest beside the road, either
in a tree or on the ground, and the mother is sitting on the young or on the
eggs, do not take the mother with the young.

2 Samuel 1:6 “I happened to be on Mount Gilboa,” the young man said,
“and there was Saul, leaning on his spear, with the chariots and riders
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almost upon him.”

Luke 10:31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when
he saw the man, he passed by on the other side.

Exodus 21:13 However, if he does not do it intentionally, but God lets it
happen, he is to flee to a place | will designate.

Numbers 35:22 But if without hostility someone suddenly shoves another
or throws something at him unintentionally

Numbers 6:9 If someone dies suddenly in his presence, thus defiling the
hair he has dedicated, he must shave his head on the day of his cleansing—
the seventh day.

2) One passage speaks of real chance, quoting heathens as using the
term.

1 Samuel 6:9 If it goes up to its own territory, toward Beth Shemesh, then
the LORD has brought this great disaster on us. But if it does not, then we
will know that it was not his hand that struck us and that it happened to us
by chance.

c) Admitting chance in the strict sense of the word would deny God's
government of the world.

Note. As chance would deny God's government, so the opposite of chance,
fatalism, would destroy man's responsibility.

Isaiah 45:7 | form the light and create darkness, | bring prosperity and create
disaster; I, the LORD, do all these things.

Lamentations 3:37 Who can speak and have it happen if the Lord has not
decreed it?

Amos 3:6 When a trumpet sounds in a city, do not the people tremble? When
disaster comes to a city, has not the LORD caused it?

VI. God created a host of spirits, whom he employs as ministers in his work of
providence. First we consider the good angels.

1. Scripture teaches that there are angels.
a) Angels are real beings.
1) When it comes to angelology, two extremes can be noted.
-a) Some have displayed an unhealthy interest in angels.

Note the apocalyptic literature of the intertestamental period.
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Lutheran Cyclopedia: Apocalyptic literature is a term applied to a
type of literature produced in abundance by Jews after 200 BC and by
Christians through AD 200. It presents a world caught in war
between good and evil and offers hope of the victory of God in
catastrophic action, which destroys its enemies. It is marked by
strong angelology and demonology and by fervent messianic hope,
which sometimes takes on an extreme political character.
Apocalyptic literature usually emerges from a downtrodden and
oppressed people (p 38).

Examples: The Book of Tobit and The Testament of Abraham

1Enoch 6 And it came to pass when the children of men had
multiplied that in those days were born unto them beautiful and
comely daughters. And the angels, the children of the heaven, saw
and lusted after them and said to one another: ‘Come, let us choose us
wives from among the children of men and beget us children.' And
Semjaza, who was their leader, said unto them: 'l fear you will not
indeed agree to do this deed, and | alone shall have to pay the penalty
of a great sin.' And they all answered him and said: 'Let us all swear
an oath, and all bind ourselves by mutual imprecations not to
abandon this plan but to do this thing.' Then swore they all together
and bound themselves by mutual imprecations upon it. And they
were in all two hundred; who descended in the days of Jared on the
summit of Mount Hermon, and they called it Mount Hermon, because
they had sworn and bound themselves by mutual imprecations upon
it. And these are the names of their leaders: Samlazaz, their leader,
Araklba, Rameel, Kokablel, Tamlel, Ramlel, Danel, Ezeqgeel,
Baragijal, Asael, Armaros, Batarel, Ananel, Zaglel, Samsapeel,
Satarel, Turel, Jomjael, Sariel. These are their chiefs of tens.

1 Enoch 7  And all the others together with them took unto
themselves wives, and each chose for himself one, and they began to
go in unto them and to defile themselves with them, and they taught
them charms and enchantments, and the cutting of roots, and made
them acquainted with plants. And they became pregnant, and they
bare great giants, whose height was three thousand ells: Who
consumed all the acquisitions of men. And when men could no
longer sustain them, the giants turned against them and devoured
mankind. And they began to sin against birds, and beasts, and
reptiles, and fish, and to devour one another's flesh, and drink the
blood. Then the earth laid accusation against the lawless ones.

1 Enoch 8 And Azazel taught men to make swords, and knives,
and shields, and breastplates, and made known to them the metals of
the earth and the art of working them, and bracelets, and ornaments,
and the use of antimony, and the beautifying of the eyelids, and all
kinds of costly stones, and all colouring tinctures. And there arose
much godlessness, and they committed fornication, and they were
led astray, and became corrupt in all their ways. Semjaza taught
enchantments, and root-cuttings, 'Armaros the resolving of
enchantments, Baragijal (taught) astrology, Kokabel the
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constellations, Ezeqeel the knowledge of the clouds, Aragiel the signs
of the earth, Shamsiel the signs of the sun, and Sariel the course of
the moon. And as men perished, they cried, and their cry went up to
heaven.

Erickson: In the last part of the twentieth century, a real resurgence of
angelology has taken place. In society in general there has been a
considerable growth of interest in the supernatural, including a
fascination with the occult. Perhaps as a reaction against naturalistic
scientific rationalism, explanations falling outside the realm of
natural law have flourished in some circles. Christians have shown
renewed interest in demonology, particularly demon possession and
demonically induced illnesses. Related to that, although lagging
somewhat in time, has been a popular interest in good angels. In the
1900s, this emerged in several movies related to the reality and
activity of angels. Yet, for all of this, there has not been a balanced
inquiry into the nature and activity of angels, both the good and the
evil (Christian Theology, p 461).

-b) Others have denied the existence of angels.

Acts 23:8 The Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, and that
there are neither angels nor spirits, but the Pharisees acknowledge
them all.

Quenstedt: [The testimony of Scripture about the personal nature of
angels] must be upheld against the ancient Sadducees, who believed
that the angels are certain movements or feelings inspired in men;
likewise (it must be upheld) against the Anabaptists, who foolishly
imagine that the angels are only actions of God by which he punishes
evil deeds and rewards good deeds; and likewise (it must be upheld)
against David George, the archheretic of the previous century (1501-
1556), who confused angels with thoughts of the human mind (TDP,
1, p 444).

Robert Jenson: What about liturgy enables such a discourse to have
sense that it would not have as mere propositions on a page? It is that
liturgy is art that angels and archangels and streams and stars are
spirited. Sung, “with angels and archangels,” seems perfectly natural.
Even in a said service, if the language of the great thanksgiving has
poetic dignity, all is well. But when liturgical experimenters have
tried to make the prayers relevant by reducing them to prose, the
presiding minister feels foolish at such passages (Christian
Dogmatics, I, p 174).

2) Angels are not the good spirits of the dead (ancestors).

Lessa and Vogt: Ancestors play an important part in African religion. They
are vested with mystical power and retain a jural role in the world of the
living, particularly in the lives of their descendants. Indeed, African kin-
groups are often described as communities of both the living and the dead.
Ancestors are regarded as ambivalent, at best capricious. While their
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3)

4)

benevolence is generally insured through propitiation and sacrifice, it is
believed that ancestors readily punish their descendants for any neglect of
such ritual obligation (Reader in Comparative Religion, p 393).

Angels are not impersonal forces or merely something that
represents good.

Tillich: Angels and demons are mythological names for constructive and
destructive powers. . . . They are not beings (ST, II, p 40).

Angels are personal, spiritual beings.

Hebrews 1:14 Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those
who will inherit salvation?

Quenstedt: The personal nature of angels is evident: 1) from their names,
for they are called guardians, principalities, lords, gods, sons of God, men
of God; 2) from their personal actions, which are to serve, to stand before
Jehovah, to appear, to speak, etc., which surely cannot be ascribed to
feelings inspired in men or mere actions of God; 3) from the fall or
ruination of the angels, and from the perseverance of the good angels in the
truth; 4) from the fact that knowledge, desire, power are ascribed to them
(TDP, I, p 444).

Hollaz: The human soul is an incomplete spirit, ordained as such and by its
own nature for the composition of the whole man. Therefore, also, when
the soul is separated from the body, it has a natural propensity and
inclination towards the body, with which as a component part it constitutes
a complete man; but the angels are not naturally ordained to constitute a
unit as such with a certain component part, but they have their essence
complete in themselves. Therefore the human soul is an incomplete spirit,
the angels are complete spirits (Examen, p 378).

-a) As spiritual beings they are invisible and do not take up
space (illocal).

Quenstedt: Invisibility is a consequence of spirituality: for a spirit
cannot be seen with bodily eyes. For this reason also the angels are
numbered among the invisible things.—The indivisibility of the
angelic “substance” arises from their incorporeity or immateriality;
for whatever is not material, that is not a quantity, nor does it have
parts outside its parts and consequently is indivisible into quantitative
parts (TDP, I, p 446).

-b) Yet they are confined to a single location.

Daniel 10:13,14 But the prince of the Persian kingdom resisted me
twenty-one days. Then Michael, one of the chief princes, came to
help me, because | was detained there with the king of Persia. ** Now
I have come to explain to you what will happen to your people in the
future, for the vision concerns a time yet to come.”
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Quenstedt: A mol or whereabouts is attributed to them, in which an
angel definitely is, that is, their substantial, not only their virtual,
presence is limited to some space, so that they are there, not in other
places, much less everywhere. And because an angel is without parts,
he is not only as a whole in the whole place, but he is also able to
exist as a whole in any, even the least part of a place, yes, in a point
(TDP, I, p 446).

Hollaz: The agility and speed of the angels is wonderful, so that
without local movement, which is characteristic of bodies, and
therefore without a succession of parts, which they do not have, they
can change their whereabouts most quickly. And nevertheless it does
not seem that all movement must be denied to the angels since they
are present now here, now elsewhere. And although the movement of
the angels is very rapid, nevertheless it is not instantaneous, because
the space in which they move is extended and continuous, which no
creature can cross in an instant (Examen, p 384).

Note: To angels is ascribed existence in ubi definitivo (place, no
space), to God in ubi repletivo (no place, no space) to physical bodies
in ubi circumscriptivo (place and space).

5) Only two angels are given names in the Bible.

-a) Michael (who is like God)

Daniel 10:13 But the prince of the Persian kingdom resisted me
twenty-one days. Then Michael, one of the chief princes, came to
help me, because | was detained there with the king of Persia.

Jude 9 But even the archangel Michael, when he was disputing with
the devil about the body of Moses, did not dare to bring a slanderous
accusation against him, but said, “The Lord rebuke you!”

Revelation 12:7 And there was war in heaven. Michael and his
angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels
fought back.

-b) Gabriel (hero of God)

Daniel 8:16 And I heard a man’s voice from the Ulai calling,
“Gabriel, tell this man the meaning of the vision.”

Daniel 9:21 While I was still in prayer, Gabriel, the man | had seen
in the earlier vision, came to me in swift flight about the time of the
evening sacrifice.

Luke 1:19 The angel answered, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the

presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to tell you
this good news.”
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Luke 1:26 In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to
Nazareth, a town in Galilee.

b) Scripture uses various words to refer to angels.

1) The most common name is angel (messeng